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Taxpayers buy the 
Queen a new yacht 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The Government yesterday committed 
WOm of state money to a replacement 
for Lhe Royal Yacht Briiunniti in what 
appeared to be a hid to wrong-foot 
Labour and win the support of those 
voters who support the monarchy. 

Michael Portillo, the Secretary ot 
Slate for Defence, told MPsthat he re- 
jected alt suggestions of private-finance 
sponsors, arguing that “it is the duty 
of the state to support Lhe monarchy" 
and said that the vessel "would be* a 
symbol of the Crown, the Kingdom and 
its maritime traditions". The annual 
running cost, estimated to be around 
£4m per year, would come from the 
defence budget. 

Labour, caught unawares by the sur- 
prise announcement initially failed to 


vurnrT 

A .9YAL YACHT JL 


LOST AT SEA 


indicate whether it would support the 
project, but later said that public 
finance should be limited, suggesting 
that it might favour some private-sector 
invoIvemenL The decision to go ahead 
with a replacement was made on Tues- 
day by a Cabinet committee with the 
backing of the Prime Minister. Mr Por- 
tillo stressed the decision was the 
Government's and not that of the 
Queen who would contribute “to the 
furnishings and fittings of the Slate 
Rooms and Royal Apartments". 

Labour said the decision was made 
for electioneering reasons. A senior 
source said last night: “It is amazing 
that this £60m has bad to come out of 
contingencies. If this had been a seri- 
ous debate about the need for a re- 
placement, they would have consulted 
with the Opposition. Instead, they've 
fried to catch us out on public spend- 
ing.” However, the shadow Chancel- 
lor Gordon Brown’s golden rule would 
stand: “no commitment for any new 
spending, royal or not royal". 

As well as bidding for the royalist 


vote, Mr Portillo also made a play for " - 

support from jingoistic Euro-sceptics 
by promising that the ship would be 
built in a British yard, knowing lhai this 
wasa commitment which breaches Eu- 
ropean competition rules as they spec- ■ 
ify that all major contracts must he 
open to bidders throughout the Eu- 
ropean Union. Mr P.inilln justified this 
by vaguely saying it was a mailer of se- 
curity and “it was a rova! ship" and 
promised that if the European Com- 
mission launched a legal challenge, he 
would oppose it. 

While the announcement met with 
jubilant support on the government 
benches. Labour was divided, with sev- 
eral MPs, including Kate Hoey and An- 
drew Faulds, expressing full support 
while Dennis Skinner and Alan 
Williams opposed iL Mr Williams said 
he could not understand the sense of 
priorities which diverts £60m away from 
[social] services and said it was “a sym- 
bol of extravagance and irrelevance". 

The Liberal Democrats gave un- 
qualified hacking to the scheme while 
the leader of (he SNP. Alex Salmond. . - 

described it as foolish. \ 

Mr Portillo admitted that the ship • y 
would be more of a mobile hotel than 
a form of transport, since the Royal '. .• 

Family “travel by air". It would have 
to be “prestigious" to impress foreign ft *"■;-* . . 
visitors. He justified the cost “not in " * //-"‘MS 

terms of pounds, shillings and pence, ; • </-// .. . , 

“bul on how we feel about ourselves". • 

Unlike Britannia, which had a no- 
tional role as a military hospital ship, VaSttB 
the new ship would have no ostensi- 
ble military purpose. The Government 
rejected the plan to make it double as 
a training ship. There had been op- fSEX&i 
position in the Ministry of Defence to . 
continue paying for a ship which had V. 
no military purpose but this has been V 
overridden by Mr Portillo for purpos- 
es of political expediency. 

There would be room for a heli- 
copter pad. but Mr Portillo rejected jl gBI 
suggestions that there should be space ' 

for bicycles in line with the “cycling ’ 

Royals” approach favoured by Conti- >lFj 

neiital monarchs. ‘ 

The new yacht would enter service 
in 2002. Britannia itself is due to be ~ ‘ 
scrapped after it finishes its final tour - ' 

of duty in Hong Kong later this year. ' ; - 

While Mr Portillo said he would con- ■ 

sider suitable offers for “a suitably pres- 
tigious use for Britannia in the public '-'''y 1 

interest here in the UK" he would pre- if- 
fer to see it scrapped rather than allow 
it to deteriorate. 

Nick Grainger, director of the Ship- 
building and Shiprepairers Association 
said there would be nine possible 
British yards where the ship could be •’.=•. f 
builL The leading contenders are 
thought to be Harland and Wolff in 
BelfasL-VSEL in Barrow and Yarrow 
Shipbuilders on the Clyde. Bon voyage: 
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Bon voyage: The royal yacht Britannia leaving Portsmouth for the last time 


The Tories who fear their own 
one-party state 


John Major was asked at a 
London breakfast meeting with 
business leaders yesterday how 
he reacted to the widespread 
view that h was time for a 
change of government, for die 
good of democracy. 

The Prime Minister gave a 
polished politician's reply, 
brushing the question aside. 
But privately, other Tbry MPs 
are worried about just that. 
Away from the microphones, 
Ihey are warning that the re- 
election of the Conservatives for 
a fifth term could damage 
democracy - and even lead to . 
civil unrest by disaffected 
voters. 

Other Tbry MPs warn that if 
Labour is defeated again, the ar- 
rogance of the Conservative - 
leadership would be aggravat- 
ed, and Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown would be ‘‘ripped to 
shreds" in an orgy or Labour 
self-recrimination. 

Speaking to The Independent 
On conditions of strict anonymi- 
ty, one senior government back- 
bencher said: “We have got to 
work hard at renewing our 
election mandate, but will it be 
good for British democracy? I 
doubt iL If the Conservatives '• 



by Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

win, as on the arguments tbey 
ought, then I believe they have 
not yet even begun to see the 
depths of unpopulari ty to which 
the party would sink there- 
after. With the real prospect of 
civil unrest to follow. 

“We had in Thatcher’s day 
the poll tax riots. You would be 
encouraging, particularly 
amongst the young, increased 
enthusiasm for extra-parlia- 
mentary activity. 

“I dunk that each time the 
Tories have won, particularly in 
1992, their victory - and this is 
not their fault - their victory led 
to the lack of respect for mem- 
bers of the system, the lack of 
interest in using Parliament as 
an institution. 

"There has been a growth of 

extra-parliamentary activity of 
one form or another; passive. 


non-passive, violent, non-vio- 
lent, whatever it may be.” 

One MP said parliamentary 
democracy became parliamen- 
tary dictatorship when 51 dic- 
tated to 49. That became 
“insufferable” if the minority 
never got a chance of taking 
over the levers of power. 

Another Tory backbencher 
said: “Quite apart from 
Labour's frustration after a 
fifth defeat, we have to ask 
about the disenchanted voters 
- and how they would feel 
about never getting a shot in the 
football game." 

He also wondered what im- 
pact another win would have on 
Government arrogance; shown 
by blanket attacks ou the min- 
imum wage, the unpunished in- 
competence of the way in which 
the BSE beef crisis had been 
handled, and the current at- 
tempt to introduce draconian 
hu gging and burglary powers 
through the Police BfiJ. 

“If we cannot expect a Con- 
servative government to de- 
fend our freedoms, what is the 
point? We are now supposed to 
be obedient to the views and 
judgements of a very narrow 
presidential cabinet system " 



he said One MP said it was one 
of the basic assumptions of the 
unwritten British constitution 
that “from time to time the gpv- 
ernment will change”. 

But he also warned that if 
Labour lost its situation would 
be dire because die party had 
bitten its tongue, shut its mouth, 
and watched "appalled" as 
Mr Blair had carried out 
the modernisation of New 
Labour. 

The MPs’ anxieties reflect a 


growing sense of Westminster 
disquiet about the conse- 
quences of a fifth Tbry terra of 
office- Robin Cook, the shadow 
Foreign Secretary, has already 
warned of the risks of a one-par- 
ly state, and of Lhe Tories' be- 
lief in their “divine right to rule", 
arguing that they would take an- 
other win as a mandate to do 
whatever they liked to the wel- 
fare state. 

Polities, page 6 
Andrew Mart page 17 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 
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Striking it rich 

Bahamas-based Joe Lewis has 
bought a £40m, 25 per cent 
stake in Glasgow Rangers foot- 
ball club - Britain’s biggest sin- 
gle investment in football. 
Chairman David Murray will 
contain a controlling interest in 
the club. Page 26 

Free to speed 

Motorists in many parts of the 
country are speeding illegally 
because the police cannot afford 
to prosecute drivers caught by 
roadside cameras. Page 5 
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Saddam’s son 
was shot to 
avenge dead 
Iraqi general 


EXCLUSIVE 


The attempted assassination of 
Uday. the son of President Sad- 
dam Hussein, was carried out 
as pan of a feud by the family 
of a senior Iraqi general killed 
by the Iraqi leader for criticis- 
ing the regime. 

The Independent has learned 
from an Iraqi source that the 
leader of the plot was Ra'ad al- 
Hazaa. a former army officer in 
his thirties, who is the nephew 
of Genera] Omar al-Hazaa. 
The general, a member of the 
same clan as Saddam Hussein, 
was executed in 1990. 

The assassination bid took 
place in Baghdad on 12 De- 
cember last year when Uday. 32. 
the notoriously brutal son of the 
Iraqi leader, was driving 
through the city. Opposition 
groups say he was hit by four 
bullets, one of which is still 
lodged in his spine. Last week 
the French government officially 
turned down an Iraqi request 
that Uday be permitted to en- 
ter a hospital in France. The re- 
quest implies that Uday's 
wounds are serious. 

The attack was previously 
claimed by al-Dawa, a militant 
Shia group, with a history of try- 
ing to assassinate Iraqi leaders. 
They are believed to have been 
involved in the logistics and or- 
ganisation of the plot, but the 
driving force was Ra'ad al-Haz- 
aa and some of his relations, who 
were able to acquire details of 
Uday’s movements because they 
moved in the same £lite circles. 

The feud which led to the at- 
tack on Uday had its origin in 
the killing of General Hazaa 
seven years ago. Like Saddam 
Hussein he came from the 
northern city of Tikiit and was 
a divisional commander in the 
regular army. During the Iran- 
Jraq war in the 19S0$ General 
Hazaa retired, but was in- 
creasingly critical of the Iraqi 




tty Patrick Cockbum 


leader. Arrested In 1990 he 
was executed, reputedly after his 
tongue was cut ouL His house 
in Baghdad was demolished. 

Uday is not known to have 
played any part in the death of 
the general. But he is the most 
visible member of the regime in 
Baghdad, famed for his wom- 
anising and drunkenness. The 
would-be assa-ssins are said to 
have received information from 
“Lubna", a girlfriend of Uday. 

After the assassination bid 



Uday Hussein: Seriously 
injured in feud gun-attack 

those who had taken part fled 
to Iran. Hie Iranian government 
had no prior knowledge of the 
plot and continues to deny that 
the men are in Iran in the face 
of an official Iraqi demand, 
through the UN, that they be 
banded over. Worried that they 
might be secretly returned, 
some of the group made contact 
with friends abroad to put pres- 
sure on the Iranian govern- 
ment not to give them up to Iraq. 

In order to distance Iran 
from the assassination, al-Dawa, 
based in Tfehran, claimed the at- 
tack from Damascus. If Uday is 
paralysed, his brother Ousai, 
head of the security services, be- 
comes the heir apparent. 
Mutilation led to attack, page 9 






Blinking Hell 

First the eyelids itch and swell up. Eventually 
they become so disfigured that the eyelashes 
turn inwards. Now every blink scratches the 
eyeball. Agonisingly slowly, agonisingly painfully, 
the victim goes blind. 

This is trachoma. Six million people in the 
developing world are needlessly blind because 
of iL Millions of children in Africa and Asia are 
infected right now. just £ 1 .20 from you will help 
us treat someone in the early stages of trachoma 
with Tetracycline ointment. £5 will help the 
more advanced cases with an operation to turn 
back their ingrowing lashes - and save their sight 

Wouldn’t you give a hundred or even a 
thousand times that if it were your eyes at stake? 
Sight Savers International, Haywards Heath, RH 16 3ZA 


* Mypftis D£12 D£I8 D£25 D£S0 DOtherf 

| Pte^rr^your cheque payable to Sight Savers International, 

| or Ifyou wish to pay by Access. Visa. Amex or CAF charity card, 
I enteryour card number in the boxes below. 


Card expiry date L 

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms . 
Address 


Signature. 


| Postcode | 

■ Please return this coupon with your $4 ■ 

^donation to: Sight Savers International, 1 

| FREEPOST, Haywards Heath, | 

^West S ussex, RH 1 6 3ZA. Rt p eer e d Olcy Number 
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Murderer left 'autograph’ 
on body of Naomi Smith 

Naomi Smith, the schoolgirl found murdered in a children's park, 
had a crucial “DNA autograph" on her mutilated body, a jury 
heard yesterday. Tests showed that saliva found fa a bite on 15- 
year-old Naomi's body fitted the DNA profile of Edwin Hopkins, 
20. Birmingham Crown Court was told. Mr Hopkins had an 
‘'incredibly rare" DNA profile found only in one in every 250 
million people, said Counan Treacy QC, for the prosecution. 

His teeth were also a perfect match for the bitemark - and his 
sister, Julie, gave police vital evidence about his whereabouts on 
the night of Naomi's death, said Mr Treacy as he outlined the 
prosecution case to the juiy of six men and six women. Hopkins, of 
Ansley Common, near Nuneaton, Warwickshire, denies murder. 

Naomi vanished after popping out to post a letter in. her home 
village of Ansley Common in September 1995. her throat had been 
cut and she had been sexually assaulted. 

“It was probably better than if the killer had left his autograph. 

“Because what was found in the area around the breast provides 
some of the most valuable evidence for the prosecution in thk 
case.” The trial continues. 

The demon eyes have it 

The Conservative Party’s poster campaign featuring the “demon 
eyes" has beaten Wondeibra to win die latest “most talked about 
advert" accolade, a survey revealed yesterday. 

The pre-election campaign, devised by the M&C Saatchi agency, 
gained more national press coverage than any other promotion in 
the last three years. The advertisements, which included pictures of 
the Labour leader Tboy Blair with superimposed red eyes, have 
topped the poll. Wonderbra was second and Labour’s “Same Old 
Tory Lies" campaign came sixth. 

Martin LoaL managing director of Propeller Marketing 
Communications, which conducted the survey, said: ““Like it or 
loathe h, the Demon Eyes icon was a stunning advertising image 
that captured the public imagination." 

Derek Bentley’s sister dies 

Iris Bentley, who 
campaigned tirelessly to 
dear the name of her 
brother Derek hanged for 
the murder of a policeman 
in 1953. has died. 

Aged in her 60s, she had 
suffered from cancer for 
some time and recently had 
an operation for the illness, 
her solidtors said. 

From her home in 
Wimbledon, south-west 
London, she spearheaded 
the 44-year effort to secure 
a full pardon for her 
brother who was the 
accomplice, not the gunman, in the shooting. The case was 
dramatised in the film. Let Him Have It, named after the alleged 
ciy made by Bentley, then aged 19, moments before the murder. 

The case will be one of the first to be presented to the Criminal 
Cases Review Commission for referral to the Court of Appeal 
when it commences its work in April. 

Foster’s tower vision fades 

Sir Norman Foster's vision of a 1,265ft Millennium Tower on the 
site of the bomb-damaged Baltic Exchange in the City of London 
all but evaporated yesterday when English Heritage joined 
opponents of the gjass skyscraper. The tower, which would be 
Europe's tallest building, was such a “quantum leap" in scale, 
height and bulk, that it would overwhelm the character of the 
capital, said Sir Jocelyn. Stevens, chairman of English Heritage. 

“It would disfigure the skyline. London doesn’t need a macho 
building to establish a place for itself as a world financial centre.” 
The £400m project could only now proceed if the Secretaiy of 
State for Environment, John Gumrner, overruled his own adviser, 
English Heritage. Stephen Goodwin 

Grobbelaar friendship turned to hate 

A former friend mid business partner of the goalkeeper Bruce 
Grobbelaar admitted he wanted revenge on the footballer after a 
business deal turned sour, a court heard yesterday. 

Chris Vincent agreed with Mr Grobbelaar’s counsel, Mr Rodney 
Kievan QC, that he wanted to ensure the “downfall” of his one- 
time friend whom he felt bad let him down over the collapse of his 
safari company Mondoro. 

Mr Kievan asked: “In a flash your friendship turned to hatred?” 
Mr Vincent said: “Yes sir.” The barrister continued: “It is woe 
betide anybody who crosses Chris Vincent - would that be a good 
epitaph for you?" “Reasonably," said Mr Vincent. 

Mr Vincent was being cross-examined at the trial at Winchester 
Crown Court in which the former Liverpool player Mr Grobbelaar 
and two former professional footballers, John rashanu and Hans 
Segers, are accused of a conspiracy to fix football matches. 

He denied a suggestion he had twisted Grobbelaar’s account of 
forecasting matches for a Far East syndicate to make it seem like 
match-fixing, and rejected claims he had lied in his “James Bond" 
description of the goalkeeper taking money in a toilet from a 
fourth defendant on the same charge, a Malaysian businessman, 
Heng Suan Um. The trial continues. Michael Streeter 




Sir Peter de la Bflfiere; clearly angered fey Mob position (mills book Photograph: David Giles 



. ne of Britain’s most decorated warriors, Gen- 
leral Sir Peter de la BilRore, was set fa 4 a bat- 
tle royal with the Ministry of Defence last night 
aftar an order was issued banning authors of books 
on the special forces fronufieh- former bases. . ' 
More than two dozen authors, IndikTingthe gen- 
eraf and Andy McNab, the man bMiind the Guff 
Wpr best-seller Bravo TwoZero, were told they ; 
were no longer welcome at social functions, in 

case they used them as a meanS of gathering infor- 
mation for new books.-: 

The. general, commander of British forces in the 
Gulf and the most decorated soldier since foe-Sec- 
ondWorid War; reacted curtly to foe news, with a 
statemertf saying he had not received notification 
of the baii ~ arid he didn't expect It , ' 

- . ,‘Tarti aware that the Ministry of Defence- Will be 
sending letters to some forma* members of the UK 
Special Forces regarding foe Withdrawal of authori- 
ty to^give them access.to UK Special Forces’ estab- 
Hsfunents/hesakL 

: Tdp''notlutowwho'foey[.'sdie.' Bofo of my books - 
Starm Cammand and Lookirtg For Trouble - were 


cleared by the MoD and the SAS before publica- 
tion. I have not received and do not expect to re- 
ceive such a fetter.* ... 

- The Mop conffoned last night foal it had 
“cJearetf' his books, bat a spokesman said clear- 
ance Was riot (he same as approval. “We do vet 
them 'for security: reasons, but' we also teii the au- 
thors, that we would prefer that they did not write 
abotrt:foeLspeciafforces at aH." 

• foe-past three' years, there have been some 
35 books -about foe special services, including 10 
bestsellers^ Thme has not been anything (ike it 
since the Second World War. We have to ensure 
foe safety of foemen still serving, and we have to 
ensure secrecy The people who have written 
about their experiences may well use social func- 
tfohsio gather more in fo r m a tion- tor hungy.pubtish- 
ers;^ve don’t want to give thenrttet oppbrtoruty.” 

Sir 'Fetor was director of the SAS fronriSTBto . 
1983. He resigned last year as presskfentpf the 
SAS Regimental Association apdjsLTOlkpown for 
regular attendance at functioned' ' 

Steve Boggan and Christopher Bellamy 
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Marco’s Michelin 
crown Mis to 
young chef 

A 26-year-old chef has become the 
youngest in Britain to win two 
Michelin stars, beating Marco 
Pierre White, who won the same 
accolade aged 27 - and winning 
his boss £1,000 In foe process. 

Tom Aikens is foe new chef at 
London’s Pied k Terre, one of nine 
restaurants awarded two stars by 
The Michelin 1997 Red Hotel and 
Restaurant Guide, published yes- 
terday. 

The restaurant’s manager, David 
Moore, was so confident that it 
would retain its two stars that he 
made a £1 ,000 bet with his boss. 
“He Just faxed me from India say- 
ing he cant wait to pay up," said 
Mr Moore yesterday. 

Although the restaurant already 
held two stars, there had been 
fears that when previous chef 
Richard Neat left last year, the 
stars might go with him. 

Restaurants to receive the covet- 
ed three stars were all in London: 
La Xante Claire In Chelsea, Marco 
Pierre White’s The Restaurant at 
foe Hyde Park Hotel, and Chez 
Nico at Ninety Park Lane. 



Tom Aikens: Star qualify 


In what was described by the 
guide, which contains information 
on more than 6,000 establish- 
ments, as a “strong" performance 
by British and Irish restaurants, 67 
received one star. 

Mr Aikens is likely to be busy. 
The last time the restaurant was 
awarded two stars, business al- 
most doubled within three months. 

Jo jo Mayes 


Tommy goes 
back an the shelf 

The supermarket shelf-stacker who 
was plucked from obscurity to lead 
foe cast of the West End musical 
Tommy, will not be returning to 
Tesco’s despite foe decision of the 
show's promoters to end its run . 

Audiences have failed to share 
foe delight of the cast, composer 
Pete Townshend and critics who 
lavished rave reviews on Town- 
shend's transformation of his 27- 
year-old rock opera into a family 
musical. 

The show opened last March at 
the Shaftesbury Theatre, renewing 
interest in foe music of The Who. tt 
also brought stardom for unknown 
20-year-old Paul Keating, who au- 
ditioned for the show between 
shifts at Tesco. A spokesman for 
the show said last night: “Paul is 
shocked and disappointed like all 
the cast. But he will not be return- 
ing to Tesco. After his performance 
in Tommy he can look forward to a 
great future as an actor." 

After a successful Broadway run 
ft looked set for a lengthy run. Iron- 
ically, it has received eight Olivier 
award nominations, foe highest 
number for any show in foe West 
End. Danrid lister 


■ sWaaiAEOLOCY 

Low-tech origins of human 

society discovered 

Humans began using swne 

according to examination of » hiooia. The tools were 

^fotoday’s edition of the s cience journal Nature, the 

archaeologists, led by ! Ul 

Sfieshi Semaw from ■ “ ■* 

Rutgers University in 
New Jersey, write: “We 
predict that even older 
artefacts wfll be found. 17 

But the researchers were 

' able to say little about 
' thehorainids who would 
have made the tools. The 
earliest human fossil 
traces, discovered by 
Lake Tuikana in Kenya 
in 1995, date back more 
than 4.4 milli on years, 
diaries Arthur 

EDUCATION 

Youngsters lacking direction 

Fewer than half of British children can loca te Lond on on 

with no nlace n«™«, according to research carried out by NOPibr 

chi,dren aged eighty 16 a bo - 
found that only just over a quarter could pinpoint Edinburgh, and 

37 ner cent could not find Scotland. ... _ . .. ■ • i m - 

(government curriculum advisers said they found the extent of . 
the children’s ignorance “disturbing". Geography has been a _ 
compulsory partofthe national curriculum for children ag ed right 
te lJ&tolSSl - volontaiy from 14 to 16 - and Wentift^ - 

principal dries, regions and rivers on a map of the United 
Kingdom is something all ll-year-olds should have coveraL 
The survey suggests that they are even more at sea outside their 
own country. Only two in five could identify Germany on a map of 
Europe with no place names. Three out of five did no t know the _ 
lan guage spoken in Tokyo and nearly seven oat of 10 were stamped 

when asked Mexico’s main language. 

SCIENCE 



The limits of intelligence 

The human brain has virtually reached its evolutionary limits, say 
scientists. An anal ysis of the delicate balance between the billions 
of neurons fa our skulls, and the need to supply the axons (which 
connect them like cables) with blood and fatty insulation shows we 
can only improve our data processing ability by 20 per cent at most/ 

The BT research, published in New Scientist, found that to ■ 
expand our thinking ability, the 100 billion neurons in the brain 
would have to be larger, so they could pass signals more quickly.. .. 
But that would fa turn demand a greater blood supply - which, 
given the constricted size of the brain cavity, could only be . - 
achieved by limiting the growth of the neurons. : 

A larger skull might allow both more neurons and a bigger blood 
supply, but transmission of data would be slower. Charles Arthur^ 


CRIME 

Zero tolerance pays dividend 

An American style "zero tolerance" anti crime initiative in '".is 

Scotland was yesterday hailed a success by police chiefs who said it 
had helped cut offences in the force region totheir lowest level in ; 
lSyears. 

For the past three months Strathcfyde Police has been damping* 
down on minor crimes in the belief that this will reduce the 
number of more serious offences and reduce public fear. Daring 
the first stage of the “Spotfight” initiative more than 200,000 extra 
pol ice ho urs were spent on the streets. 

Daring the Strathclyde offensive, 12 offences were spotlighted. 
Since the start of the start of the scheme crimes of violence, 
indec ency dishonesty car theft, and vandalism were down but 
crime covering drugs, obstructing police in their duties and overall 
nuisance rose. Jason Bennotto 


AGRICULTURE 


Gastronomic great leap forward 

Scientists have taken a giant leap for gastronomy by growing the 
feghty prized golden chantrelle wild mushroom fa a greenhouse 
Until now, the fungus has defied ail attempts at cultivation and can 
only be harvested from pine forests. 

Urge quantities are imported from the United States because it 
c de f-T^ H 1 Euro P?- The teara* led by Eric Danell from the 

fhTfs h ^ nJVerS,t Y ?! A S nc ^ ,tu ral Sciences, Uppsala reported in 
the science journal Nature that they had transferred pufeseedlings 
carrying the fungus into pots fa March. 1995. Five fruit-bodies • 
cn ^T8 e d during the following spring and autumn. 

The scientists believe their technique could be applied to 
other endangered species, such as Tricholoma matsutake ■ which is 
the most valuable mushroom fa the world, costing about £60 
eden. 
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news 


The sun fails to rise on 


Japanese work revolution 


Increasing number of discrimination claims as western workers fall foul of employers 


Louise Jury 


The case of the man accused by 
his Japanese manager of having 
a face “like a rock or a football'' 
is the latest in a scries of un- 
happy episodes in Anglo-Jopan- 
ese working relations. 

Clifford Wakeman, with two 
of his former colleagues, is now 
awaiting financial compensation 
for racial discrimination from 
the London office of Quick 
Corporation, a financial infor- 
mation firm. 

The case is unlikely 10 be the 
Iasi in what appears to be a 
growing trend of discrimination 
claims againsL Japanese com- 
panies, the question arises 
whether the problem is simple 
cultural misunderstanding. Or, 
more disturbingly, might Japan- 
ese business culture be racist? 

When Nissan began the 
Japanese move into Britain in the 
1980s. everyone noted the equal- 
ity - how managers and workers 
shared the same canteen, even 
wore the some uniform. 

Although there have been 
criticisms, unions have fre- 
quently praised their new em- 
ployers for good working 
condi lions. The success in man- 
ufacturing was further con- 
firmed yesterday when Toyota 
announced it expected pro- 
duction to increase significant- 
ly. Yet the City, by contrast, has 
seemed plagued by wrangles. 

The first notable case was He- 
len Baraber who won £100.000 



Japanese and British workers at Panasonic in Cardiff Photograph: Chris Steele-Perkins 


damages last year for sex dis- 
crimination by Fuji interna- 
tional. one of the world s biggest 
hanks. Its deputy managing di- 
rector. the tribunal noted, 
seemed to cxncct women to 
stand aside to let aim pass. 

So with the Commission of 
Racial Equality now taking on 
further cases and a spate of dis- 
putes in America, the way 
Japanese business works has 
taken on some urgency. 

Selsuo Kato. a Japanese jour- 
nalist who has lived in Britain 
for 20 years, believes misun- 


derstanding is at the root of the 
problem, with language princi- 
pally to blame. When Japanese 
people encounter workplace 
difficulties, often their English 
is not sophisticated enough to 
tackle them. “Japanese people 
should learn the language bet- 
ter. hut British people working 
for Japanese have to sympathise 
because these are people work- 
ing abroad.'* be said. 

But there were cultural dif- 
ferences too. The Japanese re- 
gard the British as lacking the 
corporate loyally they prize. 


The British suspect they are not 
employed by ihe Japanese on 
equal terms! Japan is a society 
based on hierarchy and for- 
mality and western traditions of 
debate are alien to it. 

Many in business believe 
(here is more to it than that. 
Stephanie Oyama. who runs the 
Japan Centre at Birmingham 
University and her own business 
consultancy, thinks Japanese 
firms must uy harder. “You can’t 
assume that you can come to an- 
other culture and that people 
are going to be working in the 


same way. Wc don't," she said. 

“Many of them arc here be- 
cause they want a place in the 
European market. The best 
way to learn is through Ihe 
British workforce and 1 don’t 
think they are doing that." 

Bonnie Williams, who runs 
Wat orb ridge International, a 
management consultancy, said 
many Japanese firms had re- 
fused to accept they might need 
help, but the case of Ms Bom- 
ber changed their minds. 

“Our work has jumped dra- 
matically over the last eight to 
IU months because of the issue," 
she said. “There's a growing 
awareness that they Jo need ac- 
tive management training." But 
she added: “On the whole, 
Japanese companies have done 
this country a world of good. 

A Department of Trade and 
Industry spokesman agreed. 
An estimated $34bn has come 
into Britain in the last 40 ycare 
from 1.000 Japanese companies 
employing 60.000 people. 

Quick Corporation is con- 
sidering its position. From the 
beginning it accepted the dis- 
missals of Mr Wakeraan. Ashok 
Solanki and Sluun Mitchell 
were statutorily unfair. It was 
racial discrimination it denied. 
A spokesman said yesterday: 
"Quick has examined all its 
employment policies and pro- 
cedures and continues to look 
at its responsibilities and oblig- 
ations towards all its employees, 
whatever their nationality.” 


Watching TV becomes an 
issue of mice and menus 


What the BBC wants 



Rob Brown 

Media Editor 


Witching the telly has tradi- 
tionally been the most passive 
of leisure pursuits. But in the not 
too distant future, couch pota- 
toes may need a PhD in com- 
puter science to be sure of 


catching the next episode of 
EastEnden. 

That is the gnawing fear 
among senior BBC executives 
as they nervously brace them- 
selves for the dawn of the dig- 
ital age, when switching on a 
programme will become a mat- 
ter of mice and menus rather 
than simply pressing a button. 

Auntie Bceb's basic anxiety 
is that, left to his own devices, 
Rupert Murdoch could bury her 
varied offerings - the two 
conventional terrestrial net- 
works BBC1 and BBC2 plus a 
host of new digital services -be- 
neath his own, ever burgeoning 
broadcast fare. 

In the BBC’s opinion, view- 
ers should be confronted with 
established channels like BBC1 
after only a few dicks and not 
have to scroll through a torrent 
of sales pitches for BSkyB's pay 
TV channels. 

BSkyB could be tempted to 
impose this structure because it 
will control the set-top boxes 
which will allow satellite sub- 
scribers to tune in to 200 
channels. 

The design and control of 
these gadgets, particularly the 
on-screen electronic pro- 
gramme guide (EPG), will de- 
termine how viewers are able to 
find out what’s on Lhe box. 

The BBC appealed to the 
communication watchdog. Of- 
tel yesterday to draw up guide- 
lines which will regulate this 
digital gateway and ensure that 
BSkyB does not abuse its dom- 
inance of the digital satellite 
system. 

Patricia Hodgson, the Cor- 
poration's director of policy 


Name games: Robo-Tony, set for a pre-election race against robots John and Paddy to 
laaneft the Year of Engineering Success in London yesterday Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


and planning, said: “In the dig- 
ital age. consumers will no 
longer be able to select the 
channel or programme they 
want at the touch of a button. 
They will depend on the EPG. 
This needs to preserve the 
chokes the viewer has today and 
extend them. 

“Viewers will want to con- 
tinue to get easy access to the 
main free-to-air networks 


[BBC ITV. Channel 4 and the 
forthcoming Channel 5]. which 
will continue to make up the 
majority of television watched 
in existing cable and satellite 
households." 

She added: “The viewer will 
not thank modem technology if 
it makes it more difficult for 
them to see what they can take 
for granted today.” 

Ms Hodgson says she is con- 


fident that Oftel won't fail the 
BBC or Britain's viewers, prais- 
ing it as “a tough and proven 
regulator in the related 
telecommunications field". 

Nonetheless. Britain’s ter- 
restrial broadcasters do doubt- 
less remain at the mercy of 
Murdoch for the simple reason 
he got off his mark before them 
and everyone else to develop 
the set top boxes. 


What it fears 
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launch campaign for Tony Blair 


David Usbome 

New York 


-A disoeer campaign has been 
launched m the United States, 
by notable British expatriates in 
New York, including former 
Sunday Times editor Harold 
Evans and broadcast mogul 
Howard Stringer, to raise elec- 
tion funds.for the Labour Par- 
ty- 

Under the banner of “Bnlam 
afterthe Elections", a letter has 
been sent to scores of prominent 
' Batons around the USpromiS- 
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Harold Evans: Rindraising 


bolster support 'for Labour in 
America including one on Will 
Street in' February and anoth- 
er thereafter in Los Angeles. 

; The letter, .signed by Mr 
Evans ami several other weD- 


known British'expatriates, also 
solicits for firndsj: “It goes 


■without saying that if you wish 
to help Labour financially- and 
if you are a British citizen - any 
contribution wfll be welcome, 
however small" the letter says. 
The group has asked Alan 
Pariter, the director of the new- . 


ly-re leased film Evua, to host 
an evening of British enter- 
tainment in Los Angeles with 
seats offered at a high price. 

Negotiations are underway, 
meanwhile, to bring. Gordon 
Brown, the Shadow chancellor, 
to chair the Mil Street event. 
Glenda Jackson may also 
participate. 

“It's an attempt to level the 
playing field for Labour,” said 
Mr Evans, who is president of 
the Random House publishing 
group. Last autumn, Mr Evans 
played host to small breakfast 
of select Britons in New York 
at which the deputy Labour 
leader, John Prescott, was the 
sped al guest 

Mr Evans, who noted that he 
had become a “committed 
Labourite” for the first time in 
his life, said that the Conserv- 
ative Party was itself engaged in 


frying to raise funds from the 
some two million Britons living 
in America. He said he bad re- 
ceived a Tory solicitation letter. 

The activities planned by the 
group would also aim at ex- 
plaining Labour policies to 
Americans, particular those on 
Bfell Street “It would be a way 
of talking to American people 
about what a Labour govern- 
ment would mean so that they 
would understand that there 
have been some big changes in 

the Labour Party since it was last 

in power." Mr Evans said. 

Others who have put their 
names to the effort indude Mr 
Stringer, who is British and 
was formerly head of the CBS 
TV network, the well-known 
British restaurateur in New 
York Brian McNally, and film 
producers David Tfereshchuck 
and Peter Foges. 
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news 


Paedophile ring 


organised abuse 


at ‘evil’ home 


Roger Dobson 


It was meant to be a place of 
safety for vulnerable young 
children. The reality was that 
Bryn Estyn was a home where 
they suffered unimaginable 
nightmares and lived in fear of 
sexual and physical abuse. 
Younger children were bullied 
by older boys and three men 
who worked there have been 
jailed for abuse. 

The horror was compound- 
ed. an inquiry heard yesterday, 
by the concerted activities of 
paedophiles carrying out or- 
ganised and systematic abuse of 
the children. Gerard Elias, QG 
told the Waterhouse trib unal in- 
vestigating child abuse in North 
Wales that this was an impor- 
tant issue facing the tribunal. 

He said: “If there was such 
an infiltration, this raises the 
question of the existence of a 
paedophile ring. If such a ring 
did exist, was it organised, or 
simply a loose ana informal 
arrangement between abusers 
to share information and op- 
portunities? 

“There can be little doubt 
that most or all the most seri- 
ous sexual abusers knew each 
other. The homes presented at- 


tractive targets for them. Chil- 
dren in care form a particular- 
ly vulnerable dass and it was not 
difficult to obtain employment 
at one of the homes. 

The now-dosed, mock Tudor 
children's home in Wrexham 

was an evfl place where the only 

escape for some was to run 
away. The fear felt by children 
at Bryn Estyn was vividly re- 
counted by Mr Elias from a 
statement made to the tri- 
bunal's investigating team by a 
former resident: “After going to 
the dormitories a male member 
of staff would come to the door 
and call out one of the beys who 


non-publication of reports. In 
one letter to the council they 


one letter to the council they 
said: “Every inquiry is a further 
dress rehearsal for claimants 
and a further incentive to the 
bandwagon syndrome. We are 
concerned to avoid stirring up 


Boy soccer 


players being 


put at risk 


Glenda Cooper 


Football-mad hoys are beingpul 
in “potentially dangerous situ- 
ations'' where they could be 
abused by the people who train 
them, according to a Channel 
4 programme to be screened 
tonight 

An investigation by Dis- 
patches says the hold coaches 
have over their school-age pro- 
teges - the chance of a career 
in professional football - can 
give them the opportunity to 
abuse boys for years with little 
fear of discovery. 

One former coach, Barry 
Bennell. who worked at Man- 
chester City. Stoke City and 
Crewe Alexandra is currently 
serving four years in a US 
prison after admitting buggery 
and assault on a boy. 

Another amateur club, Ip- 
swich Saracens, found that then- 
coach Keith Kelley was already 
a convicted sex offender. De- 
spite this he had been able to 
set up another team with Foot- 
ball Association affiliation. He 
is now serving five years in jail 
after being found guilty on four 
counts of indecent assault. 

In BenneU’s case, four other 
boys, now in their 20s came for- 
ward to police after his arrest 
and he may face charges when 
he is deponed from America. 

One of them was Ian Ackley, 
who played for a Derbyshire 
side that Mr Bennell coached. 
“Looking back on the things 
that have happened [I have] lots 
of regrets really." he said. “It 
reminds me very much of the 
control he had basically over 
people. And how he very much 


had people in his grip.'' 

Manchester City did receive 
a letter of complaint from one 
family when Bennell rook 
the squad to a holiday camp, 
about the fact that their sons 
were staying late in BennelJ's 
bedroom. 

It was not until 1994 when Mr 
Bennell took youth teams from 
Staffordshire on tour to Flori- 


da that a 13-year-old boy spoke 
out about the abuse he suffered 
and Mr Bennell was arrested. 
He could only be charged with 
offences committed in the US. 

Ketley bad run a team in 
Southend-on-Sea, but after 
pleading guilty to indecently as- 
saulting boys he was sentenced 
to 18 months. He moved to Ip- 
swich, changed his name and 
started up another club. 

Around 43,000 clubs are cur- 
rently affiliated to the FA. The 
chairman of Suffolk FA told the 
programme: “No checks would 
necessarily be made on their 
background unless we were 
particularly suspicious that 
there was a problem." 

Because of such fears, Charl- 
ton Athletic has now estab- 
lished its own code of practice 
for coaches to avoid any fears 
of sexual abuse. The guide- 
lines include always working in 
pairs, not offering to drive chil- 
dren on their own and not 
putting themselves in ques- 
tionable situations. 

Les Reed, Charlton's first 
team coach, says that with such 
a large number of children in- 
volved with adults there is a “po- 
tentially dangerous situation" 
and guidelines help protect 
both children and staff. ‘The FA 
needs to come out of the tow- 
ers at Lancaster Gate and re- 
ally investigate what is going 
oq.” be said. 

A spokesman for the FA said 
that they were “strongly” in 
favour of child protection leg- 
islation being introduced and 
had written to the Home Sec- 
retary to emphasise this. 

“The FA has been a prime 
mover among sporting govern- 
ing bodies to get an effective 
screening process which aids 
child protection," he said “(Itl 
is committed to what could be 


a £lm phis programme of 
screening ail those involved in 


screening ail those involved in 
youth football ... It is the most 
comprehensive commitment to 
child protection ever under- 
taken in British sport.’' 
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claimants, particularly as two of 
the ringleaders have given up." 

Mr Bias said: “With this ap- 
proach, what might perhaps be 
called the hold-ihe-lid-on-at-afl- 
costs approach, the Ciwyd au- 
thority appears to have 
connived." 

The tribunal, chaired by Sir 
Ronald Waterhouse, was set up 
by the Secretary of State for 
Wiles, William Hague, to in- 
vestigate the allegations of 
abuse and the care system in 
North Wales. 


Almost 140 people who 
passed through Bryn Estyn have 
complained of abuse. Four 
more who alleged abuse are 
dead. “It is beyond dispute that 
others have been gravely datn- 


wouid get up and leave. They 
were normally gone for half an 
hour to an hour. When they re- 
turned they went back to bed 
and I often heard them sobbing, 
I never asked what happened 
because I was afraid to asL" 
The tribunal, whose hearings 
are expected to take a year, also 
heard yesterday of the role of 
Ciwyd Council's insurers in the 


aged not only by their experi- 
ences at the home, but also by 
tbetr inability to speak of those 
experiences to those in au- 
thority and thus commence the 
healing process," said Mr Elias. 

More than sixty people have 
made allegations of physical or 
sexual abuse against one man. 
One three occasions police sent 
files to the Crown Prosecution 
Service, but he was never pros- 
ecuted. Gywd Council carried 
out inquiries but almost all of 
these were never published. 
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Deal him in: Actor Omar Sharif, one of the best-known bridge players, preparing for the Macallan International Bridge 
Pairs championship in London this week. Also taking part is the top player, Bob Hamman Photograph: jonn voos 
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Caught on film: the camera that always lies 


Police admit that motorists are 
allowed to speed illegally with 
dummy roadside apparatus 


Jason Bennetto and 
David Garfinkd 

Motorists in many p:i rt> ol the 
counuy arc hein-t allowed to 
break, ihe speed limit because 
tiic police cannot afford to 
prosecute drivers caught hv 
roadside cameras, it was div 
elnsed yeslerdiiy. 

In some cases film has been 
deliberately removed from cam- 
eras and the speed limit set al ail 
aniticiully high level so that few- 
er motnmts"will be caught, in 
other insianees no action has 
been taken against drivers filmed 
breaking the speed limit. Resi- 
dents of Gantshill. in north-west 
London, say l hat one camera on 
the busy A 127 ti i Essex has no! 
ui >rked for three months. 

Chief constables vesierday 
appealed for extra money to car- 
ry oui prosecutions, arguing 
that the speed cameras were an 
extremely effective method of 
reducing road-traflk: accidents. 
They believe convicted mo- 
torists should contribute to 
prosecution costs. 

About 30 uul of the 43 police 

li trees in England and Wales use 
speed cameras, fitted al accident 
trouble spoLs. Tliey are triggered 
if a passing vehicle exceeds a set 
speed. Most drivers are liable to 
a Iked £40 fine and three licence 
penally points, although more 
serious cases are taken to court. 

However, onlv one in eight 


nunnrisis filmed speeding are 
prosecuted aai irding in a report 
published last Wednesday bv 
Lex Service, of the sales and Ic:ls- 
ing group. For example, in Aw «n 
and Someisel the police can only 
at ford to process and prosecute 
a certain number <if mntorisLs sv* 
they set their cameras to a high* 
er limit than normal - ensuring 
dial only the very worse law 
breakers are caught. A 
spokesman for Avon and Som- 
erset said: “There's no point in 
photographing motorists wc can- 
not afford to prosecute.” 

Geoffrey Markham, 
spokesman on speed enforce- 
ment for the Association of 
Chief Police Officers fAepn) 
and AssLstant Chief Constable 
of Essex, explained: "We have 
to back away from it. and not 
put film in the camera perhaps, 
or limit the numbers we 
process, or put the profile for 
speeding at too high a level. 

“We have to do all sorts of ar- 
tificial things to remain within 
our own budgets. But ...if a par- 
ticularly pvTOcriul weapon that we 
have at our disp<*j| is blunted I v- 
catisc we arc unable to use it in 
certain parts of the country, that 
is not a good road-safety mes- 
sage," he "i old BBC Radii 1 4*s Tit- 
Jay- programme. 

CTiicf laspcelor Jerry Mtuire. 
of Essex Police’s traffic aim- 
mission, and an assistant to the 
Acpo committee examining this 


vs 




Empty promise: The police speed camera on the London- Essex A127 that residents of Gantshill say has not done its job for three months 


issue, said: “In Essex if we 
could not afford to deal with any 
more cases we would close 
down the cameras until the 
backlog had been dealt with.” 

He warned: “We don't want 
motorists to know where thev can 
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speed and where they can’L Our 
main aim is to reduee the num- 
ber of road-iniflic accidents." 

Tlie police want to be paid a 
percentage of the fixed penal- 
ty payments made by speeding 
moio’rists, which at present goes 


to the Treasury. When cameras 
were first introduced in 1992 
ihe>' produced just 30(1 prose- 
cutions but by 1994 this rose to 
20,600. 

The Metropolitan Bailee said 
they supported the cal) for ex- 


tra funding. A spokesman for 
Sussex Police said: “It is im- 
possible to do everything so we 
target known black spots. 
Where there are problems you 
have to target your resources as 
we do not have a bottomless pit 


of money." But other forces 
questioned, including Hum- 
berside, Thames Valley, and 
Hertfordshire, said they prose- 
cuted all motorists caught over 
the speed limit. 

John Bowis, Transport min- 


Photograph: Brian Harris 

ister. said it was important that 
cameras should work and that 
people should be prosecuted. 
“I'm after a system where the 
police see that as one of their 
priorities, and so do implement 
effective camera work,” he said. 


Anti-traffic Bill gets amber light 




Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

The Government has decided 
to end hostilities towards a 
proposed new law which would 
compel local councils to plan 
cuts in road traffic. 

Anti-road protesters showed 
their support for the Traffic Re- 
duction Bill in London yester- 
day by briefly blocking the busy 
road beside the Houses of Par- 
liament with a sit-down protest. 

The Road Traffic Reduction 
Bill reaches a crucial stage to- 
morrow, with its second 'read- 
ing in the House of Commons. 
Its backers, including more 
than 100 local councils and 220 
MFs, believe the Government’s 
change of heart has given their 

Cars to 
come with 
their own 
cat’s eyes 

Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

Cars will soon come with infra- 
red night vision systems able to 
pick ouL people and objects that 
drivers otherwise might not 
see. following research by 
Jaguar. 

The new systems would use 
cameras sensitive to infrared ra- 
diation emitted from the front 
of the car. The enhanced image 
of the road and obstacles ahead, 
consisting of heat reflected from 
otherwise invisible objects, 
would then be projected in vis- 
ible light onto the windscreen. 

“Technically, we are really 
quite close to this," said Raid 
Mulvanny. principal technical 
specialist at Jaguar Engineering 
in Whitley. His division has al- 
ready built and tested prototype 
! systems and he reckons that 
working versions could be in- 
corporated into cars by 2000. 

“This could double the 
| pedestrian detection range for 
■ the average driver, and quadru- 
ple it for older drivers," he said. 
Research has found that drivers 
uy to avoid night journeys as 
they get older, partly because 
natural eye deterioration caus- 
es problems watching the road, 
especially with oncoming head- 
lights. In such circumstances, 
drivers are often unable to see 
properly because they are tem- 
porarily blinded. The infrared 
system would compensate for 
this. 

US insurance industry figures 
suggest that driving at night is 
disproportionately dangerous: 
55 per cent of serious accidents 
occur at night, with just 28 per 
cent of daytime traffic volumes. 

The biggest problem will be 
to get the cost low enough to 
make it economical to include 
as a standard fitting. The system 
requires special headlamps, an 
infrared camera, projector and 
specially-developed glass for 
the windscreen. 

“It’s a chicken-and-egg situ- 
ation,” said Mr Mulvanny. “If 
we could fit it for free, then 
everyone would want one. Our 
initial target is the sort of peo- 
ple who bought in-car naviga- 
tion system. Those initially cost 
about £3,000, but the cost has 
come down considerably. The 
same would apply here." 


Bill with a real chance of en- 
tering into force. 

The legislation would oblige 
councils to set targets for cutting 
traffic levels, or cutting the pro- 
jected growth in the number of 
car and lorry journeys. The tar- 
gets, and the plans to implement 
them, would have to be drawn 
up within a year of the Bill be- 
coming law. and they would cov- 
er the years 2005 and 2010. 

The Private Member's Bill in- 
troduced by Liberal Democrat 
MP Don Foster, has its vital sec- 
ond reading m the Commons to- 
morrow. Backers say that if it 
survives it has a reasonable 
chance of getting through the 
Commons stages and the Lords 
before the general election is 
called and Parliament dissolved. 


The Government has indi- 
cated that it will not oppose the 
BQI, following negotiations with 
Mr Foster in which he made sub- 
stantial concessions. In its orig- 
inal version it would have 
compelled the Secretary of State 
for Transport to set national tar- 
gets. something his department 
could not countenance. 

The Bill has backing from the 
Green Party-, Plaid Cymru and 
Friends of the Earth. Ron Bai- 
ley. the veteran Green Party 
campaigner who wrote iL said: 
“It’s not what we originally in- 
tended, but its a vital step which 
puts traffic reduction on the leg- 
islative agenda for the first lime." 

Councils would be expected 
to hit their targets by improv- 
ing facilities for pedestrians 


and cyclists, boosting public 
transport and refusing plan- 
ning permission for develop- 
ments which make people more 
reliant on cars - out-of-town 
shopping cemres and leisure 
complexes, for example. 

The Department ofTkmsporl 
said its stance would be revealed 
tomorrow, but the Bill was 
“moving towards current gov- 
ernment policy". 

Supporters of the legislation 
held a rally in Central Hall, fol- 
lowed Ity a mass lobby of MP5 
in ParliamenL The main justi- 
fications for the Bill are that it 
would cut the growing volume 
of noise and pollution from traf- 
fic. make towns and dries more 
attractive and curb the demand 
for new roads. About 2,000 


people attended, many with 
placards, and some sat in the 
road. They were quickly moved 
by police, who said there were 
no arrests and the demonstra- 
tion was good naturcd. Dozens 
of cyclists showed their support 
by circling Parliament Square. 

' If the Bill is passed it will be 
the second major item of 
“green” legislation brought 
about through the Private Mem- 
ber’s Bill procedure. In 1995 the 
Home Energy Conservation 
Act become law - also with the 
backing of the Liberal Democ- 
rats, Friends of the Earth, Plaid 
Cymru and the Green Party. 
This compels all councils to 
outline a strategy to cut energy 
use in homes in their area by 30 
per cent over 10 years. 
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habitat sale 


SALE ENDS 26 JANUARY 

Sale ends 25 January in the following stores 
Belfast • Brighton ■ Bournemouth . Cheltenham ■ Exeter ■ Hammersmith 
Harrogate • Norwich ■ Tunbridge Wells 

For store details call 0645 334433 (local call) anytime 
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in war 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Conservative election cam paign 
managers have urged party 
officials to dig out “personal 
items" on Labour front- 
benchers in order to generate 
fear of a victory by Tony Blair. 

A Tory strategypaper leaked 
to Labour says; “171616 is a real 
risk that the ‘fear factor' which 
played such a large part in the 


last, election has been, neu- 
tralised." The paper Wder&t 
material to be generated for use 
in the media about the differ- 
ence between national Labours 
rhetoric and its inefficiency and 
dogma inJocal government 
“In all instances," the paper 
says, “there should be a com- 
plete file on the frontbench 
spokesmen, showing their 
record, in local government 
where' applicable, their affilia- 


win 


P 




ftlon with unions, the policies of 
"thermion which supports them 
"■ and any personal items like 
Harman and Blair's choice of 
schools. 

“Tbgether with normal brief- 
ings to the media, specific TV 
programmes need to be de- 
signed with suggested partici- 
pants. The media also needs 
to be encouraged to interview 
local Labour chairmen of 
' education." 


The first fruits of the Tory 
strategy have already appeared 
this week in the Daily Tele- 
graph and The Sun in pieces 
headlined: "Ten left-wing coun- 
cils run up debts of £9bn" and 
“Labour's town haul of waste". 

Labour yesterday accused 
the Tories of hypocrisy, saying 
that in spile of privatisation pro- 
ceeds, the national debt had 
doubled to £7.000 for every 
man, woman and child. 


Labour's : ■ ^environment 
spokesman, Frank; Dobson, 
picked up a report to be pub- 
lished by the official Audit 
Commission today, which says: 
‘‘Councils are caught between 
a rock and a hard place: be- 
tween government targets to re- 
duce local authority spending 
and pressures for more ana 
better services. 

"Unwelcome though such 
financial pressure may be, local 
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MrDobson said: “The Audit 
Commission have exposed the 
Tbrylie machine for what it re- 
ally is - the same old lies from 
the same old Ibry liars. 

"The Audit Commission says 
most councils are doinga goqd 
job under increasing difficulties 
— caused in the main by Tory 
Government policies-" 

The leaked Conservative pa- 
per says: “If Labour are total- 


lv incompetent at 

budgets and most of their JVuts 
and prospective parliamentary 
candidates are drawn from 
local government or union 
bodies? how can they run a 
national economy? ' 

In addition to Labour s ac- 
cess in defusing the "fear actor , 

the Conservative strategists con- 
cede Westminster councils 
“homes for votes" scandal has 
created a problem. “Homes for 


L d e heen a briltandy en* 
escemedby 

very difficult 
for the Government to attack 
Labour in the critical area oflo- 
wmv* mrneDt’' It suggests re- 

SaS is needed, "particidmty 

into the activities of the objec- 
to^ The “three best stones 
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should be carefully planed 

and timed for mamnum effect”. 


Group 4 admits 
no experience 
of nurseries 


Judith Judd and Fran 
Abrams 


Group 4, which was paid £14 
million to award contracts for 
inspections of nursery schools, 
admitted last night that it had 
no experience of nurse rv 
education. 

The company told the Com- 
mons Select Committee on Ed- 
ucation that a former steel 
stockholder, an ex-brigadier 
and the principal of a sixth-form 
college carried out the inter- 
views for the contractors to in- 
spect nurseries under the 
nursery vouchers scheme. 

Angry opposition MPs point- 
ed out that the inspectors, who 
have vetted more than 350 pri- 
vate nursery schools for the 
voucher scheme, have failed just 
two. Under the schools inspec- 
tion scheme, which deals with 
the more thoroughly-regulated 
state schools, four times as 
many are deemed to be failures. 

Last night, Margaret Hodge, 
bead of Labour’s under-fives in- 
quiry team, described the situ- 
ation as “scandalous." 

“Somebody, somewhere 


must be putting pressure on. 
Quality appears to be being sac- 
rificed on the altar of the elec- 
tion,*' she said. 

In the committee, Rob 
Sontar from Group 4 said: 
“The group were selected not 
as educationalists but to select 
contractors under the criteria 
laid down by Ofeted.” 

Don Foster, the Liberal De- 
mocrats' education spokesman, 
told them: **It is slightly odd that 
you are proudly professing no 
knowledge of the business these 
contractors are in." 

But a spokeswoman for Of- 
sted said the fact that only 0.6 
per cent of the schools and play 
groups had failed was good 
news. “I am sure the parents will 
be delighted that their schools 
are providing an acceptable 
standard for their youngsters. 
There is not much more I can 
say," she said. 

Labour’s education 
spokesman David Blunkett said 
yesterday that he would cancel 
the voucher scheme. Vouchers 
sent out in April would be ho- 
noured but no more would be 
issued in September. 



Nolan 
puts party 
funding 
on agenda 


cute 
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Christian Wohnar 

Westminster Correspondent 


Vanishing species: The paper boy is threatened, according to campaigners - Including the Committee for Diversity and Pluralism - who launched a 
petition yesterday demanding changes to newspaper distribution rules which they say are driving the comer shop out of business Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Lord Nolan is encouraging the 
setting up of an inquiry into the 
funding of political parties, af- 
ter the election. 

Tony Blair, the Labour lead- 
er. has been pressing Lord- 
Nolan, who is ebairman of the 
Committee on Standards in Pub- 
lic Life, to bold such an inquiry 
because of the mystery which sur- ' 
rounds the sources of Tory tend- 
ing, particularly contributions 
from abroad. Now, in response 
ro a letter from Brian Wilson, 
Labour's campaign manager. 
Lord Nolan has said that he 
would like to see such an inquiry 
set up once the election is over. 

He told Mr Wilson: “My own 
view is that party funding as a 
general issue is a subject that 
needs looking at.” 

The remit of the Natencom- 
mittee. set up in the wake oftiie 
cash -for-qu estio ns affair,, (toes - 
not generally extend to party 
funding and John Major has re- 
fused to sanction an inquiry. Bui 
it now appears that Labour 
may do so if it wins the election. 
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Mqjor backs Clarke 
in Euro showdown 
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Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


One bill. 


Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel- 
lor, today will face a show- 
down with the Euro-sceptics in 
the Cabinet over the European 
single currency, with the back- 
ing of John Major, Michael 
Heseltine and Malcolm 
Rifkind. 

With their support, the Cab- 
inet is expected to reaffirm its 
“wait and see" approach, and 
will rule out any change of pol- 
icy before the general election. 

By holding the Cabinet de- 
bate today, Mr Major will be 
seeking to settle the issue de- 
cisively. to avoid it overshad- 
owing the political Cabinet at 
Chequers on Monday next 
week, when the outline" of the 
Consereative election mani- 
festo will be agreed. 

Michael Howard, ihe Home 
Secretary, led the Cabinet 
Euro-sceptics in pressing the 
Chancellor to accept a more 
Euro-sceptic approach to the 
single currency. Others backing 
Mr Howard at a previous Cab- 
inet meeting included Peter 


UUey, Michael Portillo and 
Gillian Shephard. 

William Waldegrave. the 
Chief Secretary to the Treasure, 
also took the view that Britain 
could not enter the first wave of 
a single currency. That influ- 
enced Stephen Darrell, the Sec- 
retary of State for Health, who 
recently swung demands for 
Britain fundamentally to rene- 
gotiate its position in the Eu- 
ropean Union. 

They were hoping to push 
the Chancellor into changing 
the policy by announcing that 
it was unlikely that Britain 
would enter the single curren- 
cy in the first wave. 

Mr Clarke's allies privately 
say he believes it is unlikely that 
Britain will enter the first wave. 
But he has rejected any shift of 
policy, arguing that it would be 
the stan of a “slippeiy slope" 
leaving the Government with no 
option in the election but to rule 
out joining a single currency. He 
has left an implicit threat that 
he would resign if a change of 
policy was agreed. 

The Cabinet Euro-sceptics 
had insisted that the other 


member countries we^ fudging 
the criteria for erttttang the 
single currency. They pointed to 
the French, who areu s iug pab- 
Uc sector pension fundstomeet 
the Maastricht debt c ri teri a for 
joining the currency. 

The Chancellor will present 
the Cabinet with aTheasmy pa- 
per telling colleagues that no 
judgement can be reached on 
whether or not the other coun- 
tries are “fudging" the criteria 
until after the election. That 
would leave the Government 
with no alternative but to sup- 
port the existing poliqr. '. . 

“We are sympathetic but the 
French example is a one-off. lt 
is not enough evidence on 
which to decide that the crite- 
ria are being fudged,” said erne 
ministerial source. 

The Euro-sceptics, having 
made a stand in the Cabinet, are 
expected to accept the lead 
taken by the Prime Minister to 
back Mr Clarke. They resolved 
to riding out the general elec- 
tion campaign on the “wait 
and see" approach, although 
they have warned it could prove 
untenable. 
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Orange Talkshare. Two reduced 
price phones. One Talk Plan with 
shared minutes. One connection 
charge. One monthly bill. 


Motorola mr20 twin pack 



(r.r.p.) 


Fifth Tory win could alter 
entire political system 
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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


60 minutes of free talk time to share 
each month for only £3750 (plus VAT). 
Calls between Orange phones only 
lOp per minute (plus VAT) throughout 
the week. 

Weekend calls only 5p per minute 
(plus VAT) for all local, national and 
Orange to Orange calls. " 

Orange benefits include per second 
billing, free 12 months insurance with 


24 hour replacement and a 14 day 
money back guarantee. 

Both phones will receive new numbers 
from Orange Personal Communications 
Services Ltd. 

Connection to Orange Talkshare is 
subject to status and a, one off 
connection charge of £30 (plus VAT). 

Your Orange contract will be for a 
minimum of 12 months. 
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ty tends to be buried. 

"The Labour Party is a par- 
ty of socialism, it's a party of 
egalitarianism. The Tbries are 


Find out more about Talkshare before 31st Januaw 1997 at 
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Physics 
in decline 
as colleges 
cut courses 


news 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

The University of East Anglia 
yesterday became the fourth 
English university I his year to 
end or wield the axe over 
physics degrees, prompting 
renewed concern over the sub- 
ject's decline in Britain. 

UEA\ governing body voted 
to shut all its pure physics de- 
gree courses - so the present in- 
take will be the last - blaming 
a fall in applications and rising 
costs in the department. 

The move marks a growing 
trend among universities seek- 
ing to weed out less popular and 
more expensive courses to save 
money, with physics increasingly 
becoming a target for cuts. " 

Like UEA. Coventry Univer- 
shy win axe its applied physics de- 


Opportunitios for physics 
graduates: 

■Around half of physics grad- 
uates go on to use their ex- 
pertise In their chosen career. 

■ The most popular field tor 
physicists is Information 
technology, where many are 
involved in computer 
progra mmin g and electronics. 
Many also choose careers In 
finance and management, 
manufacturing, defence, 
telecommunications, the 
nuclear industry, medical 
physics and meteorology. 

■ Graduate physicists’ starting 
salaries average £14,000 - 
around the average for grad- 
uates. Afterwards, pay varies 
widely according to career, 
though a doctorate cprarantees 
higher earning power. 

■ Job-seekers with a PhD in 
particle physics and astrono- 
my have among the best 
employment prospects In the 
country. Nationally, unem- 
ployment of particle physicists 
is less than 2 per cenL 

■ The Institute of Physics 

gree after September following 
a steady decline in the number 
and quality of applications. At 
Birkbeck College, pan of Lon- 
don University, proposals for 
wholesale closure of its physics 
department as part of a package 
of cost-cutting measures have 
provoked angry opposition from 
students and unions. And De 
Montfort University in Leicester 
is to meige its physics and chem- 
istry departments in the light of 
a “sustained national decline in 
demand for physics education". 

The Institute of Physics, the 
professional body for physicists 


in the United Kingdom, yester- 
day described the trend us “enor- 
mously worrying", and said 
smaller departments were be- 
coming increasingly vulnerable 
as budget pressures increased. 

Many colleges already cross - 
subsidise science subjects, bail- 
ing out physics with money from 
other areas, but with projected 
cuts of 7 per cent per student 
across the sector over the next 
three years they may no longer 
have the flexibility to do so. 

The number of physics un- 
dergraduates has stayed steady 
in the last few years at around 
2,900 annually, but expansion in 
overall student numbers means 
that they have declined as a pro- 
portion of the total. The decline 
is more marked at A-levcl, 
where numbers taking physics 
have fallen in 10 vears from 
50,000 to just over 30.000. 

Philip Diamond, higher ed- 
ucation and research manager 
at the Institute of Physics, said 
the subject suffered from a low 
rate of research fending. “That 
means there are many depart- 
ments in dcficiL and universities 
have to make pragmatic deci- 
sions. Small departments are 
particularly vulnerable.” 

UEA hasl8 first-year physics 
undergraduates this year- down 
from 34 in 1992-3 -while Coven- 
try University has just 1 1 full- 
time first-year physics students. 

Coventry's vice-chancellor. 
Dr Mike Goldstein, said the uni- 
versity had grown increasingly 
concerned about the quality of 
applicants for physics courses, 
adding: “We can't go on running 
more and more courses when 
there is no strong national or 
local demand.” 

A UEA spokeswoman, Anne 
Ogden, said the university had 
seen a steep decline in physics 
applications, and had been 
cross-subsidising the subject 
However, it will maintain 
physics post-graduate and 
research work, highly rated in 
recent research gradings. 

Recent research into A-level 
physics trends by Professor Alan 
Smitfaers of Brunei University 
suggested that students taking 
the double GCSE science - 
now more common than sepa- 
rate sciences - were pul off by 
the scale of the leap to A-level. 
Pupils at independent schools, 
where separate science 
GCSEs are still the norm, are 
more likely to pursue the 
subjects after 16, making the 
sciences increasingly the pre- 
serve of the middle classes. 
Professor Smithers said. 




Brain work: Natasha Noramaly, a student, demonstrating the ‘neuro-net’, a brain scanner being developed at Glasgow University which is one of the projects to benefit from 
a £1.4m boost to Scotland's biotechnology industry with the launch yesterday of Scottish Start Up Mentoring, a business and technology collaboration Photograph: Peter Devlin 

Anger as subsidised tobacco jobs go to Ulster 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

A tobacco company bas been 
paid £ltim tty the Government 
to move to a factory in the Rev 
Ian Paisley's Ulster constituency 
- a move which means a net loss 
of 650 jobs. 

The payment has been 
attacked as politically motivated 
by a Labour MP whose 
constituency will be badly 
affected by the decision. As the 
Government struggles to survive 
without a majority, the 12 
Unionist MPs wield an 
increasing amount of power in 
Westminster. 

The row eniptcd after Gal- 
lagher. makers of Silk Cut and 
Benson and Hedges cigarettes, 
announced it was to dose its fac- 
tory in Hyde, Greater Man- 
chester in the next four years 
with the loss of 950 jobs. The 
firm has been paid to expand its 
existing operation in Ballymena, 
Northern Ireland, creating 300 
jobs there. 

Tom Pendry, the MP for 
StaJybridge and Hyde, has 
attacked the move while unions 
are planning a picket of the Silk 
Cut rugby league final due to be 
held at Wembley on 3 May. Six- 
ty five Labour MPS have signed 
a Commons motion condemn- 
ing the decision. 

Gallagher has two factories 
in the United Kingdom, one 
with 950 workers in Hyde and 
another with 1,100 in Mr Pais- 
ley's North Antrim constituen- 
cy. The Northern Ireland 
factory is in a Protestant area 
and 86 per cent of its workforce 
are Protestants. 

Mr Pendiy has written to Ian 
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Phis: The 100 
Greatest Paintings 
in Britain today, 
and The New Science of 
Health - find out 
how scientists could 
improve your sex life 


DON'T MISS THE NEW FIVE-SECTION INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 
- PLACE AN ORDER WITH YOUR NEWSAGENT TODAY 


Lang, the President of the 
Board of Trade, and to Sir 
Patrick Mayhew, the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, 
to demand explanations for the 
large grant. He says the move 
will cost the firm money because 
its main distribution centre is in 


Crewe. Cheshire, within easy 
travelling distance from Hyde. 

Mr Pendiy said: “It is inex- 
cusable if, in an election year, 
political decisions are allowed 
to dose a profitable and efficient 
factory. 1 want to know what 
support the government will 


now give Tamcside [the local 
area] given that their actions will 
deprive the area of 1,1)00 jobs." 

The Manufacturing, Science 
and Finance Union, which rep- 
resents staff at the Hyde facto- 
ry, has protested vociferously 
and is planning a picket of the 


Silk Cut final, which is 
sponsored by Gallagher. 

Ian Birks.* general manager 
for corporate affairs with Gal- 
lagher, said that although the 
grant had helped, the decision 
was made purely on commercial 
grounds. And a spokesman for 



the Industrial Development 
Board, which made the grant 
decision, said: “The support 
offered is in line with our 
overall policy which is to 
encourage the development of 
internationally competitive 
companies.” 
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The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP seeks to avoid 
investment in companies that harm people, wildlife or our world. 


Instead, it seeks to invest in companies that deliver 
positive benefits to society. 


WOULDN’T YOU 
RATHER HAVE PROFIT 
WITH PRINCIPLES? 
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The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP 
aims to invest in companies that make a 
positive contribution to the world we live in. 

And to avoid companies whose business 
practices could be harmful to the planet and 
its people. 

Yet this needn't mean avoiding a 
decent profit. 

Over the past 5 years. Stewardship has 
out- performed the average return for ail unit 
trusts, ethical or not* 

Just the kind of performance you would 
expect from Friends Provident, the UK’s 
leading ethical investment company, 
which manages around £700 million of 
ethical investments. 


ProfHr- Tax Free 

Five year returns out-perform the 
average for all unit trusts* 


straightforward language. 

Call 0800 00 00 80 now, or contact 
your financial adviser, and you’ll find that 
your principles needn't stop you making a 
profit. 


Get on the Blue Line now, direct to 
Friends Provident 

The Blue Line is the fast no-hassle way 
to get the information you need about this 
product over the phone to help you make 
an informed decision. 

You'll deal with friendly qualified 
people who will talk to you in clear 


Proven track record with good growth 
prospects. 

All profits are tax-free. 

Invest a lump sum (minimum £1 .000) or 
monthly payments of £50 or more. 
Managed by the UK's leading ethical 
investment company. 

Investment in successful companies 
which are helping rather than harming 
the world. 
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Forget Ruskin and William Morris: this woman wants 
to take the flat cap out of the working men’s college 


mens 




O . 4c of them women, has long 

Lucy Ward Labour’s deputy spokesman m t^hind of 

Education Correspondent the House of I^rds. nai d wachin^^jnd fas ^ 

: The row centres on plans ap* P" such s[a ff left, Ms Murraj 

One of England’s oldest adult proved by the ooUgeooipaj ^ “In its heyday, the l^tur- 
E ducation mtlpgpc founde d 150 tion. a board of trustee 5 ers were eml set' , 
years ago to provide a liberaled- directors, for a fhadaraen orC i e rgyTncnwho w, ' lir ^ e 
ucation forworkmg-dass men, shake-up oftbew^theuis^ morning and then ram v - 
is being rocked bv an internal non is sevemed T^e proposal a meal and 





Shake-up: Evelyn Murray, warden of the Working Men's College in Camden, north London, which she says must change 




emore are betraying its soaai- me corporauuu dav^amntntHB^*-—-™ 

ist roots and succumbing to the college’s trust funds hj 11 t j ic next plane to New \fark. 

pressures of the marketplace, gates educational and gj? ^ las[ year tymspec- 

The Working Men’s College, matters to an electedcoun^j the Further Education 

in Camden, north London, staffandstudentitoberep^ed fundil ^ Council. which finanas 

which boasts John Raskin, with a single governing bo ^ cent of the colleges 

Dante Gabriel- Rossetti and The rebels claim the rn^«. praised some leaching 

Charles Kingsley among its for- which they hope to challenge m found “significant weak- 

mer staff, is the focus of a clash thecoints, isimdemoaan^ - in governance, man- 

between a philanthropic edu- out of keepingwitb the foun ement and quahiy assurance, 

rational tradition in which ideals since it would Following the report, the cor- 

teachexs once worked for free, more than one-third of sra noraiion set up working groups 
«,i;nrnfn»vWn fhp new hodv for teachers any K' . -erinn nlan. which 


-The battle to dictate the and the college is warden. Eve 
identity of the college in the next lyn Murray, ; „ f n ro- 
mill enniiCTn has pitched a group is essential if the traditwnUD 
of ctoff iM an aiv in the vidme education for people wun 
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Lord McIntosh says the pre- 
sent svstcro does not wort 
■Very few students or staff stand 


Maurice, against lb< 

Photograph: John Vbos Lord McIntosh of 


GREAT SAVINGS ON 


study is to be continued. ihal are nece ssary - they 

Malvern Host**. art teach , - makc decisions on 

college council member and . dfiel or establish the ed- 

critic of the reforms, fea* they Tbc col- 

will destroy a key aim of the interpreted the 
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'SSSSs 
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i tranx nitty wuui ^ . f the dispute rag- 


“i think thev would be miner ur«- wiumwu B , — 

thanks to market kntws little of the dispute rag- 
forees! wearegoing back to an ine beneath the insulations 
. Z^,Trr. - William Mo ms-designcd ceiJ- 


autocratic system.” 

The principal and warden 
give short shrift to the rebels 
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ing beneath the institution’s 
WUliam Morris-designed ceil- 
ings. "1 don’t know about the 
politics.' - music student Richard 
t , K L-in cm iit -f inst come for the 
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give short shrift to tne reneis puuuw. yyi 

dims to speak for the founder. Leskin said. Ijust come for the 
The college, which today has course. Bui I would be womed 
more than 2,000 studen ts. wo- if the fees went up. 

DAILY POEM 

Long-Term Misunderstanding 

By Ifigenija Simonovic 

(translated by the author and Anthony Rudolf) 

when young he asks: who arc you 
smooth little snake 
nesting sweetly in my bed 
and I think : / am a she- wolf 
looking through her teeth to see 
how to sneak under your skin 
but l say I am 
link' red ruling hood 
riding your head 

when old he asks: who are you 

what down want now 

what is all this no a 

what else do you need 

to fill up and / think: 

a dn*p of poison please 

but l say nothing and he thinks 

I mean it. I am riding his head 

but he says: nothing my su re/ 

little red riding snake 

and I think he means it aiui I go 

out of my head 

Bom in Slovenia. Itigcnija Simonovic now works as a potter 
in London ( where .she has a stall in Covcnt Garden market) 
but still writes in her native language. This poem comes 
from her collection Striking Root, available for £7.99 ftom 
The Menard Press at 8 The Oaks. Woodside Avenue. 
London N12 8AR. 
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Mutilation that led to attack on Saddam’s son 


Patrick Cockbum 


The attack which crippled 
Delay, the son of Saddam Hus- 
sein, was organised by a mem- 
ber of ihe Iraqi leader's own 

extended family in revenge Idr 
ihe killing of his uncle, a senior 
army general, seven years ago. 

_ A group ol' people ambushed 
Ldov, one of the most impor- 
tant members of the regime, as 
he drove with his girl friend in 
Baghdad on 12 December. The 
name cif the leader of the group. 
77je Independent has learned 
from an Iraqi source, is Ra'ad 
al-Hazaa, the nephew of Gen- 
eral Omar Mohammed al-Haz- 
aa who was executed bv 
President Saddam in 199U. 

Ra'ad was formerly an offi- 
cer in the palace guards. When 
his unele was killed he was dis- 
missed. He was able lo gain in- 
telligence of Uday's movemenLs 
because he himself was a mem- 
ber of the ruling elite. .Along 
with four or five others in- 
volved in ihe plut Ra'ad is now 
in Iran. Iraq has officially de- 
manded they he handed over, 
but Iran denies their presence. 


Uday. -^2, remains in hospi- 
tal in Baghdtid pttraJvsed by at 
least four build wound. One Is 
lodged in his spine, according 
to oppositk m groups. The seri- 
ousness of his injuries was con- 
firmed by the French 
government's admission last 
week that he hud been seen by 
a team of French doctors in 
Baghdad. Paris bos refused per- 
mission for Uday to come to 
France for medical treatment. 

Credit for the ambush has 
been claimed by a number of 
opposition groups, notably by 
ul-Dawa, an extreme Shia Mus- 
lim militant movement which in 
the past has made guerrilla at- 
tacks on the regime. 

An Iraqi familiar with the 
events surrounding the attaek 
says: “AJ-Dawa were involved in 
the logistics and knew what 
was happening. There have 
always been Shia willing to die 
tu assassinate leading mem- 
bers of the regime. But they nev- 
er had access to the intelligence 
you would need to be success- 
ful. The Hazuu family, as pan 
of the elite, eould provide this.” 

The origins of the feud which 




Blood ties: Uday m hospital. The attack was a severe blow to his father, Saddam (right) 


Photograph: Reuter 


led to the assassination attempt 
lie in the bloodthirsty politics of 
President Saddam's extended 
family. They come from the 
Sunni Muslim heartland of 
Tikrit, a city on the Tigris, 
north of Baghdad. Iraq's ruling 
circle is known as “the Tikrilis.” 


From the 19711s General Haz- 
aa was a divisional commander 
in the army and an important 
member of this ruling elite. 

When President Saddam at- 
tacked Iran in 1980, beginning 
an eight- year war in which half 
a million died. General Hazaa 


became critical of the regime. 
He left the army and spent 
much of his time in the retired 
army officer's club in the 
Yarmuk district of Baghdad 
where he had his house. He is 
said by other officers to have 
expresed contempt for Presi- 


dent Saddam's branch of the 
clan, which comes from the 
village of al-Ouju, just outside 
TikriL and was not pan of the 
clan's traditional leadership. 

An Iraqi army officer now in 
exile says General Hazaa often 
got drunk and criticised Presi- 


dent Saddam. He says: “In 
1990 the general was arrested. 
He was taken to al-Ouja and his 
tongue was cut ouL Then he was 
executed. His son Rirouq was 
killed at the some time and the 
general’s house in Baghdad 
was bulldozed.” 

The mutilation of political 
prisoners before execution is 
common in Iraq as a way of 
intimidating relatives to whom 
the body is returned. 

Uday is not known to have 
taken pan in the killing. But he 
is notorious as the most violent 
member of the regime, beating 
his father's personal bodyguard 
Kamil Hussein Jajo to death in 
19SS. He precipitated the flight 
of General Hussein Kamil. 
President Saddam's son-in-law. 
in 199.S. and murdered him on 
his return last year. Uday's 
drunkenness and womanising 
may also have made him an eas- 
ier target. 

Ra'ad and a number of oth- 
er gunmen wailed for Uday near 
the racecourse in the wealthy 
al- Mansur district cif Baghdad 
on 12 December. They are said 
by an Iraqi source to have re- 


ceived information about his 
whereabouts from “Lubna". a 
girl with him the car. There are 
conflicting reports that she was 
killed or wounded in the attack. 

After the ambush, the most 
successful assault on President 
Saddam's inner lamiiy ever car- 
ried out, the attackers fled to 
Iran, though the Iranians had no 
prior knowledge of the assassi- 
nation. The Iraqi Foreign Min- 
ister demanded through the 
UN Security Council that they 
be handed over. Iran denied it 
knew anything about them. The 
attackers were apparently wor- 
ried Iran might covertly return 
them to Baghdad and gave in- 
formation to friends 'abroad 
about their predicamem. 

The attack is a blow to the 
regime. It makes Qusai. Presi- 
dent Saddam's other son, the 
heir apparent It is the first time 
members of the President's 
clan have co-operated with Shia 
militants. It comes just as the 
regime appeared to he growing 
stronger after its successful mil- 
itary’ intervention in Kurdistan 
and the limited resumption of 
Iraqi oil exports. 


significant shorts 


Communists 
fail to oust 
Yeltsin 


A long-shot Communist bid 
to oust President Boris 
Yeltsin for being ill failed in 
parliament yesterday. The 
Communists could not 
muster enough support to 
pass the resolution. 

Such a resolution wnuld 
have declared Yeltsin’s 
presidency “terminated''; the 
Prime Minister, Victor 
Chernomyrdin, would have 


BSE deaths 
herald crisis 
in Germany 


been placed in charge, and a 
presidential election called. 


presidential election called. 
Bui the resolution's sponsor 
vowed to continue his battle 
to get rid of Mr Yeltsin and 
claimed that procedural 
errors marred the vote. 

The move came only 
hours after Mr Yeltsin 
showed up at the Kremlin 
for the first time since felling 
ill on 6 January. The surprise 
trip was clearly timed lo 
quell claims that he is too 
sick to handle government 
affairs. AP - Moscow 


Germany has ordered the 
slaughter of all cows 
imported from Britain and 
Switzerland, and has 
imposed lighter restrictions 
on their offspring, after a 
crisis meeting of ministers. 

Following the death last 
week of the fifth German- 
bom cow to fall victim lo 
bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE), 
passed on from its British- 
horn mother, 5,200 animals 
are to be destroyed. Another 
7,000 calves bom in 
Germany were reprieved, 
although’ they will not be 
allowed to be slaughtered 
for meat. Imre Karats - Bonn 


Euthanasia 
law ‘works’ 


Paris bank 
chief freed 


Hundreds of employees 
occupying the Paris 
headquarters of the troubled 
state bank Credit Fonder de 
France released its chairman, 
Jerome Meyssonnier, but 
said that the siege, in its sixth 
day, would continue. 

The Finance Minister, 
Jean Arthois, who has been 
under intense pressure over 
his plans for the bank, said 
that the release would allow 
a serious dialogue to begin. 
Reuters - Paris 


A 69-year-old man has - • • 
become the third Australian 
to commit suidde under the 
euthanasia law of the 
Northern Territory and 
doctors said the death shows 
(he controversial law is now 
working well The unnamed 
man was suffering from 
terminal stomach cancer. 
Reuters - Canberra 


French rail 
strike 


France’s two biggest raO 
unions called for a strike on 
30 January against plans to 
reform the heavily indebted 
SNCF state railway. 

Reuters - Paris 


Military loses 
sex battle 


A federal judge ruled that a 
new Jaw banning the sale of 
sexually explicit material at 
United States government- 
operated military stores 
violates the First 
Amendment, which pledges 
freedom of speech. 

In a victory for Penthouse 
magazine, the US District 
Judge Shira Scheindlin 
ordered that the Department 
of Defense be restrained 
from changing the military's 
stock or selling policies. 
General Media 
Communications, which 
publishes Penthouse , sued the 
. department to block 
enforcement of the Military’ 


Ethiopia team 
goes offside 


Sixteen members of 
Ethiopia's national soccer 
squad sought political 
asyhnn in Italy, leaving their 
country without a proper 
team after slipping then- 
escort during a stopover on 
the way to a match. 

The 15 players and their 
coach disappeared from a 
hotel near Rome airport 
where they had been staying 
while on tbeir way to 
Casablanca for an African 
Nations' Cup match against 
Morocco. Reuters - Rome 


Tas de fumer’ 


Honour and Decency Act. - 

Reuters -New York 


China nets its 
students 


Tb help convince its students 
.studying overseas to return 
home, China will set up an 
. Internet site to facilitate 
exchanges of information . 

■ about research, education ’ 
and jobs. AP - Peking 


French smokers were fuming 
oyer the country’s first 
court decision to order a \ 
crackdown on tobacco use in 
public under a theoretically 
tough, but virtually 
unenforced, 1991 law. 

A civil court in Lyon ruled 
that the state-owned SNCF 
railways had fafled 
adequately to enforce the 
anti-smoking law in the 
central French city’s 
Part-Dieu train station. 

Set das -Paris 
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Kohl fends 
off storm 
overtax 
cut fiasco 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


The German governments 
great tax give-away, which was 
intended to revive the economy 
and help re-elect Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl next year, has 
whipped up a storm within the 
coalition and provoked calls for 
Lhe resignation of the Finance 
Minister. 

The proposed leaner lax sys- 
tem for a fitter Germany is due 
to be unveiled today, but has al- 
ready been condemned for its 
lack of vision. It is a blueprint 
of which Britain's Conservative 
government would be proud: 
headline income-tax rates are to 
be reduced but the real level of 
taxation will barely change. 

The best visual illustration of 
the new system appeared in the 
conservative Frankfurter Allge- 
meine Zeitnng, which yesterday 
carried a cartoon showing a pig- 
gy-bank with two slots. One is 
for rebates trickling in. whilst 
the second is for money pour- 
ing back to the state in the form 
of new taxes. 

The good news is that, if Mr 
Kohl isVc-elected the top rate 
of income tax will fall in 1999 
from 53 per cent to 39 per cent. 
At the other end of the scale, 
the bottom rate falls to 15 per 
cent from 26 per cent today. 
Germans earning less than 
13,000 marks (£5,000) a year will 
pay no income tax at all. 

Corporation tax will be 
slashed next year from 47 per 
cent to 35 per cent, bringing 
cheer to companies currently 
saddled with the highest wage 
bill and some of the highest de- 
ductions in Europe. The Ger- 
man tax jungle, in which 
exemptions outnumber the 
rules, will be pruned back, 
though not as savagely as orig- 


inalty anticipated. 


be bad news is that despite 
ishing a n 1 • 

slapping lax for l 


certain overtime earnings and 
raising more revenue from pen- 
sions, the Finance Minister, 
Theo Waigel, is DM25bn short 
of balancing the books. !□ the 
tooth of opposition horn his ide- 
ological soul-mates, Mr Waigel 
is planning to plug the gap 
with a 1 -per-cent hike in VAT 
bringing it to 16 per cent. 

That proposal has pre- 
dictably raised opposition heck- 
les, and accusations that the 
government is promising “tax 
cuts on one side and taking 
money out of people's pockets 
on the other". But such criticism 
from the Social Democrats was 
mild by comparison to the hys- 
teria emanating from Mr Kohl's 
Christian Democrat party. 

“If we don't go on to the of- 
fensive with a drastic tax cut as 
we promised, then a cabinet 
reshuffle would be desirable," 
argued Christian Wulff, a 
provincial leader of Mr Kohl's 
party. Mr YVulff was only one of 
a group, dubbed the “wild 
bunch**, demanding Mr 
Waigel's head and implicitly 
accusing the Chancellor himself 
of broken promises. 

Mr Kohl has sprung to his 
Finance Minster's defence, but 
has failed to silence a rare re- 
bellion in the parly. The row au- 
gurs ill for a re-election 
campaign that was to be fought 
on the tax record of his 14-year 
reign. The Chancellor may be 
'forced to send Mr Waigel back 
to the drawing board today. 

Even if the VAT rise can be 
averted, Mr Kohl's progress 
towards next year’s elections will 
no longer appear a triumphant 
march. The consensus view is 
that social justice has suffered, 
without a commensurate ben- 
efit to business. And the welfare 
costs borne equally by employ- 
ers and employees will remain 
on a steep! 
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Ice trap: A rescue worker making his way across the ice to attach a steel rope to a ship that became wedged in when the river Mosel froze 
over three weeks ago at Koblenz, in Germany. Attempts to free the vessel must wait until milder weather begins a thaw Photograph: neuters 

Leung ‘was not a Chinese agent’ 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


iployee 

)ty rising curve, en- 
suring that German labour will 
remain the most expensive in 
the industrial world. 


abolishing a myriad breaks, 
•thefirsttimeon 


The Hong Kong government 
has categorically denied that 
Lawrence Leung, the former di- 
rector of immigration, was a 
Chinese agent, and that he dis- 
closed Information on dissi- 
dents or snpplied details to 
unauthorised parties of holders 
of British passports, granted 
under the highly secret 


British Nationality Scheme. 

These denials were made 
yesterday by Anson Chan, the 
Chief Secretary, when she ap- 
peared before a legislator's in- 
quiry trying to get to the bottom 
of the reasons for Mr Leung’s 
sudden departure last year. 

Hie government has, how- 
ever. now admitted that It was 
being “narrow with the truth 1 ’ 
when it said that Mr Leung 
had left the service for “per- 
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sonal reasons'". Mrs Chan 
emphasised yesterday that he 
was forced to go because his 
business dealings “cast serious 
doubt over Mr Leung’s 
integrity, character and his 
suitability to remain in his 
post”. 

“We were not trying to cov- 
er up", she said, “we felt, the 
less publicity the better”. Mrs 
Chan told the legislators that 
their inquiry was damaging 
the “morale and image of the 
Immigr ation Department” and 
urged them to dose it as soon 
as possible. 

Legislators insisted yesterday 
that they were still not satisfied 
they had been told the full 
story behind Mr Leung's 
departure. 

Mrs Chan added to the 
shroud of secrecy by insisting 
that most of her evidence was 
given in camera and that two 
reports made by the police and 
the anti-corruption agency, 
should only be given to mem- 



Anson Chan: ‘Leung’s 
integrity cast into doubt* 

bersofthe inquiry on condition 
that their contents remained 
secret 

After reading these reports 
the inquiry's chairman. Ip 
Kwok-him, said he was 
“shocked”. On being reminded 


that committee members were 
not supposed to comment ou 
the substance of the inquiry, Mr 
Ip hastily said that he meant he 
was shocked that the govern- 
ment was not prepared to make 
these documents available 
earlier. 

The Leung scandal has been 
casting a heavy shadow over 
Governor Chris Patten’s claims 
to be running an honest and 
open administration. 

At times the government has 
suggested that it has given full 
answers to all the questions 
raised, while at other times it 
has suggested that interest in 
the affair has been blown out of 
proportion. 

Yesterday Mrs Chan made it 
clear that the fate of Mr Leung 
was of considerable public in- 
terest because he held a post 
“responsible for a range of 
sensitive issues that could af- 
fect every man. woman and 
child in Hong Kong, as well as 
overseas visitors". 


Rifkind 

soothes 
Gibraltar 
passports 
fear 

Elizabeth Nash 

Madrid 

The Spanish government yes- 
^to g q aroU ndtheRockto 

f^hraltar passport holders 
plight be printed from from 

sFssvs® 



Madrid yesterday betweenine 
£ _ - ' cprretarv Malcolm 


Foreicn Secretary 
g^andhisSpanLsbcoun- 

.eroart Abel Matures. The out- 
enforced the mailer to the top 
of the ministers' agenda. 

After yesterday s meeting, 
the latest in regular bilateral 

SLonGIbn.u£:,MrMamt« 
stressed that Spain chdnot and 
would not quesuon Gibralter- 
ians right to move freely be- 
tween Gibraltar, Spain and 
elsewhere in the European 
Union. “Spain recognises the 
richt of Gibraltarians to circu- 
late Jreelv in the EU and will act 

as it has always done to regret 
this right." he said He added 
that British and Spanish avil 
servants were to resolve joint- 
ly some technical problems. 

' Mr Rifkind said he welcomed 
Mr M a rates' clarification and 
hoped this would “remove the 
anxietv of the last few weeks”. 
He said the suggestions con- 
cerning possible action against 
Gibraltar-issued passports had 
come not from the minister but 
from Spanish officials. 

Asked whether he now ex- 
pected these suggestions to 
subside, Mr Rifkind said: “It 
would not be possible to rec- 
oncile Mr Matutes’ statement 
with the rumours of recent 
days." He added that the tech- 
nical problems related lo pass- 
ports of Gibraltarians who were 
British subjects because of their 
residence in a dependent terri- 
tory, but without right of abode 
in the Linked Kingdom. “Only 
a small proportion of Gibral- 
tarians use these passports. 
Most use ordinary British pass- 
ports with Gibraltar stamped on 
them that give them right of 
movement in the EU,” he said. 

Referring to Spain's : cen- 
turies long claim to the Rock, 
he said the sovereignty issue 
should be “addressed", but any 
changes would be based on 
Gibraltarians’ consent. He pre- 
ferred the more pragmatic ap- 
proach. like that adopted with 
Argentina over the Falkland Is- 
lands which produced an agree- 
ment on oil exploration in the 
South Atlantic. 

Mr Rifkind said Gibraltar’s 
Chief Minister. Peter Caruana, 
would shortly introduce stiffer 
measures to’combat illicit ac- 
tivities on the Rock including 
the laundering of drug money. 


Reading between the lines 

of an uncertain future 



Damascus — Nafez Sbamas 
admits he censored a book in 
the English department at 
Damascus University. “I advised 
the university to ban a book of 
historical stories because it de- 
scribed Golda Merr as a great 
leader," he says. “She led her 
country in an aggressive war and 
killed my people here. I have no 
regrets." 

But Dr Sbamas, senior lec- 
turer in applied linguistics, is no 
government hack. Indeed, he is 
not a Baathist but a member of 
the Syrian Social Nationalist 
Party (SSNP) whose national- 
ist - as opposed to pan-Arab - 
ambitions stretch to a Greater 
Syria that would include Cypms 
as well as Lebanon, Palestine 
and modern-day Israel. Like 
many SSNP adherents, he is a 
Christian. 

His 6.000 students have no 
prohibitions on their reading: 

King Lear, Hamlet, Twelfth. Nisfti 
and Macbeth are on the English 
department’s syllabus this year, 
even though the latter might sug- 
gest the inevitable downfall of 
more than one Middle East po- 
tentate. Dr Shamas reports the 
arrival of the first computer in the 
English department and the ap- 
pointment of the first depart- 
mental secretary with a masters 
degree in educational studies. 

Because of lack of funds - 

and the lack of signed copyright most important work by the 
agreements with Syria - foreign SSNP’s Christian founder. An- 
toine Saad. 

“Israel was implanted here as 
a colonial extension." Dr 
Shamas says. “The Americans 
haven’t changed an inch from 
their position. And Israel will 
not stop its aggression unless it 
is faced with reasonable power. 
Wc don't believe in the existence 
of Israel at all." Which is not ex- 
actly the policy of the Baath. 


Robert Fisk concludes 
his series on Syria by 
seeking out an academic 
unafraid to speak his mind 


Dr Shamas is no moderate 
when it comes to Israel. The 
SSNP supported Syrian military 
intervention in Lebanon in 
1976, regarding Lhe operation as 
a form of resistance to Israel. A 
publishing company owned by 
President Assad's minister of 
defence, M us lap ha Tlass, print- 
ed The Rise of Nations, the 


6 Every citizen 
should be 
cautious and 
a little bit 
afraid of the 
consequences of 
the president 
passing away 5 


whose leadership has been - at 
least until the Likud election vic- 
tory in Israel - deeply involved 
in the “peace process". 

Yet it's not difficult to see whv 
folk like Dr Shamas feel free to 
speak their minds on subjects 
over which most Syrians would 
guard their tongues. Born into 
a farmer's family at Kafrirn, a 



books are photocopied and 
bound in the university library. 
And academic life is freer than 
before. “In 1971, people who 
applied to be teaching assistants 
had to be members of the [rul- 
ing] Baath party or had to have 
especially nigh marks in their 
subj'ecL It's not in (he regula- 
tions that you now have to be 
a Baathist." 


Hafja a'-ASsa* p res |^J 
of Syna since 1971 . 

Ahwt:"T ofch ™ ia "^d 

w£h r he . c ™’miinity &u m 

sh™?x“te mcs ' Dr 

Dr 

lS a TTumcr ,hal concerns 
■ill hLs countrymen S 

in 




| Bashar] Lakes over." President 
Assad's favourite son Basil died 
in a car accident in 1994. 

Syria’s enemies talk of chaos 
when President Assad dies, 
suggesting - some mi gh t say en- 
couraging - the idea of a con- 
flict between Alawites and the 
majority Sunni community. Dr 
Shamas ridicules the idea. 
"President Assad is a very 
unique man. a very bright man 
the only one who was prepared 
to stand against the regional 
leadership of the Baath party in 
the 1960s [which led to Assad’s 
bloodless coup or “corrective 
movement' in 1970]. 

"rm more optimistic than ap- 
prehensive. Sectarianism is very 
fragile and superficial - it’s not 
powerful enough to lead Syria 
into a sectarian or religious 
war. Ail my friends are Sunnis 
or Alawitcs. And if the state of 
tension with Israel continues, 
this wil] help stability. Because 
where you have pressure from 
outside, people tend to be more 
unified inside a country " 
Ironically, the SSNP, ‘which 
struggled against French colo- 

ui: ^ after the Flist World 
fcvours the current French 
policy of balancing American 
power in the Middle East " 
Europe now needs economic 
advancement rather than military 
occupation here," Dr Shamas . 
^ “Politics have changed" 

■ ;; believes, has educa- 

tion. “I knew we were criticised 
oy Unesco and by some ’West- 
ern scholars,” he says. “But 
our people are going to uni- 
versities j® Britain and doing 

well in higher degrees. In-our 
university, we have chalk avail- 
able now in our closes. Dp you 
know, when I started teaching, 
we had to bring our own chalk 
to write on the blackboard?” - 
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Second jury 
puts OJ’s 

defence to 
the test 


Tim Cornwell 

Los Angeles 

"There Is a killer in this courtroom.*’ 
attorney Daniel Pcirocelli told the 
jury, summing up his case in the OJ 
Simpson civil trial. “We’ve proved ii 
to a certainty. We’ve proved it bcund 
any reasonable doubt.” 

The jury of seven women and live 
men were expected to begin their de- 
liberations late today in the wrong- 
ful death lawsuit, opening the tinal 
chapter in the Simpson case. Last 
Thursday, told that they had heard 
the last of KiJ witnesses «tver 41 days 
of leslimnny, they left the courtroom 
smiling. 

Tlie irony of the civil trial for Pe- 
ter Arenella. a Los Angeles law pro- 
fessor. is that the plaintiffs presented 
a far more compelling case against Mr 
Simpson than the prosecutors in his 
criminal trial, where he was found not 
guilty in a unanimous verdict. 

They dwelt on Mr Simpson's 
bizarre flight from justice with a gun 
at his own head, his suicide note, and 
fibres allegedly matching his blue- 
black clothes found at the murder 
scene. "They have clearly proved be- 
yond reasonable doubt "that he was 
the killer. Bui that doesn’t mean 
these jurors will share my assess- 
ment." Mr Arenella said. 

Only two weeks ago lawyers for the 
families of Mr Simpson's ex-wife 
Nicole Brown Simpson and her 
friend, waiter Ronald Goldman, 
who were stabbed and slashed to 
death in June 1994, produced what 
commentators agree is one of the 
most damning pieces of evidence in 
the case. It was a reel of 30 newly dis- 
covered photographs of Mr Simpson, 
wearing what were identified as rare 
Italian-designed Bruno Magli shoes. 
One was published in a newspaper 
before the killings, ruling out fraud. 
Mr Simpson denied ever owning such 
shoes, but his defence never tried to 
contest that they matched bloody 
footprints at the murder scene. “If 
that photo is real," said Mr Pctro- 
celli, pointing to one of them, “that's 
it. It's the end of the ball game. 
There's nothing more to talk about'' 


From the outset the dynamics of 
the civil case, with Mr Simpson sued 
for money damages by ihe Brown and 
Goldman families, have been dif- 
ferent. The Santa Monica jury, swum 
in three months ago. included eight 
whites, two blacks, a Latino woman 
and a Jamaican immigrant who 
called himself half black, half Asian. 
Judge Hiroshi Fujisaki, vowing lo pre- 
vent a “circus atmosphere", banned 
cameras and barred either side from 
talking to ihe press. 

He barred defence theories that 
Mrs Simpson was killed in a drug hiL 
and evidence that Detective Mark 
Fuhrman - a lead investigator - was 
a lying racist, as irrelevant. 

The highlight came with Mr Simp- 
son's testimony. When he appeared 
(nr questioning by his own lawyers 
last week, the former football star 
and actor portrayed himself as his 
wife’s concerned confidant and 
friend, rather than abuser and killer. 

At the same time. Ills lawyers 
launched an assault on Mrs Simpson 
as a promiscuous, overbearing 
woman who relentlessly pursued her 
ex-hushand, to the golf course and 
even on a Mexican holiday. The ef- 
fort was blunted when Judge Fujisa- 
ki allowed evidence of a letter from 
Nicole that Mr Simpson said he 
□ever received, mentioning at least 
two violent incidents. “There was also 
that time,” it read, “you beat the holy 
hell out of me. And we lied at the X- 
ray lab and said I fell off a bike.” 

Mr PetroccMi. the Goldman fam- 
ily attorney, has repeatedly tried to 
destroy any lingering image of Mr 
Simpson as the dream athlete. “He’s 
lying, he’s lying, he’s lying," he said 
this week. “And he got caught, got 
caught, got caught." 

Mr Simpson's legal learn have been 
quietly telling reporters that they have 
won over three or four jurors. They 
have raised Detective Fuhrman's 
name at every turn, and with it the 
notion that Mr Simpson was framed. 
In the civil case, with Mr Simpson 
sued for money damages, a nine-to- 
three majority suffices. A hung jury 
would be a victory for Mr Simpson, 
with little likelihood of a retrial 
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Insanity plea 
is likely for 
richest killer 
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Mr du Pont in court; he is charged with shooting dead an Olympic champion wrestler 


PhotographiAP 


David Usbome 

New York 

In a Pennsylvania town aptly 
called Media, the trial is gening 
underway of John du Pont, the 
millionaire chemical heir who 
is accused of fatally shooting an 
Olympic champion wrestler on 
his'estarc almost one year ago. 

With a straggling white beard 
and drawn face, Mr du Pont is 
believed to he richest man ever 
to face first-degree murder 
charges in American history. 
For that reason alone Media is 
braced for a media assault. 

That Mr du Pont, who is 58. 
killed the wrestler. Dave 
Schultz, on 26 Jantmry last year 
is not likely to be disputed. The 
trial which is set to begin in 
earnest on Monday and last 
about a month, will turn on de- 
fence claims that Mr du Print 
was clinically insane at the lime. 

The point was made dearly 
to Ihe court by Judge Patricia 
Jenkins as the selection of jury 
members began this week. 

“It may he that the dispute 
underlying this case will be the 
mental state of Mr du Pom at 
the time." she said. 

Mr Schultz was thing on Mr 
du Print’s extensive Foxcatcher 
Estate on ihe outside of 
Philadelphia where he was em- 
ployed as a coach in a private 
wrestling school. 

Mr du Pont had a longtime 
passion for the sport. The de- 
fendant shot Mr Schultz, pump- 
ing three bullets into his chest 
from dose range, after con- 
fronting him outside the 
wrestler’s house. 

Witnesses arc expected to tes- 
tily that Mr du Pont had been 


exhibiting eccentric behaviour 
for at least four vears prior to 
the shooting. After his arrest, 
the famous heir was admitted 
to a state mental hospital and 
treated for schizophrenia. 

Mr du Pont is said in partic- 
ular to suffer from extravagant 
delusions that he is alternatively 
either Jesus Christ, the Dalai 
Lama or the last surviving child 
of the Russian Royal family. 

He has also insisted that he 
is ihe target of an internation- 
al assassination plot. 

Lawyers Tor Mr du Pont have 
said in court papers that he suf- 
fers from “severe paranoid 
schizophrenia manifested by 
multiple grandiose and perse- 
cution delusions and disorgan- 
isation of thought". 

Seated in the court yesterday 
was the widow of Mr Schultz, 
Nancy, who is expected to re- 
main for the entire triaL For his 
part, Mr du Pom spent the day 
yesterday staring vacantly and 
blankly around the courtroom. 
He was wearing a “Foxcatcher" 
wrestling sweatshirt in court. 

On Mr du Pant’s pay, mean- 
while. are jury consultants who 
worked for O J Simpson. Their 
role will be to assist the heir’s 
lawyers in trying to pick the best 
possible jurors for the defence 
case before the first evidence is 
presented next week. 

Mr du Pom, who was arrest- 
ed after several days of siege 
during which he refused to 
come out of his house, is 
charged with first- and third-de- 
gree murder and related of- 
fences. 

If he is found guilty of first- 
degree murder he will be face 
an amomatic life sentence. 


New "York’s optimistic ‘grey lady’ set to go national 


David Usbome 

Long burdened with the nickname 
the “grey lady" for its sober ap- 
pearance and high-brow content, the 
New York Times is to take on some 
extra weight and a dash of colour 
while spreading itself more gener- 
ously around the country. 

The newspaper; which began pub- 
lishing in 1851, yesterday outlined 


an ambitious programme or expan- 
sion apparently driven by renewed 
optimism about revenue prospects, 
particularly from national 
advertising. 

While some of its weekend sections 
have boasted editorial colour for 
some time, a new printing plant in 
theNew York district of Queens that 
is due to open in September will ex- 
tend it to the main news section, the 


paper announced. The change will 
begin with the Sport Section and 
eventually include the front page. 

Most notable, however; are efforts 
being promised to give the Times a 
more genuinely national presence. 
Currently in the United States, it is 
only USA Today and perhaps the ftoff 
Street Journal that can truly claim to 
be national daily newspapers. 

The Times revealed that it is to be- 


gin printing immediately in plants 
in both the Boston and Washington 
DC areas to supply 110,000 readers 
spread through the north-east and 
mid-Atlantic regions. In the mean- 
time, it has signed contracts with 33 
regional daily papers and one na- 
tional magazine to Improve distri- 
bution to all parts of the country 
**We were seeing particularly 
strong growth in national advertis- 


ing," commented Janet Robinson, 
president and general manag er of 
the paper. ‘That made ns examine 
where we were going after advertis- 
ing and where we were going after 
circulation." 

The fortunes of American news- 
papers as a whole have also been 
boosted recently by a moderation in 
newsprint prices which in recent 
years hod risen to crippling levels. 
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luntriA 7 GSM DIGITAL PHONES 
IVUKIA WITH 1 SECOND BILLING 

GSM MODEL 1610 

♦ Up to 9JS hrs talk-time 

♦ Up to 100 hrs standby-time 

♦ Up to 200 name/number ;■ 

memory MM dependent 

♦ NiMH battery A fast travel charger 

♦ Fast recharge - 65 mins : | 

♦ Ufefght250g \M 
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SIEMENS 

GSM MODEL SG 

♦ Up to 4 hrs talk-time 

♦ Up to 30 hrs st and by- time 

♦ Up to 200 name/number 
mem o ry SIM dependent 

« Lithium Ion battery 

♦ Fast recharge 

4 Super sBm design 
t> Weight 165g 
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The name to trust in telephone shopping 

50 MINUTES OF FREE 
CALLS PER MONTH FOR 3 
MONTHS Worth up to £52.89 iiw. VAT 


SAVE UP TO 50% On shopping 
and leisure with the Cellphones Direst 
Advantage Card 

FREE LIFETIME 

PRODUCT 

WARRANTY 

GUARANTEED PEACE 

OF MIND Your phone Is covered by our 
14 days no quibble money hack promise 

PRICE PLEDGE 

We’ll match any nationally advertised 
otter tor these phones 


Splashed out 
at Christmas? j 
Switch to ^41 
Barclaycard and' 
get a refund of J 

sta 

u pto /Vi->v “ 
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tllPlii^RlCSSON » r—E~~4 OF MIND Your phone is covered by our 

Ennr ™ VB1 U-^l i^j 14 days no quibble money back promise 

i n g5 a GSM MODEL GA318 

IgggHR ♦ Up to 230 mins talk-time PRICE PLEDGE 

♦ Up to 67 hrs standby-time We'll match any nationally advertised 

« | ❖ Up to 200 name/number otter tor these phones 

§||||pll|| memory SlM dependent 

pfgp*j|| ♦ NSMH battery A fast charger ^ 

♦ Data compatible |RBn33S^nJnn3|n _ An ......n 

♦ Weight 248g IWlilliMM^ TOP BRANDS" 

Made £35i5(£3B+VAT) 1 BEST DEAL 

M wf be tei, 

‘ VanHHR^H KT ggEpmat+iro pjjimi 

What* 11J5p per Bfa UBp+VJlD * 

^^^P’ ORDERMOWWITH YOUR CREDIT CARD DETAILS FOR FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WORKING DAYS 

■UK HWE -MB assn cam ■».«, > wm. Y»ji am md white mtohm 51 m FS Pj] Jg M ET1 SSR 
(SORBY WE ARE UKABIE TO ACCEPT SWUM CMOS} Y, i m cn - 3 

©Cejngt Rgautffto ZMH& OtooUtonaqitmtaSprtfcrtOL 


Transfer your existing credit card 
balance to Bardaycard and we’ll cut 
the amount you owe by /150. 

Complete the coupon or call free any time on 


Christmas is a time for giving. 
And after Christmas is a time for 
receiving - that credit card 
statement! If you're starting the 
new year with an outstanding 
balance of up to ^ 3,000 on your 
current credit or store cards, 
make a resolution to transfer 
the lot to Bardaycard. We'll 
cut your bill by 5 %. Instantly. 

Switching to Bardaycard 
couldn’t be easier. Just send 
for an application form 
or call free on 0800 49 29 2 g 
and quote 388 CXX. 



B ARCV- 


0 800 4 9 29 29 

I would like to reduce Send to: Bardaycard FREEPOST, BS 4335. Bristol, BSt 3 YX. 



BLOCK CAttTMS PLLft&l 


my credit card bill; — 

■ Address 

please send me full 


Surname 


First Nar 


written details and an — — — postcode 

Te lephone 388CXX 

application form. Bardays Bank PLC Regislet ed in London, England Reg No. 1016167 . Registered Office 54 lombard Street, London EC jP 3 AH. 
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Prostitutes from the slum 


may hold key to Aids cure 


David Orr 

Nairobi 


Monica Marwa is a 25-year-old pros- 
titute living in the notorious Majen- 
go slum on the outskirts of the 
Kenyan capital Nairobi. She charges 
between 30 and 50 Kenyan shillings 
(between 33 and 55 pence) for sex. 
There is nothing extraordinary about 
her line of work nor about her fees - 
it is estimated that more than half of 
the women in Majengo sell their 
bodies for such paltry rewards. 

What is surprising is that, despite 
years of unprotected sex and exposure 
to the HIV virus. Monica seems to be 
immune to Aids. 

Hers is one of some 40 similar cases 
in Majengo which scientists believe 
could bold the key to an Aids cure. In 
a programme bringing together the 
University of Nairobi with Oxford Uni- 
versity and two universities in North 
America, researchers are mapping the 
genes of Majengo 's HIV-resistant 
women in an effort to discover what 
h is that protects them from infection. 

“We are taking blood from the 
HTV-negative women and their rela- 
tives as well as from some women who 
have tested positive,'’ says Dr Ephan- 
tus Njagi, whose work at the Majengo 
clinic for commercial sex workers is 
at the forefront of the research pro- 
gramme. “At the moment we betieve 
some women have a genetic make-up 


which enables them to produce some- 
thing which kills off the virus. 

"Eventually, we hope h will be pos- 
sible to produce a vaccine which will 
immunise people against Aids.” 

HIV-resistance is considered the 
“hottest” area of Aids research. To 
date, most studies on the subject have 
been confined to homosexual men in 
the United States. 

Nearly 1,900 commercial sex work- 
ers have been documented since the 
clinic at Majengp was opened just aver 
10 years ago. In that time, 400 of the 
women have died of Aids. More 
than 90 per cent of the clinic’s clients 
are HIV-positive. 

“I’m really surprised I'm nega- 
tive," says Monica on the day she calls 
at the clinic for a biannual blood test 
“When I started in 1991, 1 never asked 
the men to use a condom. 2 only be- 
gan insisting on it in 1993. Quite a few 
of my friends have died of Aids. I 
thank God, I’m very lucky.” 

When Monica comes to the clinic 
she takes three cartons containing 144 
condoms eaciuAl though they are free,, 
condom usage is estimated at only 70 
per cent among Majengp’s prostitutes. 

Even the HIV-negative women 
are advised to use condoms as their 
immuni ty cannot be guaranteed. 

Monica has an average of four or five 
clients a day though towards the end 
of the month, when workers are paid, 
that number can rise to 15 or 20 a day. 


The evidence that HTV resistance 
could be genetic is persuasive. Two of 
the HIV-resistant women attending 
the clinic, categorised as Nos 887 and 
893, are sisters. No 887 has three 
daughters, all prostitutes, who have 
consistently proved to be HIV-nega- 
tive. No 893 has two daughters who 
work as prostitutes and are also HIV- 
negative. 

Yet, resistance to the virus is not au- 
tomatically inherited by all family 
members. Mastura Adam, another 
prostitute, is HIV-negative despite 
exposure to the virus. Both her aunt 
and hex sister are set workers. Yet while 
the ftumer has proved immune to HIV 
infection, the tetter is seropositive. 

The HIV-resistant women at Ma- 
jengo show no trace of the HIV an- 
tibodies normally associated with 
people who indulge in high-risk sex- 
ual behaviour. Yet they regularly be- 
come infected with sexually 
transmitted diseases so must also be 
frequently exposed to HTV. Cases like 
theirs are fuelling speculation that 
some people are genetically pro- 
grammed to produce specialised cells 
which neutralise the virus after it en- 
ters their bodies. 

It is estimated that in Kenya a mil- 
lion people - more than 7 per cent of 
the population -are HIV positive. In 
some areas of Nairobi, 20 to 30 per 



cent of women coming for prenatal Medical miracle: Monica Marwa (right, in a Nairobi clinic), remains 


check-ups are infected with the virus. HIV-negative despite exposure to the virus 




"Save money 
all wound 


the Store.' 


TONY LAWRENCE 
Sales Assistant, B&Q GRAVESEND 



Dulux Vinyl 
Matt or Silk Emulsion 

Pure Brilliant White. 5 Litres. 


WAS £ 11.99 


9 


.99 
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MATT 1 

PURE BR ILLL^ 1 

WHITE, s* 


£100 OFF 


B&Q Electronic Energy 
Saving Light Bufes 

in warm whke.l 1W, 9W 




Crown Diane Wallpaper 

In Speckle or Stripe design. 
Yellow. Pink, Peach 
or Blue. 


WAS £5.99 
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SELECTED BATHROOM SUITES 
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Country Cottage 
Bathroom Suite 

White acrylic bath with antique 
pine effect front panel and 
toilet seat and gold effect bath 
and basin tops. 


Was £595 


WAS £4' 
£2*9 


£495 


B&Q Vinyl 
Matt or Silk 
Emulsion 
Pure Brilliant 
White. 10 litres. 


WAS £15.49 


Was £1*99 




Co-ordinating 

Doraers 


/ 1.79 

K,|perrc 


’Dulux 


Dulux Non 
Drip Gloss 
Pure Brilliant 
White. 2.5 Litres, j 



WAS £9.49 


Mayfair wallpaper 

In various designs 
U&takand cotourways. 


Pleated 
UpHglrters 
Available In 
various colours. 


SPECIAL 

PURCHASE 




Sherwood Comer 
Bathroom Suite 

White acrylic offset comer bath 
(L/R hand), mahogany or 
antique pine effect bath panel 
and toilet seat and gold effect 
basin taps and bath taps (not 
bath/shower mixer as shown). 


Was £495 
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WAS £3.99 


Was £2.99 


Co-ordinating 

Borders 
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Bosch Delta 
Sander PDA 100 

100 watts. Single 
speed. 


Bosch 

Hot Air Gun 

WAS £42.50 1 PH© 500-2 


£ 01.50 


WAS £26.99 


SAVE 1 

£5 



Gainsborough 
Style 400X 
Bectrtc Shower 
8.5kW. Push 
button on/off, 
rub clean 1 

showerhead { 

and guaranteed 
for 2 years. i 


Gainsborough 
Energy 2000X 


]>. /n 


' .'1 re. 9.5kW. 


Shower 


WAS £149 


WAS £99.99 




Floodlight with 
Alarm SN2288 

With Infra-red 
detector. 

500 watts. Black. 


WAS £29.99 


'SAVES 

m 


MK46 

Extension /X 

RGGI /a 

30m, 13amp 
extension reel, ft l 


WAS £4649 


Bosch Jigsaw 
PST54E 

350 watts. 
Variable speed. 


£/U .49 


40 Piece 
Socket Set 
A range of 
sockets, spinner 
handle and bits. 


WAS £4.99 


WAS £22.99 


Amcor H200 f. 
Dehumidtfier \ " 

1 speed fan, 1 
. .^Variable 
humidity control. } -+ < rj 2 
Suitable for a 2/3 i -.* 3*3 
bedroom house, f 


WAS £146.99 


WAS £2*99 

£1*99 


Pine 

Storage Bax 


139 


Self assembly. 

800 x 385 x 385mm. I 



EARN TESCO 
CLUBCARD POINTS 
I AT B&Q 

Pick up a leaner In stow. 




CHOICE • A BETTER PRICE 


Does not apply to 
BU utowtoww or WW Dopots. 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Saturday; Most stores 8am-6pm. 

Sunday: Most stems England & Wales I0am4pm (where permitted). 
ScoHanaft Northern Ireland 9om-6pm. 

Certain stare hours may vary, please 'phone your nearest store to confirm. 



BHTAil£$ BIGGEST DJ.Y 
CHAIN - FOR YOUR 
NEAREST STORE PHONE 
0800 600 900 

We’re now on the Internet - 
http://www.dly.co.uk 
Offers may vary ai MO 
Warehouse) aid BBC Dgpcft. 

See In ifcxv br detetz of our Price 

PTOnae.Sbet shown m 
gpprc ulm o te . AU bathrooms may 
nor be on Oietoy tx* can be 
ordered bom any MQ. Iftsftfttfon 
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YOU CAN DOU WHIN YOU B&Q IT! 
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Kfiicher 210 

Pressure 

Washer 

High pressure 
hose with 
trigger gun. 
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Poverty 


squeezes 


blood out 


of Russia 


Phfl Reeves 

Moscow 


For once. Andrei Rogovoy had 
a good day. Since leaving the 
army, he has been searching for 
a job which would put enough 
food on the table tor his wife 


and one-year-old daughter. Yes- 
terday ne found one. albeit 
short-lived; he sold bis blood. 

By Russian standards, the re- 
turns were good - just over S20 
(£12). And although he can only 
give blood once every two 
months, he can sell plasma 
once a fortnight for double the 
fee. By the month’s end. he 
should have struggled above the 
national poverty line. 

Unlike many blood donors. 
Mr Rogovoy, 22, is motivated by 
rash He is not alone. True, 
some of the 150 people who 

S ueue daily in the dingy corri- 
ors of the Moscow blood 
transfusion centre are altru- 
ists, or merely looking for drinks 
money (the crowds double just 
before public holidays). But 
plenty are drawn there by need. 

The donors -- ranging from 
dismally-paid economists and 
accountants to soldiers whose 
pay packets have been delayed 
- all live in an economy that has 
yet to deliver the promised 
riches that rang so loudly in their 
ears when Russia embarked 
on its free market reforms. 

In the last few days, the Russ- 
ian government has churned out 
statistics providing further evi- 
dence that the downward spiral 
which began shortly after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union is 
proving harder to correct than 
many of the advocates of reform, 
including leading Western econ- 
omists. had predicted. 

In 1996, Russia’s gross do- 
mestic product (GDP) plunged 
6 percent, 2 per cent more than 
in the previous year. Wage ar- 
rears rose to more than S8bn, 
money owed to tens of millions 
of employees, from teachers to 
air traffic controllers and police- 
men. On average, the profits of 
those enterprises that were 
making money fell by half in the 
first nine months of the year, 
dealing yet another blow to 
the government’s tax collec- 
tors, who were already losing a 
battle against non-payment. 

To be fair, there was a dip in 
the number of people below the 
government-defined poverty 
line, earning less than $68 per 
month. But the figure is stQJ ap- 
pallingly high - 32 million peo- 
ple, or one in Eve of the 


Photograph; David Orr 


population. Unemployment s 
growing, bitting 9.3 per cent m 
December, according to offic ial 
estimates - although a report re- 
leased yesterday by Guy Stand - 
inn of the International Labour 
Organisation said the true fig- 
ure is far higher. 

Russia's Economics Munster, 
Yevgeny Yasin. has been sur- 
prisingly willing to admit that his 
government's reforms failed 
last vear. There was, he con- 
ceded. onlv one significant ad- 
vance: a tenfold drop in the 
inflation rate of the previous 
vear to just over 20 per cent. 
'Frantic efforts to ensure the re- 
election of Boris Yeltsin by 
handing out promises of mon- 
ey across the country overrode 
good housekeeping. “We sac- 
rificed 1996 to the altar of 
democracy," the minister said. 

Now. with Mr Yeltsin back in 
office - albeit sick, isolated and 
fending off cries for his^ resig- 
nation — Mr Vasin's ministry is 
plannin g a counter-attack. It has 
presented the government with 
a three-year plan to turn the 
economy around, which he un- 
veiled yesterday. It is an odd mix- 
ture of tough ^Thatcherism and 
social democratic paternalism. 
Deep cuts in social spending sit 
alongside a commitment to state 
support for high technology in- 
dustries, notably aerospace and 
nuclear power. 

The former includes sweeping 
aside the legacy of Soviet welfare 
by slashing the huge sums spent 
on subsidising bousing and com- 
munal services. This should be 
replaced by targeted payments, 
aimed only at the genuinely 
needy, he said. He also wants to 
end cross-subsidising of domes- 
tic gas and power, and passen- 
ger transport by big industry. 
“Tariffs must cover the real 
costs,” said the minister, point- 
ing out that households p ay 
about 10-15 per cent of the.real 
costs of electrical power. 

The overall thrust of the 
plan is to cut the level of “un- 
bearable" state spending which 
is the same proportion of the 
GDP - about 45 per cent - as 
the hugely more prosperous 
Germany. Although it would, 
Mr Yasin conceded, be an “ex- 
tremely difficult" programme, 
it would set Russia on course for 
2 per cent growth this year, ris- 
ing to 5 percent by 2000. 

It is, of course, oaly a plan. 
There are many unpredictable 
factors, from the future of Mr 
Yeltsin to the overall climate for 
international investment. 


SWIFTCALL 



FLAT FtATES ALL PRICES ARE IN PENCE PER MINUTE 


SWIFTCALL b SWIFTCALL 



• Pre payment of £25 entitles you to £25 of Swiftcall 
talkti me. That’s over 4 hours to the USA! 

- Access to our network is easy. All you need is a 
touch tone phone to call our international 
exchange FREE from anywhere in the UK. 

— PLUS NBW PER SECOND BILLING — 

For information on hundreds of other destinations and to open an account 

CALL US NOW 


0800 769 0000 

Please ask for extension 711 


Operators we sandinjbjMta,, a*, ■ 

-eckda, rue. SMta Vbat B - T - ' 1 

Prices convex ax * U '* r ** 30 nbrie*. ££ 


N 7J^"J n9 ° ards availab!a at all good newsagents 

Distributors urgently required to copo 1 Sf 
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Col Tom 
Parker 


When Elvis Presley met 
Colonel Tom Parker in a Mem- 
phis restaurant in 1955, it was 
the start of a relationship that 
would transform their lives and 
see the creation of a 20lh- 
centuxy cultural phenomenon. 

Parker, the one-time carnival 
huckster and country muse 
promoter, would become al- 
most as famous and revered as 
his protege the teenage hillbilly 
who became the King of Rock 1 
o’Roll. For good or ill be would 
oversee the creation of the 
Presley legend and guide the 
singer and actor's career 
through its many stages of birth, 
renewal and dedine. until 
Elvis’s death in 1977. 

It was Parker who groomed 
the teenage rebel for a new role 
as the acceptable face of Amer- 
ican showbiz. He oversaw the 
transformation from “Elvis the 
Pelvis" to the Hollywood star of 
countless lightweight movies. 
Gradually it came to be per- 
ceived that perhaps the Colonel 
was too protective and was the 
root cause of the erosion of 
Presley’s talents and stature. 

But this was only in the eyes 
of critics and those fans - like 
John Lennon - who saw Elvis as 
crucial to the development of !e 
vmi rock'n'roll. Millions of less 
demanding Elvis fans around the 
world queued up to see the 
movies like Gl Blues (I960) 
and Viva Las Vegas (1964) and 
continued to swoon at his feet, 
white spangled j umpsui t and alL 

But Col Thomas Andrew 
Parker -Ute all-American father 
figure - wasn’t the first to dis- 
cover Elvis. He wasn’t a colonel 
and he wasn't even born in 
America. His origins were 
steeped in mystery. 

He always said be was bom 
in West Virginia, but it was re- 
vealed in the Sixties (by a Dutch 
researcher and later explored in 
Elvis. 1981. Albert Goldman's 
hard-hitting biography) that he 
was born Andreas Cornelius 
Vhn Kup in Breda, Holland in 
1909, the fifth of a family of nine 
children. His somewhat tyran- 
nical father Adam ran a livery 
stable, and as a child Andreas 
loved looking after the horses. 
Fascinated by the circus, he’d 
drive around town on a cart pro- 
moting the local show and triad 
to see every performance. 


His father died when An- 
dreas was 16 and he went to live 
with an uncle who was a ship’s 
captain. Under his auspices lie 
sailed for New York and re- 
turned to Holland in 1927, 
bringing gifts for his mother but 
refusing to reveal what he’d 
been doing in the States. He re- 
lumed to America for good in 
May 1929 and his family in Hol- 
land never heard from him 
again until they saw his photo- 
graph in a magazine in 1961. 

Andreas had learned to 
speak English as be explored the 
States, hitching rides on railroad 
cars. After a stint as a salesman 
he joined the US army in 1 930 
and served with the coastal ar- 
tillery at Schofield Barracks in 
Hawaii. It has been suggested 
he assumed his new name from 
a Captain Thomas Parker he 
met in the service. 

Given his love of the circus 
it was natural he gravitated to 
(he American version, and he 
began working for the Royal 
American Shows, a touring car- 
nival which included everything 
from roller-coaster rides to an- 
imal acts and freak shows. He 
stayed for some ten years, learn- 
ing everything there was to 
know about showbusiness 
bunkum and the art of public- 
ity and promotion. 

Talcs or his stunts and exploits 
have been gleefully recounted - 
like that of Col Parker and His 
Amazing Dancing Chickens. 
Live animals were regarded as 
tax exempt as they needed feed- 
ing. A parr of chickens were kept 
idle at the side of the stage, un- 
til Parker decided one night to 
reauit them into an act. He con- 
cealed a hot plate under their 
feet and set them to work-danc- 
ing animatedly to the tunc of 
“Turkey in the Straw". 

In 1932, while working with 
the carnival in Thmpa, Florida, 
he met and married Marie Ross 
who became his wife and book- 
keeper. During the Second 
World Wit he was deferred 
military service and in 1940 

town dogratcher! after thclail- 
ureofa projected Pony Circus. 
He soon returned to showbusi- 
ness, becoming manager of the 
country singers Eddie Arnold 
and Hank Snow who benefited 
from his energy and enterprise 
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Parker wttfi Elvis PresJey, to whom he offered tdrufiy; even fatherly advice, with a hint of iron discipline Photograph: London Features Intentional 


throughout the 1940s and 1950s. 

It was through his country 
music connections that Parker 
was bestowed his honorary ti- 
tle “Colonel" in 1948 by" the 
Governor of Louisiana. He also 
managed the pop singer Gene 
Austin who had a big hit with 
“My Blue Heaven". Parker and 
Hank Snow opened a booking 
agency in Nashville in the Fifties 
which’ was when the Colonel 
first heard about Elvis Presley. 

Oscar Davies, a fellow pro- 
moter who had heard Presley on 
radio and seen him perform 
“live", recommended that Park- 
er should sec the boy in action. 
At the time he was being man- 
aged by Bob Neal and produced 
by Sam Phillips at Sun Studios. 
At their first meeting at the 
Memphis resrurant, Parker sim- 
ply said to Elvis: "Oscar tells me 
you’re sensational. I’m going to 
see if I can book you on one of 
my shows." 

Parker booked Elvis on a ten- 


day lour and was amazed at ihe 
reaction he got particularly 
from screaming young gtrl fans. 
Presley’s first big tour, which 
began in May 1955, was sup- 
porting Hank Snow. Having 
pursued Elvis with great deter- 
mination and fending off com- 
petition from others with an 
interest in him. Pbrker finally 
signed Presley to a management 
contract on 15 August 1955. It 
was believed that he took 25 per 
cent of Presley’s earnings dur- 
ing the first years of their asso- 
ciation and la ter up to 50 per cem. 

In a famous clause to his first 
agreement with Presley, a para- 
graph was inserted which staled: 
As a special concession to Col Park- 
er Hvis Presley is to play 100 personal 
appearances within one year for the 
special sum of S200 - including his 
musicians.’' 

As was later pointed out this 
meant Elvis would have to play 
a large number of concerts at re- 
duced rates. It was perhaps no 


worse a situation than many an- 
other rock star would find’ him 
or herself. But Parker had shown 
a ruthlessness in his business 
methods which did not always 
endear him to others, although 
it helped ensure that Presley was 
signed to a lucrative contract with 
RCA, and Parker booked him on 
to early appearances of the Ed 
Sullivan Showcm television that 
made him a star. 

With Presley himself he 
seemed to offer kindly, even fa- 
therly advice, but he showed a 
hint of iron discipline. Many 
feared Parker and his powers 
and suggested that Elvis was m 
awe of him. Apart from his love 
of a fast buck, Parker’s most se- 
rious deficiencies were held to 
be a lust for gambling, smoking 
cigars and over-eating. 

Yet he conducted himself 
well in most of his business af- 
fairs, did not drink or take 
dregs, and was a loyal husband 
and father to his stepson. 


Throughout the years when 
Elvis was touring, making 
movies or later performing his 
Las Vegas cabaret shows, rark- 
er remained at the helm, keep- 
ing Labs on everything from 
merchandising to the fan dubs. 

After Elvis's drug-related 
death in 1977, Parker virtually 
retired and only occasionally 
emerged to defend his role as 
Presley’s mentor. He spent his 
last years walking with a cane 
to the gaming tables of Las Ve- 
gas where he lived from the 
19S0s onwards. He was often 
asked to write his own book 
about Elvis, but replied^ “You 
know what they want - dirt. But 
I’m not a din farmer." 

Chris Welch 

Andreas Cornelius Van Kuijk 
C Colonel Tim Parker"), man- 
ager and promoter: bom Breda . 
Holland 26 June 1909: twice mar- 
ried; died Las Vegas 21 January 
1997. 


Dennis Main Wilson 


Dennis Main “Wilson was an en- 
thusiast; one of the breed of pro- 
ducers who emerged, or rather 
exploded, into the BBC after the 
Second World War. 

His army career centred 
around his ability to speak Ger- 
man and by the end of the war 
he was deeply involved in the 
post-Nazi restracturing of Ger- 
man radio. On demobilisatum he 
rejoined the BBC (where he bad 
worked before call-up) in the 
buigeomqg variety department 

Main Wilson and radio were 
made for each other. He had a 
great imagination and his insight 
was phenomenal His skill as a 
talent-spotter was more highly 
tuned than any of his contem- 
poraries and it was Main Wil- 
son, looking for a character 
actor to join the cast of Han- 
cock's Half Hour, who spotted 
Kenneth Williams, then playing 
the Dauphin in Shaw’s St Joan. 

Hancock's Half Hour was ar- 
guably the best comedy series of 
ns day and Main Wilson first 
came in contact with that pro- 
gramme’s writers, Ray Gahon 
and Alan Simpson, in 1951, at the 
beginning of their careers. He 
was brought in to salvage a se- 
ries they were working on called 
Happy Go Lucky, and promoted 
them from “five bob a joke” men 
to be the show’s principal writ- 
ers. It started a friendship and 
professional relationship that 


was to bear fruit in 1954 with 
Hancock ‘s Half Hour. 

Nineteen fifty-one was a 
bumper year for radio and for 
Main Wilson too, as on 28 May 
7he Goon S/uw was bwn. It was 
originally called Crazy People 
and, with Spike Milligan. Mich- 
ael Bentine, Harry Secombe 
and Peter Sellers stmring, it was 
hair-raising stuff at that time. 

If Main Wilson had a flaw in 
his character it was that he em- 
pathised with everyone with 
whom he worked. With the 
Crazy People crowd he became 
as eccentric as his cast, so much 
so that in the third series he was 
replaced by tbe sober, disci- 
plined producer Peter Eton. 

Main Wilson’s other credits 
at this time included Penwee’s 
Progress, starring Jon Pertwee, 
and including in its castanot h- 
er of Main WQson’s discoveries, 
Barry Ibofc. In those days I was 
a sort of second division Ken- 
neth Williams and this was my 
first series. He and 1 became 
friends and came together again 
in television some years later 
when he produced the award- 
winning series Marty (1968), 
starring Marty Feldman and 
written by Marty and me, and a 
one-off which celebrated the 
10th anniversary of Private Eye, 
called Private Eye TV. 

Main Wilson is also credited 
with helping tbe careers of the 


Cambridge FooLlights group of 
Tbny Slattery, Emma Thomp- 
son, Stephen Fry and Hugh 
Laurie. 

Among his many successes as 
a producer was The Rag Trade , 
which starred Peter Jones, Reg 
Varney, Miriam Karlin and 
Sheila Hancock, but his most 
important contribution to the 
medium was undoubtedly Till 
Death Us Do Part. The combi- 
nation of Main WDsoa, Johnny 
Speight and Wirren Mitchell 
turned out to be a world beat- 
er and a triumph of enthusiasm 
and daring. 

Sometimes Main Wilson’s 
enthusiasm could be a little 
overwhelming. I think of him as 
the kind of man who, if you 
asked him tbe time, would say, 
“Ah, it’s interesting you should 
ask me that because I've just 
been talking to the man whose 
grandfather built Big Ben", and 
would then proceed to describe 
in detail the man, the dock, the 
history of partiamentiuy democ- 
racy, and in the process would 
forget what you’d asked him in 
the first place. 

There was a time when it was 
thought to be a good idea to fol- 
low the Nine O'clock News 
with a 10-minute fictionalised 
discussion of the day’s events. 
Main Wilson booked Johnny 
Speight and Eric Sykes to ap- 
pear on the pDot programme. 


Johnny sports a somewhat ag- 
gressive slammer, Eric suffers 
from deafness. Hearing about 
the show a wit in the bar at Tele- 
vision Centre remarked, “Den- 
nis has done the ultimate. He’s 
got a man who can’t speak talk- 
ing to a man who can’t hear." 

His gift for talent-spotting 
□ever deserted him. Seeing a 
production exercise written by 
Ian la Frenais and Dick 
Cement, Main Wilson insisted 
that this had tremendous po- 
tential and m spite of tough op- 
position got his way and so The 
Likely Lads emerged. Similar- 
ly, when having read some work 
written by a shy young scene 
shifter at Television Centre he 
came to the conclusion that here 
was a star in the making. The 
young man was John Sullivan 
and one of his many creations. 
Only Fools and Horses , became 
a national institution. 

Dennis Main Wilson could be 
a nuisance, even - dare 1 say it 
- boring at limes but his flair, 
joie de vhn, insight, and above 
all his energy, wul be remem- 
bered and cherished by all who 
knew this remarkable man. 

Barry Took 

Dermis Main Wilson, television 
producer bom London 1 May 
1924; married 1955 Sylvia 
HaHdn (one son. one daughter); 
died Guildford 20 January 1997. 



Crazy people: Main Wilson (on the floor) with the Goons, left to 
right, Michael Bentine, Harry Secombe, Peter Sellers and Spfta 
MBjgan. Their first show went out in May 1951 Photn&aph: BBC 


James Dickey was the Hem- 
ingway of the American poetry 
world. 

A former fighter pilot and 
star athlete, Dickey became fa- 
mous for his machismo-ridden 
novel Deliverance; his celebrity 
was further enhanced by the 
success of the subsequent film, 
but his best work was in his po- 
etry. Here, too, he explored the 
conflict between man and na- 
ture which, when caricatured, 
made Deliverance such a suc- 
cess, but he also brought a lyric 
sense and beautifully attuned 
ear not found in the crude 
commercialism of his novel. 
Though persona], his poems 
avoided the confessional pre- 
occupations of so many of his 
peers; though capable of tech- 
nical variety, they were never re- 
motely stylised or, for that 
matter, epicene. 

Dickey was a Southerner, 
raised in Atlanta chiefly by his 
grandmother because of an in- 
valid mother. He also spent 
much of his childhood with his 
father’s relatives in rural north- 
east Georgia, and this ac- 
quaintance with Southern 
country life provided material 
for many of his poems, as well 
as for the dramatic encounters 
of Deliverance. As a boy Dick- 
ey gave little indication of the 
liieraiy talents that would 
emerge in his thirties, preferring 

athletic to aesthetic pursuits in 
his teenage years. 

Trained as a pilot in the US 
Army's Air Force, he flew over 
100 missions in the Second 
World War, and was recalled to 
active duty in Korea. His war ex- 
periences figured prominently 
in his poems, but onlyachance 
receipt of an anthology of verse 
while be was stationed on Ok- 
inawa triggered his own first 
attempts at writing. 

His education interrupted 
by the war, Dickey none the less 
received a BA and an MA 
from \bnderbilt University, 
then taught for two years as an 
instructor of En glis h at Rice 
University, in Texas, in the ear- 
ly 1950s. He left teaching and 
worked full-time in advertising 
for six years, an experience 
that distinguished him from 
most of his poetry-writing col- 
leagues, who were busy consti- 
tuting the first generation of 
American writers to makeiheir 
living through a succession of 
“creative writing" teaching 
posts. Successful at business, 
Dickey put his personal energies 
into Ins poems, and when his 
first book. Into the Stone, ap- 
peared in 1960 quit advertising. 
Thereafter he too took a 
succession of teaching jobs, set- 
tling permanently at the Uni- 
versity of Southern Carolina in 
1969. 

Dickey’s early poems were 
formal, technically accom- 
plished, influenced as much by 


and Sewanee fellow) as by his 
native Georgian roots. Already, 
however, the lyric ear is deft, 
and there is no hesitancy in ex- 
ploring the most intense emo- 
tions, as in his evocation of his 
brother, dead before Dickey 
himself was bom: 

With all my heart, I close 
The blue, timeless eye of my mind. 
Wind springs, as my dead brother 
smiles 

And touches die tree at the rool. 

In these eady poems, the feel- 
ings are heartfelt, but the voice 
remains constrained by its obei- 
sance to conventional forms - 
the settings and descriptions re- 
main abstract and without lo- 
cale, and the diction of depicted 
nature is generic (with repeat- 
ed use of common nouns such 
as “stone", “water", or “wind”) 
rather than specific. 

With Helmets (1964) and 
Buckdancer's Choice , which won 
the National Book Award in 
1965, all changes: a South of 
rattlesnakes, kudzu, and 
teenage trysts in abandoned 
cars now plays centre-stage, 
along with poems vividly re- 
calling his experiences of com- 
bat. Violence, sex, and a clash 
of the Confederate past with the 


surface homogeneity of post- 
war America make the work al- 
most unprecedented^ raw, as 
in Dickey's fear of a girlfriend’s 
angry father: 

Who would change, in the squalling 

bam. 

Her back's pale skin with a strop, 
Then lay for me 

In a bootlegger's roasting car with a 
string- triggered 12-gauge shotgun 
To blast the breath from the ah'. 

Interspersed with the lyrics 
are longer narrative poems, 
with rambling Hopkms-like 
rhythms of no relation to the 
tight forms of his early work. 
The effect of these poems was 
immense, strengthened by 
Dickey’s own critical cam- 
paigning, waged chiefly on his 
own behalf. 

Yet, in these narrative poems 
especially, the governing con- 
ceits can teeter on the prepos- 
terous, as in the famous 
“Failing”, a dramatic account of 
a stewardess's fall from an air- 
plane, six mDes up. The sexuality 
of her gradual fall through the 
sky draws on every stereotype 
of the nubile flight attendant, 
and at times the language is sim- 
ply absurd: as her dothes fall off 
in the slipstream. Dickey com- 
ments that she is “no longer 
monobuttocked”. Even when 
teetering on the grotesquely 
cliched, however, the language 
can compel, as when Dickey 
speaks of an imminent extinc- 
tion that “slumbers in com tas- 
sels thickly / and breathes like 
rich farmers counting”. 

The technical oddness of his 
narratives aside, Dickey's chief 
weakness in these longer poems 
lies in his inability to penetrate 
tbe characters he invents. His 
eye for revealing detail in- 
evitably reflects more in showy 
fashion on the unspoken “I” of 
the author than on the people 
be describes at length. This is 
especially true of Deliverance, a 
reasonably well-recounted pot- 



Mckoy: a deft lyric ear 

Photograph: Philip Gould / Cortots 

boiler of urban men on a river 
trip thrown into primitive con- 
flict with the wilds and with 
Appalachian throwbacks. 

Well before this book’s ap- 
pearance in 1970, Dickey was fa- 
mous -or famous as an unusual 
fish could be in the small pond 
of American poetry. But the 
novel and the film it spawned 
(the latter starring Burt 
Reynolds) brought Dickey true 
national celebrity, highlighted 
by his choice two decides lat- 
er as the poet who read at Pres- 
ident Clinton's inaugural in 
1992. 

Unsurprisingly, his poetry 
suffered; even the fictional 
follow-ups to Deliverance, the 
novels^LTii/am ( 1987) and To the 
White Sea (1993), seemed drab 
by comparison to the shock 
value of their predecessor. Sad- 
ly, although Deliverance had 
made Dickey America's most 
famous living poet, it had served 
to diminish his considerable 
and well-deserved reputation as 
a poet Curiously, time may well 
deliver him from him from this 
celebrity and return us to his 
best work, his poems. 

Andrew Rosenheim 

James Dickey, poet and novelist: 
bom Atlanta 2 February 1923; 
married 1948 Maxine Syerson 
( died 1976; two sons), 1976 
Deborah Dodson (one daughter 
marriage dissolved); died Co- 
lumbia. South Carolina 19 
January 1997. 


ROYAL. ENGAGEMENTS 
Tta Prince of WUes tIhU 0k Cenne fi>r 
Adranxd Refigiots and Theological Smd- 
ies, Cambridge. The Princess Rur«l. Pa- 
tron. Sense - tbe National Dcafblind and 


Crfcehe Session at llie Wocxhkie Tbmfy 
Centre, Kjngswood, Gloucestershire; as 
Patron, ihe National Association o 1 CSti- 
zou Advice Bureaux, opens the Bath and 
District Citizens Advice Bureau. Baih, 
Somerset; and as Commnwianl in Chief, 
St John Ambulance and Nursing Chdett, 
attends an Opening Ceremony rad Dert- 
icaiaon of ihe new Hunting ana Resource 
Centre and Ambulance Station, the 
Hany Oook Game, Bednrinstcr. Bristol. 
Tbe Duke of Gloucester opens ibc Exhi- 
bition “Paper Palaces’, Architectural 
VtabCrom the CoDeetionS ofQmbriflge 
University JJbnuy, at the ZUzwQiuii 
Moscaun, Cambridge. 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mourned Rcgi- 
aent mounts the Qoeen’i Life Guard at 
Bone Gunla, 11am; 1st BntiaBon SCOO 
Guards mounts the Queen’s Guard, at 
Bwfcb^nm PUace, lUftan, band pro- 
vided by the ithii Guards. 
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Forthcoming’ 

marriages 

Dr A. W Gray 
andDr Dl Dl Bed 

The engagement is announced be- 
tween Alexander, only son of Mrand 
Mrs Michael Gray, of Pinner, Md- 
rfWgr, and Diane, eldest daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Harold Bell, of Cook- 
stown. County Tyrone. 

Birthdays 

Mr John Adams, composer, 50; 
Dame Maxy Arden, High Coon 
judge, 5ft Mr David Cohra. ambas- 
sador to Belgium, 55; Lord Denning, 
former Master of the Rolls, 9S; Mis 
Gillian duCbanne, Headmistress, 
Beoeaden School, 59; Air Marshal 
Sir Bany Duxbuty, director and 
chief executive. Society of British 
Aerospace Companies, 63; Sir John 
Grecside, chartered accountant, 76; 
Brigadier Donald HardSe, Lord- 
Liemesant, Strathclyde Region 
(Dumbarton), 61; Mr BQ1 Hayden, 
former Governor-General of Aus- 
tralia, 64; Mr Thomas Hudson, for- 
mer chairman, ICL Ltd, 82; Sir 
James TJ ghthifl, former Provost of 
Univera^Coflege , London, 73; Mis 
Jeanne Moreau, actress, 69; Mbs 

rtrrfafne NftftfiTk, former editor, fla:- 

tionory of National Biography Sup- 
plements, 54: Mr Edward Rowlands 
MF, 57; Sir Kenneth Scott, framer 
Deputy Private Secretary to the 


Queen, 66; Lord Sutherland, a 
Senator of the College of Justice in 
Scotland, 65; Mrs Joan WaJley MP, 
48; Mr Brian Wfeight, former chief 
constable, Dorset, 61. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Stendhal (Henri-Marie 
Beyle), novelist, 1783; Edouard 
Manet, painter, 1831 Deaths: 
wfniam Baffin, explorer, 1622; Anna 
Pavlova, ballerina, 1931; Paul Bostill 

Robeson, aclor and ringer, 1976. On 
this day: (he Royal Exchange. Lon- 
don, was opened by Queen Elizabeth 

L 1571; Fletcher Christian and the 

Bounty mutineers landed an Pit- 
cairn Island. 1790; the proceedings , 
of the House of Lords were televised ! 
for the first time, 1985. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Asclas, St Bernard 
of Vienne, Saints Clement and 
Agathangelus. St Emcrentiana. St 
ndephonsus, St John tbe Ahnsgjver, 
St Ln/thfldis and St Maim bod 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Alistair Smith, 
“Buntings from Copenhagen (iv): two 
pictures by Eckersbcrg". 1pm. 

Thte Gallery: Sarah Lucas talks 
about her work, 6 30pm. 

British Museum: Hilary Williams, 
“Blenheim, Marlborough House, 
and a pair of ice buckets", 1.15pm. 
National Portrait GaDoy: Jane Des- 
mans, “Aubrey Beardsley", 1.10pm. 


Compensation for solicitor’s mortgage fraud refused 


Regina v Law Sodriy; ex parte 
Mortgage Express Ltd, and ex 
parte Alliance & Leicester 
Building Sodety; Court of Appeal 
(Sir Thomas Bingham, Lord Chief 
Justice, Lord Justice Mummery, 

Sir Brian Ned) 17 December 1996 

The fact that a solicitor’s client 
had lost money because of the 
solicitor’s dishonesty did not of 
itself entitle the client to be com- 
pensated from the Law Society's 
compensation fund, and if the 
client's loss was partly caused 
by other factors, such as a neg- 
ligent or dishonest valuation or 
a fall in property pices, then tiie 
Law Society was entitled to 
refuse compensation. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the Law Society's appeal 
against the decision of Mr Jus- 
tice OgnaH on 30 Jufy 1996, 
who granted an application for 
judicial review to quash its re- 
fusal to meet five claims by 
Mortgage Express Ltd for pay- 
ments out of the Law Society's 
compensation fund under sec- 
tion 36 of tbe SoBritors Act 1974. 


Ctnevra Caws QC and Rabmder 
Singh (Bindman & Farmers ) for the 
Law Society: Nicholas Patten QC 
and Timothy Harry (Ughlfoats) fin 
MX L 

Sir Thomas Bingham LCJ said 
the claims arose out of trans- 
actions in which MXL had 
made a loan on the security of 
real property. In each case a dis- 
honest solicitor had acted for 
both MXL and the borrower. 
MXL relied on a professional 
valuation which substantially 
overvalued the property. Hie 
purchase being financed at the 
valuation price bad been im- 
mediately preceded by anoth- 
er back-to-back sale and 
purchase transaction at a sig- 
nificantly lower figure, doser to 
the true value. 

In each case the solicitor 
dishonestly caused MXL to be- 
lieve tbat the transaction they 
were financing was a bona fide 
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transaction at a genuine price, 
and paid out of the funds pro- 
vided by MXL without author- 
ity and in breach of fiduciary 
duty. MXL obtained their mort- 
gage security, but when the 
borrower defaulted and MXL 
repossessed the property they 
suffered loss, partly because 
of the overvaluation and an 
intervening decline in proper- 
ty prices. 

’ Since the solicitor bad been 
dishonest, and but for his dis- 
honesty MXL would not have 
made the advances, the Law So- 
ciety concluded that it had a dis- 
cretion under section 36(2)(a) 
of the 1974 Act to make a grant. 
But it went on to say, in its de- 
cision letter of 6 June 1995, that 
whilst [MXL] made an advance of 
more than tbe properly was worth, 
the function of the solicitor in act- 
ing for a commercial lender is usu- 
ally to ensure that the commercial 
lender obtains an effective security 
for its loan. 


The letter concluded: 

this was not a case in which a solic- 
itor had personally misappropriated 
money; the mongage haa been com- 
pleted and [MxLs] security had 
Been perfected. That the security 
proved to be inadequate was due to 
the poor valuation and/or to the fall 
in property prices. Consequently, 
whilst the sobdtor’s dishonesty was 

a cause of the loss, it was prin- 

qpally suffered in ronsequence rathe 
overahiatian and the swsequeatM 

in the property market 

The judge held that the Law 
Society misdirected itself In 
law by regarding the duty of a 
solicitor in a transaction of this 
kind as being limited to ob- 
taining effective security for 
tbe mortgage lender. 

Their Lordships disagreed. 
The Law Society dearly ac- 
cepted that the solicitor’s dis- 
honesty was in law a cause of 
MXLs lass, To saythaahe func- 
tion of the solidtor in acting 
for a commercial lender was 


usually to ensure that tbe 
lender obtained effective secu- 
rity for its loan was not to 
say the solidtor had no other 
function, and there was no rea- 
son to doubt that this was or- 
dinarily the solicitor’s main 
function. 

The Law Society had always 
made it dear that the fund was 
first and foremost a source 
from which to replace money 
taken by dishonest solicitors for 
their own benefit. Their Lord- 
ships did not regard that as an 
unreasonable priority. 

MXL had failed to show 
that the Law Sodety acted un- 
lawfully in adopting and ap- 
plying a policy which in effect 
disallowed claims where the 
lender’s loss derived not from 
the failure to obtain security but 
from the inadequacy of the se- 
curity when the lender came to 
realise it, whether such inade- 
quacy was the result of over- 
valuation or decline in property 
prices or both. 

Haul Magrath, Barrister 
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Heseltine finds that the frontier has moved 
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M ichael Hcsci tine's chagrin is 
understandable. The Tories 

have long been ihe natural 
P an >' of British business. Thcv aren't 
any longer - which is why Mr Heseltine. 
a formidable operator, is guilty not just 
of niciieal error but a fniFurc of politi- 
ral imagination all the more remarkable 
in someone whose own past views on 
LfK pic and government intervention 
branded him definitely not “one of us". 
The Tories cannot see that history has 
moved on. It is a sign of genuine 
national progress that Labour lambs can 
sit down with business lions and that 
British business leaders are at last pre- 
pared to think about party allegiance for 
themselves and forswear that knee-jerk 
tribalism that too often in the past made 
the Institute of Directors. let alone 
City dining rooms, into outstations of 
Conservative Central Office. 

Traditionally business' did veer 
towards the partisan right. The City is 
dominant. and English hankers have, at 
least since the middle of the last century, 
associated themselves with a reactionary 
stance in politics. For loo mam- of them. 
Montagu Norman is still a patron saint. 
British business's consen-atism has of 
course also been conditioned by the 
rheiorica! commitment of Labour to 
ending the capitalist system. In practice 
Labour governments have got on 
famously with individual business lead- 
ers, from Beaverbrook (a Cabinet col- 
league of Attlee and Bevin in the 


wartime coalition) to Harold Wilson’s 
industrialist chums. But the madness of 
Labour's turn to the left in the Eighties 
allowed the Conservatives to lodge (he 
impression that business support for 
Labour was akin to the proverbial 
turkey voting for the festive season. 

But only blind prejudice would deny 
that Tiny Blair has sloughed much of 
Labour's historical skin. Meanwhile, 
out in the private economy, company 
directors (a hugely diverse bunch, which 
no amount of Institute of Directors’ col- 
lectivism can amalgamate into a single 
voice) nowadays make pragmatic judge- 
ments about the parties. It is probably 
true that the “social consciousness" of 
members of Germany's Mittelstand is 
higher, and that Italy's small and 
medium enterprises are much more 
diverse in political allegiance, but evi- 
dence is growing that Britain's “business 
community" cannot be locked up in the 
blue column. Most businessmen prob- 
ably prefer the idea of a Conservative 
government. But their support should 
not be taken for granted. Some busi- 
nessmen have had fruitful dealings with 
Labour local authorities: others have 
enough political awareness to register 
the mighty presentational changes 
wrought by the Blairites. Either way they 
are quite capable of calling the shots on 
their own and concluding that it may 
even be advantageous to their cash (low 
to favour a party other than the 
Conservatives. 


This was the kernel of Michael Hcs- 
cltine's mistake: to lambast the business 
members of the Institute of Public Pol- 
icy Research's commission as if they 
were capable of being turned into party 
dupes. His anitude is redolcnt of an old- 
fashioned statism - business people are 
nails, children in matters of policy and 
politics who need the tutelage of a pro- 
fessional. Michael Heseltine likes it to 
be remembered that he made a lot of 
money as a publisher. True, but he has 
now been a professional Tory politician 
for far too many years, and his rant will 
rightly have been found offensive by 
many practising money-makers, who 


think they can make up their own minds 
about which party’ they feel loyal to. 

Those who consider the distribution 
of economic power within Britain’s pri- 
vate sector peculiar may say’ thar the his- 
torical connection between directors. 
Rotary Clubs, chambers of trade and 
local lory associations is fixed. For 
those who like to model things this way- 
capitalists - whether Anglo-Saxon or 
Rhenish - will tend to support the party 
of property and disdain the party of high 
taxation. But must the party of the left 
be an enemy of property or the party of 
high income tax? That certainly was not 
the guise adopted by Shadow- Chancel- 


lor Brown on Monday. Look mean- 
while at the other great example of 
Anglo-Saxon capitalism - the United 
States - and see- that there need be no 
fixed relationship between those who 
run companies and make profits, and 
the party of the right. Both American 
parties are pro-business. 

The Labour Party is not the Democ- 
ratic Party - yet. Messrs Blair and 
Brown have - yet - to be tested in the 
crucible of office, fending off party’ 
demands while fiscal contingencies bub- 
ble mercilessly away. Down in certain 
constituencies the red flag flutters and 
attitudes towards profit-taking and 
enterprise arc still antediluvian. A Blair 
government will have to master the trick 
of recognising the justice of employees' 
claims while continuing to distance 
itself from Labour's historical partner- 
ship with the trade unions. Labour's 
business education is incomplete. 

But that is why Sir Christopher Hard- 
ing, Robert AvLing et al must turn on 
their accusers and say: it is now that 
Labour's modernisers need all the help 
they can get. not in some hole-in-the- 
comer fashion, but up front. It is in the 
interests of British firms individually and 
British business collectively that political 
life should move away from the spite and 
confrontation epitomised by Michael 
Heseltine's characterisation of a pro- 
business and anti-business divide. When 
both parties are pro-business, it will be 
the quality of their policies that matters 


- welfare into work, schooling, skill 
training, regional economic advance, 
research, all those areas of “deep invest- 
ment" for which the state alone pos- 
sesses the resources and time horizon. 
Thatcherism redrew the economic 
boundary’: Labour accepts that It is time 
to step up exchanges along thar new 
frontier, which is why the Tory response 
to the IPPR commission will dismay per- 
ceptive business people as they look for- 
ward to political change with equanim- 
ity, if not outright enthusiasm. 

HM Prison Ship 
Britannia 

H ere's a little reader competition. 

There's no prize, except the 
satisfaction of having bent your mind to 
a serious matter of policy. It is this. Can 
you think of a more purposeful way of 
spending the millions Michael Portillo 
wants to shell out of your pocket on a 
new Royal Yacht? To get you started ... 
How about turning the present one into 
a prison ship? Or holding a continuous 
party on it in the middle of the Thames, 
starting on 31 December 1999 and fin- 
ishing with a big bang a year later? If you 
can't think of anything more useful then 
presumably we ll have to accept that 
buying a new Royal Yacht is the best 
idea the Government has had this week. 
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Police bugs: 
let local 
judges decide 

Sir. How welcome it was that 44 
Labourpeeni chose to ignore the 
advice of their own front bench on 
Monday evening and derided to 
vote for the Liberal Democrat 
amendment to the Police Bill, as well 
as for their own ("Howard attacks 
bugging ‘shambles' ", 21 January). 

Liberal Democrat peers seek to 
require chief officers of police to 
receive the prior authorisation of a 
circuit judge before they cause 
entry to be made into people's 
homes and offices for the purpose 
of planting bugs. 

Hie Labour amendment was 
also passed with Liberal-Democrat 
support, but it is far less 
satisfactory. Labour proposes that 
an authorisation to burgle and bug 
already given by a chief constable 
shall not lake effect without the 
approval of a commissioner 
appointed by the Prime Minister. It 
envisages that there should be 
three commissioners for the whole 
of England and Wales, who shall be 
High Court judges or above. Prior 
approval is not required under the 
Labour amendment where it is not 
“reasonably practicable”. 

Labour should not make 
obeisance to the judicial hierarchy. 

1 would be surprised if a quarter of 
the distinguished and eminent 
brother- and sisterhood of the High 
Court bench had ever met their 
clients in the comfort of the prison 
cell or had dealt hands-on with the 
responsibilities of prosecuting 
counsel within 20 years of their 
appointment. The flower of 
commercial and civil practitioners 
do adapt surprisingly quickly to the 
conduct of criminal trials as High 
Court judges, but the Old Bailey is 
not their natural home. 

The great wealth of experience 
of the criminal law and its practice 
resides in the circuit judges not just | 
of that court, but of all Crown 
courts throughout the country. 

They live in die community where 
they sit as judges. They know the 
temper of the people, and have 
experience of their police forces. 

Every day, they fulfil their role in 
holding the balance fairly between 
the interests of the public, whose 
protection is their immediate 
concern, and those of the accused 
individual before them. 

Circuit judges are readily 
accessible at all times to police 
officers seeking an authorisation 
under the proposed Acl Toughened 
by practical experience, they arc not 
noted to be soft on crime or 
miwfnnk- The excuse that it is not 
“reasonably practicable" logo to 

London will frequently be made - it 
is foolish to suggest that High Court 
judges in London can make a better- 
informed, fairer or quicker judgment 
oh an application for approval than 
local judges on the spot. 

The Labour front bench should 
swallow their pride: their recent 
U-turn on this issue was made so 
hastily that they sought to save face 
with a hurried solution of their 
owhlBaDure to follow the Liberal 
Democrat lead in its entirety has 
produced a less practical and 
sensible response. 

Lord THOMAS OF GRESFORD QC 
Rouse of Lords 

Don’t bank on it 

Sir: The Royal Bank of Scotland 
proposes to introduce “virtual" 
banking (report, 21 January). Does 
Uus mean we can relish the prospect 
of virtual bank charges as well? 
Richard sanders 
Steeple Aston, Oxfordshire 


Home birth 
favours fathers 

Sin After Jack O'Sullivan's 
sensitive article about fathers and 
the birth of their children (21 
January), might 1 recommend 
“home birth" as an alternative? 

It was my wife (a registered 
midwife) who first pursued the 
home route as a medically safe and 
mother/chfld-firiendly alternative. 
After the birth of our first child 1 
became convinced of its father- 
friendly qualities too. A safe 
delivery in the early hours was 
followed by cups of tea and a few 
hours’ rest tucked up in our own 
bed together, before getting on the 
pbone to announce the news. 

I was immediately on hand for 
nappy-changing and winding duty, 
while my wife could concentrate on 
breast-feeding and recuperating. I 
felt 1 was right in on the action and 
yet not “in the way" ( the common 
experience of lathers in hospital). 

Last month we had our third 
child - born at home, like the 
others. I thoroughly recommend it! 
Dr MATTHEW DYER 

Ashford, Kent 

Pay Eurotaxes 
or lose jobs 

Sir:-No one could accuse the Adam 
Smith Institute of a devotion to logic. 
Their letter (IS Januaiy) condemns a 
common European currency on the 
grounds that some countries have the 
need to devalue from time to time, in 
order to compete and export their 
unemployment. 

. In the absence of this option, 
they will need assistance from 
other member states, funds derived 


from taxation. In practice, ail this 
means Is that the more competitive 
areas of the Union have the option 
of paying a lax or losing their jobs. 
HOWARD CHENEY 
Shipston on Stour, Warwickshire 

Sir: What is The Independent doing 
blaring out beadlines like “Now 
Britain faces single European lax 
system” (16 January)? This 
language caters to a paranoid. 
Eurosceptic fantasy according to 
which EU proposals are a series of 
schemes dreamed up by foreigners 
to impose on Britain. 

In fact, any EU state might have 
something to gain from a 
development of this kind. EU 
countries are already suffering 
from their lack of co-ordination 
over taxation, which, in a context of 
capital mobility, weakens then- 
power to tax revenues and profits 
effectively. The result has been a 
forced drift towards taxes on 
employment and sales. 

Dr NOEL PARKER 
Lecturer in European Politics 
University of Surrey, Guildford 


Our John 

Sin As an expatriate Gibraltarian, I 
take exception to your headline 
describing John Galliano as “The 
Englishman who stormed Paris" (21 
Januaiy). He is the most famous 
expatriate Gibraltarian in the world, 
bom in Gibraltar of a Gibraltarian 
father and Spanish mother. 
MICHAEL BRUFALDE 

MELGAREJO 

Fleet, Hampshire 


Books vs the 
Internet 

Sir: Nick Edmunds (Network, 20 
Januaiy) does not mention when 
his time of 15 seconds to discover 
the population of Zambia using the 
Internet search engine Alta Vista 
started - presumably all swirched 
on and fingers on the keyboard. 

Reading this at the breakfast 
table I felt challenged, looked at 
my watch, got up, went across to a 
small number of reference books, 
chose The Unh-ersal Almanac, 7997. 
consulted the index, found page 
531 and was informed that the 
population of Zambia was 9.4 
million for 1995, returned the book 
to the shelf, sat down. Which took 
45 seconds. 

The primed page still has a lot 
going for it. 

HARRY MACKLEY 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

Books vs Eng Lit 
snobbery 

Sir. Colin Hughes's assertion that 
the- Waterstone’s top 100 books list 
was what he would expect to find 
on an “averagely midale-class shelf 
in a not-veiy -bookish home" 
pushes literary snobbery to its 
limits. The list includes some of the 
most original, thought-provoking 
and important books of our century 
such as lo Kill a Mockingbird and 
AnunalFarm. 

We should be praising the new 
accessibility of the GCSE syllabuses 


he deplores. Being in my mid- 
twenties, I am of the generation 
which studied those novels and 1 
remember the shocked appreciation 
of 16-year-olds who would not 
normally have delved into anything 
more taxing than NME or the back 
pages of the tabloids. 

Most members of the literary 
community seem prone to decry 
Lhe failure of the populace to read 
and appreciate great literature, but 
then turn their backs on *i piece of 
work if it manages to achieve 
popular acclaim. 

Do we want people to read? If 
we can encourage 16-year-olds to 
read Animal Farm - and even like it 
- that should be praised, not 
scorned. 

PAUL SMITH 
Manchester 

You won’t stamp 
out ecstasy 

Sir: “Stop the pushers poisoning 
our children,'' said Michael 
Howard at the Conservative Party 
conference. The Public 
Entertainments Licensing (Drugs 
Misuse) Bill published by Bany 
Legg MP, aims to do just that. 

The fact is that the Government 
will not succeed in eradicating the 
consumption of and dealing in 
ecstasy. If people want to take 
ecstasy and dance all night, they 
will. If people want to sell ecstasy 
and make lots of money, they will. 

It is impossible lo stamp out drugs. 

However, it is possible to create 
a safer environment with the 


minimum of risk for those who feel 
inclined to lake ecstasy. Politicians 
are stupidly quick to reject “harm 
reduction" measures - free cold 
water in clubs, no overcrowding, 
good ventilation, chill-out areas 
and tablet testing. Introduce these 
and the risks will be reduced 
considerably. 

VICKY MTLES 
(aged 16) 

Stanford in the l ale, Oxfordshire 

Trust overcame 
men’s differences 

Sin I was chairman of the meeting 
described in NeD Lyndon’s article 
“Man to man" (20 January). Mr 
Lyndon is correct to point to the 
ideological divisions within the 
group - the libertarians vs the 
moralists, to name but one - but 
that is the very reason why the 
meeting was significant and why I 
regarded it as a success. 

Actions by men to protect the 
legitimate interests of themselves 
and their children have, in the pasu 
tended to be weak and fragmented 
and attempts lo forge sustained 
alliances have tended to fail 
through ideological divides. This 
was why 1 deliberately chose to 
avoid discussion of ideology, which 
Mr Lyndon saw as a deficiency. 
This was a large meeting of 
seasoned activists from many 
disparate groups and the fact that 
we managed to develop a co- 
operative campaigning strategy in 
an atmosphere of trust and mutual 
respect without a single serious 
dispute forming was, to my mind, 
quite an achievement. 

Dr JOHN CAMPION 
Director, The Cheltenham Group 
Midltursi, IK’rf Susser 


Build a clock 
to mark 2000 

Sir: J W Dixon's suggestion (letter, 
20 January) that cities, towns and 
villages should erect millennium 
clocks gives me an idea. What we 
should do is have a Grand 
Millennium Clock Competition, in 
which anybody can compete to 
build interesting clocks designed 
for use in public places. 

Competing clocks would form 
the Grand Millennium Clock 
Exhibition in 1999. At the closing 
ceremony, prizewinners would be 
selected, and TV cameras would 
record the clocks passing midnight. 
After this there would be a Grand 
Millennium Clock Auction. 

ALAN ROBINSON 
York 

Sir: Why bother celebrating the 
millennium at all? 

CONRAD PAYNE 
Haddenham. Cambridgeshire 

Palace drawings 
cost student dear 

Sin I am a foreign student doing an 
MA in fine art. During the 
Christmas holiday, I spent a few 
days in London visiting museums 
and galleries. I am impressed by the 
collections, the professionalism 
and the facilities (recorded hearing 
aids) in the National Gallery, 
National Portrait Gallery and the 
Tate. Best of all is that they have 
free admission. 

On the last day 1 went to 
Buckingham Palace to see Da Vinci 
drawings. To my astonishment, I 
had to pay £3.50. 

The collection came from 
Thomas Howard. Earl of Arundel 
in 1630. During the civil war he left 
the countiy. In 1 690 the collection 
appeared in Kensington Palace, 
probably presented to the monarch 
as a civil war trophy. 

To pay £3.50 to sec such a 
mysteriously acquired collection, 
which belongs to one of the richest 
women in the world, is appalling. 
TAN KWANK-LIANG 
Birmingham 

Sir: You correctly note that 
business support of capital projects 
in the arts has suffered a major 
drop from £13.9m to £5.3m, which 
could indicate a problem for 
Lottery projects. (“ Lottery 
Funding Threat". 18 Januaiy). 
However, the article implies that 
this figure covers all business 
sponsorship of the arts. 

In truth, the arts sponsorship 
market is in an extremely healthy 
position, with overall business 
support of the arts standing at 
£79.8m - dipping only slightly from 
the previous year's record high. 
COUN TWEEDY 
Director Genera I 
The Association for Business 
Sponsorship of the Arts 
London SE1 


Crunchy sprouts 

Sin Since when were sprouts 
classed as a soft vegetable (report, 
22 Januaiy)? In my home they 
crunch when gently steamed for 5-6 
minutes, but I wouldn’t touch the 
frozen ones that collapse to mush. 

Maybe if more people took the 
time to select young, fresh 
vegetables and learned to cook 
them property, children wouldn't 
tum their nose up - my three- and 
four-year-olds don't! Making 
everything taste like packets of 
crisps is not the answer: invest in a 
decern cook-book instead. 

KAREN ILLINGWORTH 
Manchester 
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6 We strongly hope that Greece and southern 
Cyprus will give up these intolerable provoca- 
tions and come to their senses, because the 
Greeks know our nation very well They saw 
the results of their efforts in 1922 and 19749.. 

Necmettin Erbakan, Turkish Prime Minister 

6 Greece and the Greek Cypriot administra- 
tion have based their policies against Turkey 
on a fanatic and hostile mentality, which can 
be described as an incurable illness. 9 

General Ismail Hakki Karadayi, 
Chief of Turkish General Staff 


6If they step on our feet, we in turn will step 

on both their feet 9 


on both their feet 9 

Turhan Tayan, Turkish Defence Minister 
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A Greek Cypriot climbs the Turkish flagpole in the buffer zone. Seconds later, he was shot dead by Turkish forces Reuters 


After 22 years 
of diplomatic 
stalemate, 
the world’s 
most densely 
militarised 
confrontation 
zone may be 
about to 
explode, writes 
Tony Barber 


M is getting twitcby. 

Twelve months 
of siop-start talks 
on ending the 
division of Cyprus have pro- 
duced no results. 

Now the island’s internation- 
ally recognised Greek Cypriot 
government wants the Euro- 
pean Union to keep its promise 
and open talks on making 
Cyprus a full ELI member. Ger- 
many and other countries argue 
that the EU would be mad to 
absorb a dispute as bitter and 
complicated as that in Cyprus. 

Just as EU foreign ministers 
sit down over lunch in Brussels 
to thrash out what to do, word 
arrives that four Greek Cypri- 
ots have been killed along the 
Green Line dividing govem- 


ay 1998. Europe 
is getting twitchy. 


ment-held southern Cyprus 
from the Turkish-occupied 
north. The government, backed 
by Greece, retaliates by vowing 
to take delivery within a week 
of a batch of Russian S-300 
anti-aircraft missiles ordered 
in January 1997. 

As a Russian -Greek naval 
convoy carrying the warheads 
add launchers edges towards 
the eastern Mediterranean, the 
Turkish armed forces swing 
into action. Troop reinforce- 
ments pour into northern 
Cyprus. Planes raid the Greek- 
built missile base near Paphos 
in south-western Cyprus. The 
Turkish navy prepares to block- 
ade the island. 

Greece declares Turkey’s 
actions a cause for war and, 
angry at lukewarm EU sup- 
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port, invokes the secret defence 
clause of a recently signed treaty 
with Russia. Fighting on Cyprus 
spreads to disputed Aegean 
islands on Turkey’s coastline. 

The United States warns 
Russia not to get involved. 
President Alexander Lebed, 
with Chinese support, tells the 
US to mind its own business. 

All three powers go on 
nuclear alert. Like Cuba, 
another island involved in a 
missile dispute 36 years before, 
Cyprus has brought the world 
to nuclear confrontation. 

If the above scenario seems 
fantastic, bear in mind that 
much of it is already unfolding. 
First of all, the EU gave a cast- 
iron promise in 1995 to open 
accession talks with Cyprus, 
even though with hindsight 
some states regard the pledge 
as rash. “Anyone who wants to 
join the EU must know that the 
European Union cannot deal 
with the accession of new 
members tbat bring in addi- 
tional externa] problems,'’ Ger- 
many’s foreign minister, Klaus 
KinkeL said last Monday. 

This is to lock the stable 
door after the horse has bolted. 
Knowing tbat EU membership 
talks must start by about mid- 
1998, and encouraged by 
Greece, the Greek Cypriots 
feel they can play bard to get on 
a Cyprus settlement. Without 
major Turkish concessions, they 
will demand that southern 


Cyprus joins the EU on its own 
- a sure recipe for a crisis. 

Secondly, President Glafcos 
Clerides and Rauf Denktash, 
the Greek Cypriot and Turkish 
Cypriot leaders, may meet in 
spring to launch fresh peace 
talks. But even if such talks get 
under way - a big if - there is 
little reason to suppose they will 
be crowned with success. The 
diplomatic dimate is too frosty, 
and both sides have a deeply 
entrenched belief that to blink 
first will be to lose. 

Thirdly, several dashes along 
the Green Line erupted last 
year, causing the deaths of four 
Greek Cypriots and one Turk- 
ish CyprioL It was the most vio- 
lent period on the island since 
the Turkish army’s invasion in 
July 1974. 

Lastly, the Cyprus govern- 
ment says that the missiles it 
ordered from Russia will cost 
200m Cyprus pounds (£250m) 
and will arrive in 16 months - 
May 1998. According to a gov- 
ernment spokesman, Yiannakis 
Cassoulides, the deal does not 
include a clause allowing 
Cyprus to cancel the order. 

Turkey says that its armed 
forces will attack the Greek 
Cypriots if they deploy the mis- 
siles, whose range enables them 
to destroy planes in mainland 
Turkish airspace. Turkey has 
also talked of imposing a naval 
blockade of Cyprus. 

According to one Nato diplo- 


I n short, virtually all the 
ingredients for a bloody 
confrontation on Cyprus, 
sucking in Greece and Turkey, 
are present. The island is the 
world’s most densely militarised 
confrontation zone. Like a dor- 
mant volcano that finally 
releases a torrent of fire and ash. 
Cyprus is poised to explode 
after 22 years of diplomatic 
stalemate and military stand-off. 

All outsiders, from the 
United States and tbe EU to 
the United Nations, recognise 
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Costas Simitis, Greek Prime Minister 


'tfr international . 

Dimitrios Reppas, Gree* 


the dangers. Indeed, many see 
Greece and Turkey, whose 
mutual antagonism long pre- 
dates their alliance in Nato, as 
the most likely contestants in 
Europe’s next war. 

Some Western experts 
believe that conflict may break 
out over other Greek-Turkish 
tensions, notably the disputed 
Aegean islands. This issue 
brought Greece and Turkey 
close to war in January 1996. 

■Still, everyone agrees that the 
«tfafus quo on Cyprus is unten- 
able, and that the atmosphere is 
distinctly more tense now than 
it was six months ago. UN 
peacekeepers report more fre- 
quent trouble along the buffer 
zone separating Greek from 
TUrkish Cypriots. But to agree 
on the problem’s nature is not 
the same as to agree on its solu- 
tion. The peculiar feature of the 
Cyprus dispute is that it drags on 
even though most of the world 
thinks it knows what a settle- 
ment should look like. 

In 1991 the UN Security 
Council adopted Resolution 
716, which called for Cyprus to 
evolve into a “bico minimal and 
bizonal federation" - that is, a 
single state comprised of two 
politically equal communities. 
Mr Denktash was not 
impressed. It is hard to believe 
that he will ever sacrifice his 
beloved Turkish Cypriot pariah 
state, set up in 1983 but recog- 
nised by no country except 
Turkey. 

There are 30,000 Turkish 
troops in northern Cyprus, and 
the region’s demography has ' 
been transformed by the arrival 
of large numbers of Turkish 
Anatolian settlers since 1974. 
They now make up more than 
50,000 of the north's population 
of 180.000. 

All the evidence suggests 
that Turkey intends to remain 
in northern Cyprus for the long 
term. However profound their 
disagreements on other issues, 
Turkish leaders of all stripes - 
nationalist, military, liberal, sec- 
ular, Islamist - show a remark- 
able unity of purpose over 
Cyprus, the so-called “national 
cause". 

The key to a deal therefore 
ties in Ankara - at least, as long 
as the world believes that reuni- 
fication must underpin a lasting 
settlement on Cyprus. Only 
Turkey can make the vital con- 
cessions that would make a 
reality of reunification. 

It would have to pull out 


mat with long experience of 
Turkey, these are not idle 
threats. "Turks can be incredibly 
stubborn in matters where they 
think the national interest is at 
stake. They’ve got to be taken 
seriously,'’ the diplomat said. 

This week Turkish naval ves- 
sels are visiting northern Cyprus 
in a show of teeth-baring soli- 
darity with the Turkish Qpriots. 
Turkish and Turkish Cypriot 
forces may also be combined for 
the first time at a new military 
base in the north. 

For its part, Greece’s Social- 
ist government is preparing a 
huge. 1 0-year modernisation 
of its armed forces that will cost 
4,000bn drachmas (£9.64bn), or 
almost £1,000 for every man, 
woman and child in Greece. 
Greece has also tightened its 
military links with the Greek 
Cypriots, especially by creating 
a common defence space. 


most or all of its occupying 
army, disband the rogue Turk- 
ish Cypriot state, remove Turk- 
ish settlers, return Greek 
Cypriot territory and property, 
and much else besides. How- 
ever, there is not the slightest 
reason to *Mnk that Turkey 
plans to do any of these things. 

Worse stiH the ability of the 
US and the EU to persuade 
Turkey to make concessions has 
considerably diminished in the 
past year. Less receptive to US 

and European advice, Turkey is 
more inclined than ever toques- 
tion the benefits of Its alle- 
giance to the Western alliance. 


T his is partly because of 
frustration with the EU. 
Turkey introduced sev- 
eral important measures of 
political liberalisation in late 
1995 to secure a customs union 
with the EU, but Greece has 
blocked the funds that were to 
flow to Turkey as a result. 
Turkey is fed up with European 
criticism of its human rights 
record and with those who say 
it should never be offered full 
EU membership. 

Turkey' s alienation from the 
West has increased since the 
appointment last June of 
Necmettin Erbakan as its first 
Islamist prime minister since 
the Ottoman Empire's collapse. 
Much of his foreign policy has 
amounted to one long calcu- 
lated snub to the West, partic- 
ularly the US. 

He has found time to visit 
Iran and Libya, but he has kept 
clear of Washington and EU 
capitals. When the US said 
Turkey should stop threatening 
to attack the Greek Cypriots, 
Turkey denounced the advice as 
“beyond the limits of diplo- 
matic courtesy". 

Turkey’s relations with the 
West have rarely been trouble- 
free, but the recent downturn 
could hardly have come at a 
worse time. The Turks feel let 
down and taken for granted by 
the West, while the US in par- 
ticular is increasingly alarmed 
at the erratic Mr Erbakan. 

In such circumstances, sus- 
picions and misunderstandings 
can only grow- between Thrkey 
and the West, Thrkey and 
Greece, and Turkish and Greek 
Cypriots. The risk of war will 
rise, and the scope for pre-emp- 
tive diplomacy will shrink, 
unless the US and Europe 
make the gathering Greek- 
Turkish crisis their top priority. 
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The BBC is trying to kill its jazz listeners 
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JLDiscs the other day on 
which Bruce Forsyth was the 
guest From what little I have 
seen and heard of Bruce 
Forsyth, I think he probably 
has an interesting taste in 
music. I remember seeing him 
once in a TV programme 
about a top-flight piano tuner, 
who tuned the pianos of many 
po-faced classical performers. 

(He paid a visit for 
example, to the pianist whose 
name I can never remember - 
the one who is the spitting 
image of Roy Hudd - Alfred 
Brendel that’s the one - and 
when he had finished with 
BrendcPs piano, he asked him 
to play a chord of C. Brendel 
sat down as if he were about 
to start a Beethoven redial 
and almost prayed with his 
eyes dosed as he plucked a 
majestic chord of C out of it 
Perhaps it is impossible for 
classical pianists to play even 
a scale without putting on all 
that agony.) 

Not so Brace Forsyth, who 
rippled a few nifty chords on 
his retuned piano, said it was 
veiy nice and launched into a 
funny story about Erroll 
Gamer. It was the one big 
bright spot in the programme. 


That is not why 1 wish I had 
caught him on Desert Island 
Discs. The reason I wish I had 
beard him ties in a letter from 
Simon Woolf of Londoa SE4, 
who says: 

“Dear Miles Kington, 

“In case you are looking for 
more ammunition in your 
campaign against the BBC's 
woeful neglect of jazz, you 
might like to check out the re- 
nin of Bruce Forsyth’s Desert 
Island Discs on Friday. It was 
something of a surprise that 
Bnide’s first choice was Bill 
Evans playing “Emily”, but 
even more of a surprise to 
hear (or, are my ears playing 
tricks on me?) the LP going 
round at 45 rpra ...!” 

Well, 1 am afraid Mr 
Woolfs letter got to me too 
late for me to hear the 
Forsyth repeat, so I cannot 
verity his suspicions. I could 
of course have telephoned the 
Desert Island Discs office to 
check, but past experience has 
not encouraged me to expect 
satisfaction. I once rang to 
inquire why they had played 
the wrong record on John 
Boorman's Desert Island Discs 
(Boorman had requested one 
jazz record and they had 
played a different one) and to 
ask whether the guest actually 



Miles 

Kington 


heard the records he had 
requested, but they would 
answer neither question. 

What is odd is that this 
seems only to happen to jazz 
records. Or at least it isn’t odd 
if you subscribe to mv thcorv 
that the BBC is doing it 
deliberately. The fact is. that 
jazz listeners are never 
satisfied. Faced with our 
complaints, the BBC has two 
options. To meet our 
complaints or get rid .if us 
My theory is that the BBC has 
adopted the latter strategy 
and is trying to till off 
troublesome jazz audience 


This is being done in two 
ways. One is to induce 
terminal fatigue by putting on 
Jazz Notes on Radio 3 at half 
an hour past midnight, so that 
anyone who wants to listen 
has to get up in the middle of 
the night and start ageing 
prematurely. The other is to 
induce sudden death in 
pedantic jazz listeners by 
making deliberate mistakes of 
a kind which they know wflj 
produce heart attacks. 

I am not just thinking of 

playing records at the wrong 
speed. I have noticed several 
other strange examples 
recently, I am thinking of an 
announcement in the Radio 
times the other day that 
saxophonist Lester Young had 
made his debut in 1956. (It 
was actually around 1936 ) 

I am thinking of Michael 
Rosen on Pick of the Week 
announang with great delight 
that he was going to playa 

IhSou* ~*i aple ^ Rag” 

that Sidney Bechet had 
recorded with Louis 

Armstrong m 1924^;/^ 

Ssse- 

n where m sight. 

I am thinking of the other 


day when I did for once sit up 
late enough to catch 7ozz 
Notes and heard Digby 
fitirweather back-axuxnmce a 
Benny Goodman record by 
saying it was a marvellous 
version of “Rosetta”. But a 
Rttsn’f. It was a do t particularly 
maiveflous version of a tune 
called “Yardbird Suite”. Yes, 
Goodman did refer to the 
tune of “Rosetta” in the first 

chorus, but the res* of the time 

everyone else played 
“Yardbird Suite”, which has a 
<juite different time ar y) a 


= j nuuiu uavw 

known if he had listened to 
the record. 

Or if it was not so late at 
mgbt that he too was half 
asleep and mistake-p rone. 

Or if he had not been 
wsmteted, along with Michael 
Rosen and the rest, tosBpin as 
many mistakes about jazz as 
possible to induce the sort cf 
apoplexy that will ffl off 
pedants like me. 

. I warn the BBC I have 

instructed my solicitor to sue 
them for millions of pounds 

should I be found dead in - 
front of a radio. And, if I ' ' 
should die with a radio 
nowhere near me, to drag one 
over and switch it on. 


K,’ 
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the commentators 


Stacking a balance 


between Whig 


In hot pursuit 


and Tory views 


of the irrational 


T his has been a good week 
for the Lords and a bad 
one for the Commons. It 
was, in the end, the peers who 
forced Jack Straw to drop his 
unjustifiable support for a gov- 
ernment measure that would 
have given policemen, and 
policemen alone, the statutory 
right to decide when to bug and 
burgle in pursuit of their 
enquiries. Publicly- in that the 
peers. Liberal Democrat, judi- 
cial and those in the Labour 
Party like Lord Callaghan who DO 

could not be muzzled made a |m.„ 

big fuss. Privately - in that it maC 

was Lord Irvine, Labour’s Lord 
Chancellor in waiting and men- 
tor to the leader, who played a _ , 

pivotal part in seeing to it that Jl 3TlIc 
Straw changed his mind before 
the issue was debated in the tyiIa ti 
upper house on Monday. It is UlC IJ 
noi to much to say that if it had 
been left to the House of Com- mor< 

mo ns, Michael Howard’s mea- 
sure would have survived. T)r>l 

% a neat symmetry, another A-/UI 

event on the same day exposed rr tj 

one of the Commons’ most fla- JLillTCt 
grant shortcomings. The min- 
ister Andrew Mitchell, appear- jJ'V 

ing before the Standards and UL,U 

Privileges Committee to explain v 

what he had been doing, as a Silt 

government whip, on a com- 
mittee investigating tbe allega- *SUStc 

lions that Neil Hamilton took 
cash for questions, gave a fair OV»r> 
account of himself. He was not. GAct. 

as his colleague David Willetts 
had been, hubris tic in his evi- 
dence. He had the grace to 
admit that “in hindsight” it probably would have 
been better if he had not been on the com- 
mittee. But his very presence at the hearing 
served as a reminder of how comprehensively 
the whips permeate tbe select committee sys- 
tem, the one bit of the parliamentary jigsaw that 
everyone, in theory, accepts is there to check 
and scrutinise the executive. 

This contrast, which underlines bow much 
more easily the Commons can be bullied than 
the Lords, is not without ironies. It is after all 
Lords, rather than Commons, reform which 
makes headlines in Labour’s programme. Yet 
doesn’t most recent history suggest that it’s the 
Commons that is failing in its constitutional 
duty to exercise control over the government? 

Not according to the self-confessedly hcreti- 
, cal. definition oftbe Commons' purpose which 
Douglas Hurd elegantly supplies in the new 
issue of Prospect magazine. He distinguishes 
between the “Whig" view of Parliament, that 
its main task is to check the executive, and the 
’Tory" view, which he shares, that one of its 
main functions is to “sustain the executive" - 
while helping it “to make decisions in the 
national interest". A view most perfectly 
expressed tty that highest of high Tories, the 
Duke of Wellington, as “the Queen’s govern- 
ment must be carried on”. To paraphrase 
(rather crudely) Hurd’s argument: as there is 
no separation of powers in the British consti- 
tution, as there is in the US, the “Tbry”, as 
opposed to the “Whig”, view must be ngbL 
Hurd is critical of the detailed workings of 
the Commons. He is sensitive to the criticism 


Donald 

Matintyre 


Parliament’s 
role involves 
more than 
Douglas 
Hurd’s belief 
that it 
should 
‘sustain the 
executive’ 


lhat bad laws arc too often 
rushed through whipped stand- 
ing committees without alter- 
ation. He sensibly argues that 
Parliament would be improved 
if there were fewer ministers. 
He's right to point out lhat 
there must be something wrong 
with a government which has 
grown in numbers since it was 
running first an empire, then a 
command economy. It may not 
be literally true, as a Permanent 
. . Secretary assured me, that “80 

EMu per cent of the world’s junior 

-i™ ministers are in the British gov- 

Iiyfc erament". But the indefensible 

exemption of the ministerial 
from the ruthless reduction in 
, • Whitehall’s manpower serves 

merits °^y 10 reinforce government 

patronage, and silence dozens 
vnlvAQ of U*c most intelligent and 

vwivco independent-minded MPs. 

1 1 He is on less sure ground in 

UldR suggesting that “Chief Whig” 

Sir Richard Scott and Lord 
nrl go Nolan may have “unwittingly" 

5* contributed to the deterioration 

Violinf °f government and parliament. 

1 061161 Maybe the post-Nolan regime 

on earnings disclosure will drive 
f away some bright MPs. But 

which does more to damage the 
t j quality of MPs - that or the 

U1U hopelessly ramshackle lottery of 

, _ MP selection, not least in his 

III the own P***/- He may be right that 
Sir Richard was naive about the 
I’HvP* workings of government. Bul 

l L1VC would the Government have 

been in trouble over arms to 
Iraq if it were not for the per- 
vasive convention that on sen- 
sitive issues, departments answer parliamentary 
questions in the most contemptuously mini- 
malist way they think they can get away with? 

But Hurd’s central thesis is also surely loo 
benign. A government certainly has a funda- 
mental right to get through the programme on 
which it was elected; properly ured, whips lubri- 
cate democracy rather than merely impede iL 
The Commons needs a balance of functions to 
be healthy. It is a scandal that the whips’ 
patronage extends to the select committees, 
and that departmental committees don’t have 
more resources and powers. And that more 
standing committees don't have the power to 
call expert witnesses while considering legis- 
lation or - occasionally - more freedom to 
divide on detailed provisions of Bills across 
party lines. You could even imagine a partial 
extension of the Salisbury doctrine (the con- 
vention which precludes the Lords from block- 
ing legislation contained in a government’s 
manifesto) to the Commons itself. It isn’t too 
fanciful 10 think this would allow MPS to 
improve bad Bills without standing between a 
government and its mandate, 
lb its credit, the Thatcher government. 


O n Tuesday night the 
burgeoning intellec- 
tuals of the Cam- 
bridge Union voted 
three to one in 
favour of fox-hunting. At 
Oxford's equivalent in 1995, it 
was two to one. so it looks as 
though the brains of Britain are 
lining up nicely with tbe out- 
doors seL It is unclear whether 
Melvyn Bragg is on intellectual, 
as opposed to an engaging 
maitre d‘ to the ideas of others, 
but this week The Held was 
dearly thrilled that the thinking 
woman’s crumpet was on side 
and quoted him at length on his 
views in favour of bunting. 

Mr Bragg has become an 
increasingly complicated and 
valuable liberal, especially wher- 
ever Cumbria is concerned. But 
he didn't stress the best reason 
for supporting hunting, and the 
cleverest Life's absurdities are 
a weirdly necessary port of its 
charm. Even if hunting were bad 
in everyway, it would be neces- 
sary to defend its glamour - its 
magical uselessness - against the 
killjoys. 

Sensible puritans, who never 
understand anything much, have 
not even noticed that there is 
plenty of socialist pleasure to be 
had from the sport. Labour may 
try to ban hunting, but h far out- 
bids taxation as the most effi- 
cient way of divesting the rich of 
their money while affording the 
rest of us the innocent pleasure 
of watching them break their 
necks. 

But enough of puritans. 
Along with falling in love, bend- 
ing the knee in prayer, and 
going to the opera, hunting is 
one of the few genuinely irra- 
tional occupations left to us. Of 
the three, it is the one most dig- 
nified (indeed defined) by 
extreme risk. Romancing, after 
all, does have some moments of 
solace. Church-going is for the 
risk-averse. Opera, like tbe oth- 
ers, offers high levels of barmi- 
ness but far too little danger. 

Hunting is not merely very 
rislty. but it has tbe merit of con- 
fining the risk-taking to volun- 
teers. In this h differs from war, 
motoring or romance. People 
will go banging on about the 
fox's suffering, but this is absurd 
since God or nature has 
ordained a world in which faxes 
die hideous deaths anyway. At 
least a hunt ensures the fox dies 
on an adrenalin high. 

Of course, any rational argu- 
ment for hunting reduces its 
charm. Luckily there are very 
few. It is true that many of the 
countryside’s small woodlands, 
and some of its hedges, have 
been looked after for the bene- 
fit they bring as cover for peas- 
ants and foxes. But farmers 


learning from five years in Opposition, 
expanded the system of select committees when 


expanded the system of select committees when 
it was elected in 1979. Now Labour, if it wins, 
needs to take the Commons reform process fur- 
ther before it learns the bad habits of govern- 
ment. This Is not to argue aeainst Lords 
reform. Only to point out that the better you 
make the Lords, the more glaringly apparent 
will be the defects of the Commons. 


by Richard D North 






Ban fox-hunting, one of life’s great 
weirdnesses? Never. The hunters would 
only find something more threatening to do 


might learn to look after habi- 
tat because it is lovely. 

The real danger is in sug- 
gesting that there is an eco- 
nomic merit in hunting. To be 
profoundly irrational, and to 
maximise life-enhancement, 
activities should demonstrate a 
vast capacity for getting peo- 
ple’s money out of their pock- 
ets and then seeming to waste 
iL In this hunting nearly 
matches gambling. 

Hunting is both popular and 
expensive and so the sums do 
gel to be quite large. Janet 
George, press officer of the 
British Field Sports Society, 
says: “My rough count is that 
every fax killed by bounds sus- 
tains at least one full-time job 
and contributes to at least two 
others." The sum is fairly sim- 
ply done, and necessarily impre- 
cise. Hunts kill about a tenth, or 
20,000, of the foxes which man 


kills in the UK every year. The 
country’ s 189 bunts employ, on 
averags, four to six people. Then 
there are the armies of people 
in the countryside who are 
employed by rich riders, or who 
work for businesses that look 
after horses at Kveiy for the less 
rich. Janet George continues: 
“Lively costs £80-£100 a week, 
then there's shoeing every three 
to four weeks, at an average 35 
quid a tune. Every time the vet 
is through the gate it's £25. 
Let’s say it’s something like 
£5.000 a year for a horse, with- 
out the capital cost of buying iL" 
She thinks perhaps 60,000 
horses are kept in tbe country 
because of hunting. 

One way or another, accord- 


ing to a back-of-the-envelope 
calculation done by Lord 


calculation done by Lord 
Onslow and me one winter’s 
morning, every fox killed by a 
bum has probably had expended 


on its demise something like 
£25,000, as it is chased by peo- 
ple the least of whom will nave 
spent several hundred pounds 
on decent attire for the occasion. 
Afl this is without the cost of 
running a charismatic but 
decrepit Land Rover, which will 
do 10 miles to the gallon, when 
it’s working at all, and tow a 
horsebox costing £3,000. “I don’t 
think you can hum for much less 
than £7.000 a year", says his 
lordship. 

Luckily, the money argument, 
which comes near to being bor- 
ingly sensible, doesn't really 
help the cause. Here, hunting's 
likeness to war is uscliil. It is 
important to demolish the idea 
that the arms trade should be 
preserved because it provides 
jobs. This is noL in hunting's 
case, the issue (noted by among 
others Professor Paul Dunne, of 
Middlesex University) that 


HMG spends more of our 
money gening ihe deals than the 
deals are worth. Rather, the 
argument turns on the belief 
lhat when people and their tal- 
ents become detached from one 
occupation, they quickly create 
or attach themselves to another. 
The arms trade is no more nec- 
essary to the country's well- 
being than canals, steam 
engines, or tweenies. Professor 
Colin Robinson, professor of 
economics at Surrey, and edi- 
torial director at the Institute for 
Economic Affairs, says: "What 
happens over time is that 
economies change and people 
find ways of doing things belter 
and using less labour." Hunting 
is merely very inefficient pest- 
con trol and would on economic 
grounds be swept away. Bul the 
real point is that it ill-be haves a 
bunch of reactionaries and 
romantics like foxhunlers to 
argue in favour of Soviet-style 
job creation, or even good sense. 

If fox-hunting is banned, rid- 
ers will switch to something 
more vulgar say drag hunting, 
which is ff ami hing more dan- 
gerous (because even faster 
than chasing foxes), though 
more predictable and less 
romantic. Riders are likely lo 
fulfil the prediction of the risk 
analyst John Adams, who pro- 
mulgates the view that everyone 
has an inbuilt taste for' risk 
(and he might just as well have 
added: expenditure), which 
varies from person to person 
but cannot be circumvented. On 
this view, if you deprive a per- 
son of one avenue of putting 
himself at risk (or spending 
money), he will simply find 
another. So safer cars and roads 
simply produce worse driving: 
though the cocooned drivers 
may be contributing to thou- 
sands more virtual accidents to 
unprotected pedestrians whose 
response is to stop walking 
about - which is what most 
pedestrians have done. 

If hunting were to be banned, 
risk-seeking horsemen and 
women might take to the high- 


way on Kawasakis. They might 
take up winter yachting (an idea 


take up winter yachting (an idea 
that seems improbable only until 
you recall the nature of the 
activity whose banning causes us 
to hypothesise on the matter). 
They might decide to have 
exotic affairs instead of chasing 
foxes, and lhat would hugely 
increase their phone, restau- 
rant and hotel bills. They might 
hunt abroad, which would 
delight the poor people among 
whom they despoiled. They 
would have to get their kicks and 
spend their money somehow 
and it might as well be here 
where we can delightedly keep 
our eye on them. 


Breakfast time, and he’s full of fight 


Feeble jokes and flat oratory aside, the Prime Minister remains formidable, says Andrew Marr 


scrambled eggs, smoked salmon and coffee, 
there was a great, murmuringly omnipresent 
desire by hundreds of business leaders to be ... 


well, to be convinced by John Major. They are 
his natural friends and their breakfast hour with 


him in London yesterday was, by comparison 
with what will come, an easy venue for the elec- 
tioneering Prime Minister. 

It did, however, provide a fascinating and use- 
ful foretaste of how Mr Major will campaign; 
what his mam lines of attack wiD be, and the tone 
of voice he has chosen in frying to grapple with 
and pin down new Labour. 

Let us begin with the voice. He was not then, 
and never ww be, a silky or inventive orator; the 
jokes were almost endearingly lame, the sen- 
tences studded with redundant “most emphat- 
icaDys”, and the rhetoric replete with classic, anti- 


climactic Majorisms (“deregulation is like 
wrestling with a creasy pig - there is always a 


wrestling with a greasy pig - there is always a 
lobby opposed to it”). 

But those of us easily distracted by the fleet- 
ing imagw of anti-pig-wrestling lobbies are in a 
minority. These slight eccentricities of speech 
apart. Major was compelling, lurid, thoughtful 
and friendly. The nation may not yet be at ease 
with itself; but its Prime Minister most 



Business people in BZmringham Join Mr Major’s London breakfast yesterday News Team 


emphatically is. 

The central theme was that Britain is experi- 
encing a golden economic dawn. It seems clear 
that Major wants to fight on the economy first, 
and the constitution second. 

Economically, he wants to focus the country’s 
mfnri on the remaining important differences of 
policy with Labour. Gordon Brown's emphasis 
on tackling youth unemployment wiD be met with 

T. ■ • . u iL. hohupon flip 


Tore, insis tence on the connection between the 
higher joblessness in Fiance, Italy and Germany, 
and the minimum wage. Continental protec- 
tionism, Mediterranean social costs and Britain’s 

swoBen share of inward investment were savaged 

and lauded as Major tried to convince us that 
we really are, this time, on the edge of economic 
rebirth. 


Of course, incumbent politicians have been 
saying that for decades. With the exception of 
the Lawson hubris, economic success is perpet- 
ually declared to be “a real prospect”, just 


benign, curly-haired golden Godot who never 
quite malms iL 

Yet Major is agood advocate and much of his 
case today is not really contested tty Labour (or 
Brown wouldn’t have signed up to Kenneth 
Cadre’s expenditure totals). On the other hand, 
like any good advocate, he ignored one half of 
the picture - our structural weaknesses, our 
underinvestment, the great swaths of failed and 
hopeless Britons. He was hot about the evils of 
job-killing minimum wage legislation, but 
strangefy silent on tbe evils of poverty wages and 
exploitation. 

The Prime Minister did not dwell on Gordon 
Brown’s dramatic premises about income tax and 
VAT merely-noting - interestingly - that if the 
Tories won, there would be “relatively little tax 
changes in the next parliament". He did ask a 

.. j i ^ i 


series of detailed questions about the legality, 
scope and scale of Labour's proposed windfall 
tax -Tony Blair’s men now have ample warning 


around the comer” or “beginning to dawn” - a and should be preparing their answers. 


about one persistent Conservative line of attack, 
and should be preparing their answers. 


I did not get the impression that Major 
wanted either VAT or income tax to feature 
much in tbe coming campaign, perhaps for obvi- 
ous historical reasons. But that, if so, would 
represent a hugely significant tactical Labour 
success, vindicating Brown's announcement at 
the begi nning of the week. This, so far as I can 
teQ, would make 1997 the first Tory campaign 
since the war not to feature Labours plans for 
income tax. 

Major was not, however, implying that taxa- 
tion generally wouldn’t feature. He reasserted 
his pledge to concentrate on cutting capital gains 
taxes and inheritance tax and hoped to cut the 
baric rate to 20p. 

But he emphasised that all this would come 
“only when it is affordable". Early Tbry think- 
ing in response to Brown’s political coup on taxes 
seems to be to question new Labour's credibil- 
ity, since the business cycle might mean faxes 
going up anyway, as happened after 1992. This 
is cheeky stuff. Once tne Conservatives said 
Labour was irresponsible because it was tbe party 


of high taxation. Now they say Labour is 
irresponsible because it is promising not be a 
party of high taxes. 

The other theme that Major wove in and out 
of his economic message was Europe. In a sense, 
for him, the EU and the economy^ nave become 
a single message, with federalism and social 
protection the twin evils. Unlike, say, Michael 
Portillo or John Redwood, he describes the 
European question in economic and pragmatic 
terms. I don’t think he mentioned the word 
“sovereignty” once. 

For him, “national interest" is more about 
GNP than tbe grand sweep of Our Island Story. 
As to the true Brussels-hateris fervid concen- 
tration on legal authority. European supreme law 
and all the rest. Major just doesn't get iL This 
most have comforted the businessmen, even if 
it depresses his Eurosceptics. 

Partly because of the business audience, no 
doubt. Major said relatively little about the 
other big issue, political reform. But he was 
withering about Labour’s proposal to turn the 
Lords into an elected quango. Ear from the 
hereditary peers being Tbry poodles, they had 
just defeated his government’s proposals (on the 
Police Bill). This was something the Lords had 
not inflicted on him since - well - the day before. 
How would government be improved if the 
Lords were turned into a body appointed by 
Downing Street? 

Fundamentally, I think, he is wrong on the 
Lords, just as he is deeply wrong when he sug- , 
gests that Scottish home rule would be “the blue 
touch-paper” breaking up the British Union. < 

In tbe case of the Lords, there is a deep Tory 
majority avaOable for the really important 
occasions, and there is the anti-democratic use 
of inherited voting to frustrate the Commons. 
He is right to mock Labour’s balf-way-House; 
the answer is either abolition or an elected, sen- 
atorial Upper Chamber. And when it comes to 
Scotland, it is the anti-change, anti-popular Tory 
diehard position which endangers the Union, 


Alone 
and dying 



Just tour days old, 
Moses had onlv hours to live 


A gardener found this tiny, defenceless soul, abandoned in 
die rushes of a pond. Hungry, frozen and afraid, ir seemed 
like a hopeless case. But his finder drove four hours to deliver 
him inco the welcoming arms of The Blue Cross. 

Lyn, the depury manager, hand-fed him through the nighr 
until he fell asleep, warm and safe in the crook of her neck. 
Under our watchful gaze he got bigger every day. Bur to 
treat, feed and care for Moses cosr around £45- Your gift of 
£2 a month could help save another tiny life like Moses. 


Il you warn to help animals like Moses 
please return the coupon below 


l Please send me more information about how I can help animals ^ 
1 like little Moses by making a gift to Tbe Blue Cross. ! 


not the moderate proposals of the reformers. 
But this first real taste of Major in election 


But tms nrst real taste or Major in election- 
eering mood was not a test of whether one 
agreed with his ideas or not - they are familiar 
enough. It was more a test of his ability to com- 
press and project arguments in a compelling way 
- a test, in short, of whether he still “has it” as 
a campaigning leader. And he has. 
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High street setback dampens fears of rate rise 


Kane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The prospect of a rise in inter- 
est rates before the general 
election ha s almost vanished 
after official figures yesterday 
showed that the volume of re- 
tail sales fell sharply in De- 
cember. The surprise setback on 
the high street sent shares soar- 
ing to a record last night 
The sales figures were the lat- 
est in a series of statistics pro- 
viding Kenneth Clarke with the 


ammunition to resist Bank of 
England advice that the cost of 
borrowing should go up. 

“The Chancellor is home 
and dry provided we do not see 
the pound weaken,’' said Leo 
Doyle, UK economist at Klein- 
wort Benson. 

The pound, whose strength 
gave Mr Clarke the rationale for 
not raising base rates earlier this 
month, climbed further yester- 
day. Its index against a range of 
currencies gained 0 3 to 972. 

Sterling also gained more 


than a pfennig to reach 
DM2.7142, within a few pfen- 
nigs of the rate from which it 
tumbled out of the exchange 
rate mechanism in 1992. 

The FTSE 100 index closed 
nearly 24 points higher at 
4,219.1, having retreated slightly 
from earlier highs after Wall 
Street opened. 

Although City economists 
still disagree about whether in- 
terest rates should go up, there 
was near- unanimi ty yesterday 
that any move would be post- 


poned until after the election. 
Only an extremely buoyant fig- 
ure" for GDP growth in the 
final quarter of 1996, due to be 
published on Monday, could tip 
the balance the other way. 

December’s retail sales per- 
formance helped the case 
against tougher monetary pol- 
icy. The volume of sales fell 0.S 
per cent during the month, al- 
though the estimated increase 
in November was revised to 0.9 
per cent from 0.7 per cent. 

Of last month’s decline, 0.6 


per cent was due to a sharp fall 
m sales of clothing and footwear 
following sharp' increases in 
the previous two months. Sales 
in this sector remained the 
fastest-growing in the year to 
December, up 7.5 per cent, 
and discounts in the January 
sales could lead to a rebound. 

Sales in “other" stores - 
mainly specialist shops such as 

c hemis ts and jewellers- also fell 
and here was a small decline in 
□on-store retail sales - mainly 
mail order - whose growth has 


been slowing for some months; 
There were increases in all 
other categories. These were 
strongest in department stores 
and supermarkets. The volume 
of sales at foodstores increased 
by 0.4 per cent in December and 
2.6 per cent year-on-year. 

Tim Congdon, one of the 
Treasury's panel of “wise per- 
sons", said that one month's 
worth of weak data did not 
mean the case for tighter mon- - 
etaiy policy bad evaporated. *T 
would not put much weight on 


the figures around Christmas, 
Hie inflationary dangers re- 
main,’’ he said. 

But others were more doubt- 
ful “There is now enough of a 
question about the pace ot 
growth for it not to matter 
w aiting a month or two, 7- said 
Michael Saunders, an economist 
at Salomon Brothers. 

■The next monthly meeting 
■ between the Chancellor and the 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land will take place on 5 Feb- 
ruaiy. 


Toyota 
lifts hopes 
of rise in 
UK output 


Rewing up or reversing? Mixed fortunes for car makers 


Michael Harrison 

The prospects of a further huge 
boost to the British car indus- 
try were strengthened yesterday 
after the Japanese motor giant 
Toyota said European output 
would double to about 350,000 
cars early in the next decade. 

The plan puts Toyota's £lbn 
Bumaston factory in Der- 
byshire in prime position to 
build a third model to compete 
in the small car sector ot the 
market against the likes of the 
Nissan Micra. 

However, Toyota executives 
cautioned that the chances of 
the investment coming to 
Britain would be seriously jeop- 
ardised if Britain's increasingly 
Eurosceptic stand hampered 
its relationships with the rest of 
Europe. 

Output from the Burnaston 
plant is due to increase from 
117,000 this year to 200,000 a 
year from late 1998 when it 
starts production of a second 
Corolla- type model alongside 
the existing Carina E. 

The increase in production 
wil I see the workforce rise from 
2JK10 now to 3,000. But if Bur- 
naston is selected for a third 
model it would mean at least 
another 700 jobs and further in- 
vestment of £200m or more and 
come as a further vote of con- 
fidence in the British motor 
industry following Nissan's de- 
cision to build a third model in 
the North-east. 

Alan March, vice-chairman of 
Toyota Motor Europe, said: 
"We would like to develop the 
product range to include a 
Micra-sized car and ideally we 
would like to grow Burnaston 
but a company like Toyota 
never closes the door. We are 
always evaluating the Euro- 
pean market and it is in our in- 
terests to look at other sites." 


The Burnaston plant is identi- 
cal in configuration to Toyota's 
Kentucky plant in the (JS where 
production of the Camry and a 
people carrier called the Sienna 
is running at 400,000 a year. 

Tbyota's plan is to build 60 
per cent of the cars it sells in Eu- 
rope locally compared with 30 
per cent at present. 

Last year about 130,000 of 
the 412,000 cars it sold in Eu- 
rope were built locally, nearly 
all of them Carina E cars from 
Bumaston. 

The company, Japan’s 
biggest car maker, plans to in- 
crease European sales to 
600,000 by the turn of the cen- 
tury and wants more of those 
cars buflt in the same location 
as they are sold. 

Further Japanese investment 
would help make up for Ford’s 
decision to axe production of 
the Escort at its Halewood 
plant on Merseyside with the 
loss of L300 jobs. 

Ford blamed the cutbacks 
partly on overcapacity but senior 
Toyota executives rejected this 
reasoning. “In- terms of our 
sales plan we have a shortage of 
capacity,'* said Tatsuo Taka- 
hashi, managing director of 
Toyota Motor Europe. 

However, Britain’s relation- 
ship with Brussels will be a key 
factor as the timing approaches 
for a decision on where to 
locale the new plant 

Mr Marsh said: "If the 
Eurosceptics win the day and 
drive us to a referendum on Eu- 
rope and the public vote to stay 
out that would have very severe 
consequences for a manufac- 
turing company like Toyota." 

The Japanese car maker de- 
clined to become embroiled in 
the row over the support given 
by leading British businessmen 
to key Labour policies. 

Comment, page 19 



NISSAN 


£1.5 bn invested 
inducting £21 5m on 
third model, an Escort- 950 

sized car, taking created 

production from 

250.000 this year to 

350.000 in 2000. 

Workforce to rise to 
5,000. 


♦ 




Escort production to 
cease at Halewood in 
2000 with immediate 
reduction in workforce 
to 3,700. Possibility of 
new 'people carrier" 
being built depending 
on productivity and 
government grants. 


® TOYOTA 

£ 1.1 bn invested. 

Production rising to ' _ " ” 

200,000 with 700 

introduction of Corolla created 
sized car in 1998 and 
workforce increasing to 
3,000. Prospect of 
building third small car 
♦sw taking production to 
%\ 350.000. 




Investing £700m at 
Swindon. Production 
rising to 150,000 by 
1908 and workforce 
increasing to 2.500 
Currently making the 
Civic ana Accord but 
adding a third model 
next year. 


250 

created 

it 


ROVER 


Investing £1 _2bn on 
new engine plant at . _ ' 

Hams Hall, new Mini at • 5 ,OuU 
Longbridge and new safeguarded 
small Land Rover at 
Solihull. Total 
workforce expected to 
reman at 39,000. 


JAGUAR 


ing£- 

Castle Bromwich on 1 

new X20Q model, 'lIYt 

doubling production to creaiea 
80,000 a year and 
increasing workforce to 
4.100. 


created 

♦ 


PEUGEOT 


Plan to build second 
model at Ryton, 


2,600 


Coventry alongside 306 safeguarded 
to replace the 206. 

Three year investment 
programme. 




Call goes out for 2,000 in jobs scheme 


Jill Treanor 


Co-Operative Bank yesterday 
announced a plan to get the 
long-term unemployed back to 
work, the most novel scheme 
among a raft of new job creation 
plans by industries in the North- 
west, South Wales, Northern 
Ireland and the Midlands. 
Altogether, the announcements 
will bring 2,000 new jobs in a 
variety of businesses. 

The bank, which prides itself 
on its "ethical” approach to 
banking, is targeting the long- 
term unemployed and “high- 
iuality"short-term unemployed 
or 200 new jobs at its telephone 
banking operation in Stock- 
port. 

The Co-Op’s call centre on 


I 


the edge of the M56 in South- 
port opened last year and of the 
staff hired at the time some 30 
per cent were previously un- 
employed. The bank will work 
wilh Stockport Borough Coun- 
cil and Stockport and High 
Peak Training and Enterprise 
Council (TEC). 

“Earlier this week the Com- 
mission on Public Policy and 
British Business stressed the im- 
portance of tackling unem- 
ployment because it is a drag on 
the competitiveness of Britain." 
said Terry Thomas, managing 
director of the Co-Op Bank. 

“This partnership wilh or- 
ganisations from the local com- 
munity has demonstrated that 
business can play a role in help- 
ing unemployed people by giv- 


ing a genuine opportunity to 
compete in the recruitment 
process," Mr Thomas added. 

Meanwhile. Parcelforce is 
creating the largest chunk of the 
2000 jobs announced yesterday 
as a result of a £100m invest- 
ment in a new distribution cen- 
tre in Coventry. 

This is ihe biggest single in- 
vestment by Parcelforce and wQl 
create 700 jobs, although it 
could cause some Lo be axed 
from other centres in Peter- 
borough and Birmingham over 
the next three years. 

In Northern Ireland. Shorts, 
the aerospace company, ex- 
pects lo create up to 600 jobs 
on the back of u new aircraft 
contract. Bombardier, the Ca- 
nadian owner of Shorts, said 


that the factory in Belfast would 
be involved in a new 70-sealer 
regional jet. 

Shorts wfll carry out design 
work and produce fuselages 
for the aircraft, which is due lo 
take to the air by the turn of the 
millennium. 

Meanwhile, in Merthyr Tydil. 
south Whies, almost 700 jobs will 
be created at a new meat pro- 
cessing plant. Also in south 
Wales. Bisley Office Equip- 
ment. the UK's largest manu- 
facturer and exporter of office 
furniture and equipment, is to 
create 150 jobs through a £Wm 
investment programme to 
expand its factory in Newport. 

In Merthyr, St Menyn Meal, 
which supplies meat to .super- 
market giant Tosco, announced 


it was investing more than £25m 
to build one of the largest meat 
processing plants in Europe on 
reclaimed land. The company 
employs nearly 1.000 workers 
mainly in the’ South-west of 
England and plans to take on 
another 663 in Merthyr. 

And separately across the 
border in Gloucester 10(1 new 
jobs will become available as re- 
sult of a 125m investment in a 
motor parts factory. 

Gillian Shephard, education 
and employment secretary, said: 
"We arc reaping the rewards of 
a flexible labour market wiih no 
Social Chapter and no national 
minimum wage. Today's news i> 
particularly welcome as it shows 
the benefits arc being enjoved 
across the country." ” 


Windfall 
tax ‘may 
see price 
controls 
loosened’ 

Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

professor Stephen Uttlechild, 
the electricity regulator, sig- 
nalled yesterday that he might 
be prepared to loosen pneecon- 

crobonpo^roomp^rft^ 

were hit by Labour s windfall tax 
on the privatised utilities. 

He told MPS at a Commons 
Trade and Industry Select Com- 
mittee hearing yesterday that he 
would not relax the price caps 
affecting different elements of 
the industry- but he could take 
the impact" of the windfall tax 
into account when deciding the 
next set of price controls. 

Recognising the tntonse pres- 
sure utility regulators are likely 
to face from their industries if 
Labour wins power, Professor 
Uttlechild said: “When the 
time comes to review controls, 
companies will put forward a 
whole series of arguments and 
we have to see what we make 
of them. But that situation has 
not arisen yet." 

Facing repeated probing 
from Conservative and Labour 
committee members, he went 
on: "I cannot say what the im- 
plications would be because I 
cannot say what the companies 
would put to me. They’d have 
to persuade me that they could 
no longer finance their licence 
activities.” Later Professor Lit- 
tlechild confirmed ministers 
could veto his decisions. 

The current set of prices 
controls affecting the regional 
electricity companies' main dis- 
tribution activities expire in 
2000. while separate controls on 
their supply businesses, due to 
be opened to competition, will 
be renewed in 1998. The Na- 
tional Grid transmission net- 
work agreed a new price cap 
with the watchdog, Offer, which 
lasts from April until 2001. 

The comments are one of the 
most explicit admissions yet by 
a regulator that the windfall tax, 
which the City believes could 
raise between £5bn and £10bn, 
could feed through to customer 
prices if the companies involved 
make a convincing case. Labour 
has consistently denied the tax 
would have any effect on con- 
sumers' bills, arguing that com- 
panies could absorb the cash 
demand by raising borrowing. 

Professor Uttlechild will also 
face equally fierce pressure 
from consumer groups after a 
Labour victory, seeking to head 
off any claims by the utilities 
that they cannot afford the tax. 

Yvonne Constance, national 
chairman of the Electricity Con- 
sumers’ Committees which ad- 
vises Offer, warned: "We do not 
think customers should be pay- 
ing windfall tax. If there is to be 
windfall tax it is intended to 
come from those who have 
made the windfall and that is the 
shareholders or new owners. We 
would watch most closely to 
snake sure not a single charge 
is made against customers."'" 


Handicappeds’ first step to society share bonanza 


NIc Cfcutti 


A parliamentary bid to force de- 
mutualising societies to set 
aside funds for handicapped 
people who would otherwise be 
denied a share in this year's 
£15bn flotation bonanza re- 
ceived an unopposed first read- 
ing yesterday. 

A private member's Bill by 
Douglas French, the Con- 
servative MP. was backed after 
he told the House of Commons 
that it w-as wrong to stop hand- 
icapped people, who were 
second-named signatories on 
society accounts, receiving a 
share of the handouts. 


Mr French said: “The first 
reading was yerv successful and 
I have received a lot of sympa- 
thy and support from both sides 
of" the House. The second read- 
ing will be on 14 February. 

“That might be a bit more dif- 
ficult because there are other 
items of business on the agenda 
for that day. I am in the hands 
of others ahead of me on the 
day." 

He said, however, that sup- 
port for his measure had come 
from the Treasury, which is 
also tTying to obtain parlia- 
mentary time for its own Build- 
ing Societies Bill. 

Mr French estimates that 


there may be about 100.000 
members of those societies 
about to seek a stock market 
flotation, including Halifax. Al- 
liance & Leicester. Woolwich 
and Northern Rock, who would 
benefit from his measure, at a 
cost of about £l0m to £15m. 

“This is considerably less 
than the amount that societies 
have paid to City institutions as 
they prepared to float." he 
added. 

"One wonders how it is pos- 
sible that these same highly paid 
City institutions were no'i able 
to find a formula to allow such 
payments to handicapped soci- 
ety members.” 


Mr French's bid to obtain re- 
dress for certain types of soci- 
ety member comes as most 
societies have faced hundreds 
of thousands of calls from mem- 
bers who may be denied a share 
in the flotations. 

Halifax Building Society yes- 
terday said that staff working on 
its telephone hot line are 
handling up to 30.000 calls a day 
from members with questions 
about the flotation. 

A Halifax spokeswoman said*. 
“Most of the calls involve fairly 
straightforward questions from 
people who want to know hew 
many shares they might be en- 
titled to or when they have to 


vole by. that sort of thing. We 
have said before, that wilh 8.5 
million member it would be un- 
likely if we did not make mis- 
takes. Just 0.5 per cent of 
mistakes would be enough to fill 
Wembley Arena." 

Among those who are com- 
plaining about Halifax are Ian 
and Marjorie Strang, a couple 
who have been both borrowers 
and savers with the society for 
more than 10 years and hoped 
for a double handout worth at 
least £1,600. 

However. Halifax deducted 
the couple's mortgage pay- 
ments from Mis Strang’s ac- 
count on 31 December. 


reducing her balance below the 
£100 needed to qualify for free 
shares, instead of the normal 
dale of the first of each month. 

Mr Strang, who Jives in Lon- 
don, said: “1 can’t believe that 
they have done this and treated 
loyal members in this way. We 
are not rich and this would have 
been a nice little bonus. The 
society was never given 
authority to remove payments 
from our account on that day." 

Gary Marsh, head of corpo- 
rate affairs at the society, said 
Iasi night that il would he wrong 
to comment on Mr French’s bill 
while Halifax members were still 
voting on the existing proposals. 
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Actuaries get 
whistleblowing 

phone hotline 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


The new pensions regulator is 
In set up a telephone hotline io r 
whistleblowing actuaries and 
auditors, who will he expected 
to report suspected problems i n 
pension schemes. 

The Pensions Act IWJ. a r ,._ 
suit of the Maxwell scandal be- 
comes law on n April and wj|J 
protect actuaries and scheme an- 
diiore who wish to give i n f,i r . 
maUtm on a confidential basis 

The Occupational Pensions 
Regulatory Authority, which 
Formally slaris work in April 
also made clear veMerdavih;,, 
it expected in he upped . .ff ah. >u, 
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Our car industry looks different from Japan 

T he car in front is a Toyota, as they say 
grudgingly in Detroit these days. Ford’s 
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■Of the 700,000 
cars that Toyota and 
Nissan could 
conceivably be building 
here early 

in the next millennium, 
three-quarters 
will be shipped to 
the Continent’ 


threadbare excuses fur ending Escort pro- 
duction at Halewuud were made to look even 
more worn out yesterday after another 
Japanese car maker dropped heavy hints 
about expanding further in Britain. 

The nfticia] Ford line is that it cannot jus- 
tify building its new Escort in three places 
i because there is already surplus capacity in 
the motor industry and this would only add 
to it. 

The view from Toyota City on the outskirts 
of Nagoya is rather different. There, they win 
cheerfully tell you, the picture is one of 
chrunic undercapacity in Europe. Their 
plan is to sell bUOJXXi cars in Europe by the 
turn of the century - a shade under 5 per 
cent of the market - and to achieve that 
while remaining good citizens means more 
than doubling local production in the next 
five years. 

The message from Nissan, which has just 
taken the plunge and confirmed plans to 
build a third model at its Sunderland plant, 
is much the same. The second model that 
Toyota will introduce at its Bumasion plant 
next year and the third model Nissan intends 
to build in the North-east will compete head- 
on with the Escort. That rather gives the lie 
j to the idea that this is a segment or the mar- 
[ ket consumers are backing away from in 
search of something more exotic, 
j The reality is that customers are backing 
; away specifically from the latest Escort 


which has struggled to live up to its prede- 
cessors despite some monumental market- 
ing back-up. 

That is hardly HaJewood's fault because 
Escorts built in Sanrlouis and Valencia are 
no more popular. Where Merseyside can be 
faulted is in developing a reputation for poor 
quality in the 1470s and 1980s that dished 
any hopes it had of ever becoming a major 
export business. 

Of the 700.000 cars that Toyota and Nis- 
san could quite conceivably be'building here 
early in the next millennium, three-quarters 
will be shipped to the Continent. The only 
thing likely to spoil that happy picture is a 
disastrous lurch in a Eurosceptic direction. 
But if that happens, it will not just he jobs 
in Bumoston and Sunderland that arc in 
jeopardy. 

Football has its 
investment merits 

T he crisis at Millwall. the football club 
whose fans chant "No one likes us - we j 
don't carc“ to opposing supporters, comes 
as no surprise to followers of these matters. 
Drifting along in a lower division with onh- 
average crowds and Hide television money 
to speak of is hardly the stuff of stock mar- 
ket excitement. 

But while many 1 of MiUwall’s problems arc 
specific to the South London club, this 
week’s developments may force a fresh 


appraisal by starry-eyed entrepreneurs t Joe 
Lewis, he of Christies fame, joined the band- 
wagon yesterday with a £40m investment in 
Glasgow Rangers) and investors of the 
market’s latest fashion scctur. Up until now 
most have been playing a stock market ver- 
sion of fantasy football. 

So just how good arc these dubs - as busi- 
nesses that is? ' The first thing to note is that 
the picture is mixed. Return on capital in 
some eases such as Manchester United and 
Tottenham can be very good - as high as 30 
per cent. This is because money fmm tele- 
vision rights requires no real capital invest- 
ment in the first place. Others such as 
Chelsea and Leeds have ratios of just 2 per 
cent. 

Most City institutions are .still very wary 
of investing directly in football dubs, tend- 
ing to get involved only through tracker 
funds. They will be using the £l50-O.HJm 
float of Newcasdc United to reappraise their 
view. A small but committed minority, how- 
ever. see them as classic “people busi- 
nesses". such as advertising agencies and PR 
consultancies, and believe they should be 
valued on the same basis. Indeed football 
seems rather better at dealing with the 
tan [rums of its star players than a great many 
other people businesses, judging by the 
Nicola Horiick fiasco. 

Football, then, docs indeed have some 
investment merits. But stock selection is the 
name of the game. And don't count on pa\ 
per view being quite the goldmine for . 


investors that some arc expecting. More than 
likely the fruits uf this new source of income 
will end up with the players rather than the 
investors. That's the problem with people 
businesses. The people have un awful ten- 
dency to demand a very large slice of what- 
ever cuke is going. 

Pressure is on to 
blow the whistle 

C lient confidentiality and sheer timidity 
are among the reasons why in the past 
whistleblowing has been a no-no for actu- 
aries and accountants. But for well over a 
decade, the pressure has mounted on them 
to do mtire than agonise and resign the ac- 
count when they susqx'ci something is wrong. 
\Vh> don’t they actually pick up a phone and 
tell somebody, is the recurring question. 

The strongest pressure has come in the 
banking industry, where Johnson Mathey 
Bankers, BCC1 and now Barings have 
embroiled auditors in lengthy lawsuits about 
who missed what in the accounts and hit- 
ter recriminations about why they did not say 
anything at the time. 

it was the J9S'7 Banking Act. written to 
correct deficiencies in the legislation shown 
up by JMB. that brought the concept of 
legalised whistleblowing to the auditing 
profession. And it was the wave of legal 
actions against auditors over the past 1U 
scars that concentrated their minds on the 


problem of what id do if fraud is suspected. 

Not that there has been any marked 
increase among auditors of whist iehlow ing. 
So far the profession’s most decisive 
response to fraud has been the rapid devel- 
opment of plans to become limited compa- 
nies or offshore limited partnerships, thus 
limiting their liability. 

Now the actuarial profession is coming 
under renewed pressure to whistle blow too. 

The Occupational Pensions Regulatory 
Authority is asking actuaries to report cases 
not he just serious abuse, but the entire 
range of minor problems that actuaries and 
auditors discover within pension funds. It 
wants to use this information as a database 
that will in future allow it to identify the char- 
acteristics of problem tunds. 

| Well. This is pn igress of sons but it is a poor 

I substitute for legislation. The 1995 Pension 
I Act drew back from making all pension funds 
register and report to the authority on grounds 
j ol cost and complexity. Detailed regulation 
j and reporting requirements were deemed 
r impossible. The Act even omitted to make 
| wliLstleNowing obligatory . So now wv have this 
' sc If- ad ministered slab at the problem. 

| The uouble is that it is not in the cautious 
! nature of actuaries and auditors to pick up 
j the phone tor every minor problem and tip 
off the authorities. This scheme might just 
[ work, hut only if pension fund trustees make 
I it their business to prod actutiries and audi- 
| tors into constant communication with 
i Opra. 


Clyde not for sale 
under 135p, say 
key shareholders 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Gulf Canada's £432m bid for 
Clyde Petroleum is set to fafl un- 
less the Canadian oQ explorer 
increases its bid by almost a 
third to put a value on its 
British target of more than 
£550m. 

It has emerged that key 
shareholders are unwilling to 
sell out for less than 135p, con- 
siderably above the 105p a 
share Gulf has so far tabled and 
well ahead of the current share 
price of 120.5p. 

Ownership of Gyde is un- 
usually concentrated with just 
four shareholders controlling 
more than 50 per cent of the 
company's shares. 

Schrodcrs, with 19 per cent, 
and PDFM, which has 14 per 
cent are the biggest investors, 
with American institution Cap- 
ita! and Norwich Union hold- 
ing another 17 percent between 
them. 

Persuading those four would 
secure victoiy, while Wittington, 
the Prudential and CIN control 
another 11 per cent. 

Including those holdings, the 
total stake of the seven largest 


shareholders is 62 per cent. 
Commenting on the bitter war 
of words that has erupted be- 
tween the two companies, one 
big shareholder questioned 
Gulfs decision to highlight 
Clyde's dependence on acquir- 
ing oil reserves rather than 
finding them with the drill bit. 

“Gulf says the that oil busi- 
ness has become a sellers’ mar- 
ket in which the owners of oil 
assets are not prepared to give 
away value. In those circum- 
stances why should I do so?” he 
asked. 

He said it was possible to ar- 
rive at a valuation of between 
140p and 150p a share using ei- 
ther Gulfs favoured net asset 
value approach or the cash 
flow model championed by 
Gyde and he indicated he 
would be unwilling to sell out 
for less than that range. 

Another significant investor, 
who also preferred not to be 
named said he saw little point 
in accepting an offer at the cur- 
rent market price only to rein- 
vest the proceeds in a similarly 
rated oil stock when he contin- 
ued to value the track record of 
Clyde’s management 

There is general agreement 


among investors that chief ex- 
ecutive Roy Franklin has shifted 
Clyde away from an unsuc- 
cessful exploration strategy to- 
wards profitable acquisition-led 
growth. 

Both fund managers believe 
Clyde will soon publish an 
estimate of its net asset value 
from industry consultant 
Energy Resource Consultants 
that puts a basic price tag of 
105p on its assets. 

That compares with previous 
brokers' estimates of an aver- 
age 76p and, with an appropri- 
ate premium for control, also 
implies an acceptable bid price 
of about 140p. 

Earlier this week Gulf re 
sponded to two defence docu 
ments from Gyde with ! 
strongly worded condemnation 
of Clyde's track record. 

The document claimed that 
Gyde had eroded shareholder 
value, failed to replace reserves 
and displayed a “woeful explo- 
ration record”. 

Clyde dismissed the attack as 
“predicrable rhetoric". 

Clyde has until next Ibesday 
to complete its defence with 
Gulf given one more week after 
that to make a final offer. 



Horiick 
admits 
to ABN 
talks 

J0I Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 
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Nicola Horiick. the “super- 
woman" fund manager who 
has resigned from Morgan 
Grenfell Asset Management, 
admitted for the first time 
yesterday that she had held 
preliminary talks this month 
with ABN Amro, a rival firm. 

Previously she had said that 
allegations about her moving to 
a rival firm hart been sparked by 
a lunch she attended late last 
year with a close friend at ABN 
Amro. 

MGAM is alleging that she 
breached her contract by 
attempting to solicit staff for a 
rival dim. She denies this and 
is considering whether to bring 
legal action against MGAM 
for “constructive dismissal". 

She said yesterday that talks 
with ABN Amro were of an “in- 
formal and preliminary nature" 
and that at no stage did she 
provide ABN Amro with con- 
fidential information. 

“The talks terminated sever- 
al days before I was suspended." 
Mrs Horiick said. "My aim was 
always to keep the clients and 
the team together for the 
benefit of alL” 

Mrs Horiick, given her nick- 
name for her ability to juggle a 
demanding social life ana job, 
hit the headlines last week after 
her acrimonious departure. 

The latter comment did little 
to quell rumours that she had 
been ranwfering a management 
buy-out of MGAM’s pension 
funds business. Her spokesman 
said she Imd never made such a 
proposal and (hat her acknowl- 
edgement of “informal andpre- 
hminaiy" talks with ABN Amro 
did not alter her previous stance. 


In Brief 


• Cable & Wireless yesterday appointed the second member of 
the senior executive team to run its £5bn cable venture, C&W 
Communications, formed out the merger of its Mercury subsidiary 
with Bell Cablcmedia, Nyncx CabJeComras and Videoiron. 
Nicholas Mearing-Smith, chief financial officer of Nynex Cable- 
Comms, is to be finance director of the new company when it is 
formed in the spring. He will join Graham Wallace, chief exec- 
utive of C&W Communications, who left a job as head of Grana- 
da's restaurants division. 

• Some traders at Credit Suisse First Boston, the investment 
banking arm of Credit Suisse, the Swiss bank, may have been award- 
ed bonuses of more than $20m after profits in 1996 were esti- 
mated to have doubled to about Sl.lbn (£665m) before tax. As 
many as 50 people in CSFB's bond department received bonus- 
es of at least Sim, according to unconfirmed reports. CSFB is 
expected to announce its full-year profits next month. 

• The Coart of Appeal yesterday dismissed an appeal brought 
by a network of independent financial advisers which had argued 
that Lbe Personal Investment Authority fPIA) Ombudsman did 
not have jurisdiction to investigate it. The ruling in the Queen’s 
Bench division means the PIA Ombudsman can investigate cus- 
tomer complaints against Steeds, a firm which was once pari of 
the Bums Anderson Independent Network. Investors had com- 
plained about financial losses they suffered as result of business 
conducted by Steeds, the PIA said. 

• Ian Byatt, the water industry regulator, yesterday outlined 
tougher rules governing the relationship between privatised wa- 
ter companies and their urn-regulated subsidiary operations. The 
move follows an attack by Mr Byatt late last year on many of the 
JO water and sewerage companies for failing to put contracts with 
subsidiaries out to competitive tender and their failure to dearly 
allocate costs between the regulated water businesses and non- 
regutated activities. The guidelines require the industry to put 
more emphasis on market testing of contracts and require com- 
panies to report transactions between associated parts of the group. 

• IBM’s stock dropped as much as 7.7 per cent yesterday after 
the world's largest computer maker reported kiwer-than-expected 
sales and gaming s for the fourth quarter. IBM's stock fell 9 to 
159 and accounted for 32 points of the 51.57 point drop in the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average. Earlier, the shares fell as low as 
155. IBM said fourth-quarter profit rose 18 per cent, slightly less 
than expected, as a stronger dollar and weak demand in Europe 
hurt results. IBM said net income rose to S2.02bn (£1 22bn) from 
$1.71bn in the year-earlier quarter. Sales climbed 5.6 per cent to 
S23.14bnfromS21.92bn. 

The European Commission has d eared Cadbury Schweppes 
to sell its51 per cent stake in Amalgpated Beverages Great Britain 
to Coca-Cola Enterprises, which is controlled by Coca-Cola. 

The European Commission opened an antitrust inquiry into 
Boeing’s $13.9bn (£8.4bn) acquisition of McDonnell Douglas Coip 
amid concern the alliance would srrangle competition, the EU’s 


make Boeing the world’s biggest mafeer of militaiy aircraft 
and bolster its leadership position in tbe civilian aircraft market 
well above its nearest rival, Europe’s Airbus Industrie. 



Bell Cablemedia phone 
ads incur wrath of BT 


Sir Peter Bonfield: Cut charges at BT to comply with the 
annual price formula set by Oftel 


Chris Gods mark 

Business Correspondent 

British Telecom was Iasi night 
heading for a legal clash with 
Bell Cablcmedia over the cable 
operator’s controversial new,- 
advertising campaign which at- 
tempts to' lure potential cus- 
tomers with the theme: "Don’t 
waste money - switch to cable." 

The promotion. launched 
this week, includes posters in the 
East End of the capital rein- 
forcing the price message with 
the slogan “British Telecon”. 

The phrase has incurred the 
wrath of BT s in-house lawyers, 
who are understood to have 
written to Bell Cablemedia warn- 
ing that such claims arc untrue, 
may be defamaloiy and could in- 
fringe laws on trademarks. A BT 
spokesman declined to say 
whether Bell would be served 
with a writ if the advertisements 
continued. 

“BT reserves its position on 


this issue until we’ve examined 
these adverts further.” he said. 

Beil Cahle media refused to 
discuss details of the campaign 
or confirm the advertising slogans 
had been used on poster sites. 
The dispute is the latest fallout 
from increasingly tough price 
competition in the industry. 

Cable operators are seeking 
to maintain their price advan- 
tage despite BT’s aggressive 
cuts in charges to comply with 
the annual price formula set by 
the regulator. Oftel. At the 
same lime BT. under the chief 
executive. Sir Peter Bonfield. 
has made price comparisons 
more confusing by introducing 
discount packages such as the 
Friends and Family scheme. 

It also emerged yesterday 
that BT had abandoned a 
planned court case against 
AT&T the US telephones giant, 
after claiming the American 
group's British operation had 
also used allegedly “misleading" 


advert ising. The derision to drop 
the action comes a month after 
a High Court judge refused to 
gram BT an injunction to prevent 
AT&T continuing with the pro- 
motional claims. AT&T had said 
on direct mail literature that it was 
40 per cent cheaper than BT on 
selected international colls. 

A BT spokesman said: “Fail- 
ure to get the injunction showed 
how difficult it is to take action 
against someone even where 
there is an overwhelming case. 
Anyway AT&T has dropped the 
advertising claims and we are 
not ones to bang our heads 
against brick walls." 

However, a spokesman for 
AT&T insisted the promotion- 
al literature had not been 
changed: “The reason BT has 
dropped the case is that after 
losing the injunction it was 
dear there was no case for us 
to answer. We are still using all 
the claims in our advertising that 
BT had objected to." 


Telewest 
in £50m 
deal with 
Racal 

Chris Godsmark 


Telewest, the UK's largest cable 
company, yesterday pledged 
even tougher competition with 
British Telecom and BSkyB by 
announcing plans to invest £50m 
in developing a national fibre op- 
tic network in a deal with Racal. 

The investment will link 
Telewcst’s regional cable fran- 
chises based around London, 
Bristol, the West Midlands, the 
North West, Tyneside and Scot- 
land by 1998, allowing many 
phone calls and cable television 
services to be transmitted with- 
out using the existing fibre net- 
works of BT and Mercury. 

Racal the defence electron- 
ics group, is dose to signing con- 
tracts to lease capacity on its 
BRT fibre network which it 
bought from British Rail two 
years ago for £133m. Of the 
total investment it is thought 
about £ 10m could flow through 
to Racal in a deal expected to 
last for 15 years. 

The agreement will be seen 
as further distancing Telewest 
from some of the other cable 
operators that are in the process 
of merging with Cable & Wire- 
less's Mercury subsidiary in a 
£5bn deal. Tc fewest is thought 
to have previously discussed 
joining the merger with Dick 
Brown, C & W’s chief executive. 

Stephen Davidson, Telewest's 
acting chief executive, also 
promised to offer a digital tele- 
vision service to cable customers 
by the end of this year, the same 
timetable as BSkyB. He said he 
was dose to agreeing contracts 
with companies to make set-top 
boxes to access programmes. 

Telewest yesterday said its 
total residential customer base 
had grown by 34 per cent last 
year to 768,755. The strongest 
increase in demand was for 
telephone services, rising 46 
per cent to 627.009 customers, 
compared with 528,142 televi- 
sion subscribers. 

Mr Davidson also disdosed 
that a decision was due soon on 
whether to appoint him as per- 
manent chief executive. A 
board meeting held last Tues- 
day again failed to resolve the 
appointment 
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Stakis bet and breakfast good value 

The Investment Column 


Stakis’s shares had failed signally sh yy. 
last spring to benefit from the im- 
proving outlook for both of its main di- 
visions, hotels and casinos, and had 
been dull since the recent takeover of 
Lonrho's Metropole hotels and the 
OOra rights issue to fund the deal. 

Yesterday’s first-quarter trading 
statement was therefore seized on as 
a further opportunity for the market 
to continue the catch-up of the last few 
weeks. The shares closed 4p higher at 
105.5p, usefully ahead of the 87p low 
reached in November. 

The market chose to focus on an ap- 
parent turnaround at the troubled 
casinos division, where attendances in 
the three months to December jumped 
from 523,000 to 603,000, even if those 
punters were concentrating more on 
the machines than the tables and so 
spending less. Stakis's win percentage 
is also low by industry standards and 
winning customers back after the ill- 
conceived imposition of membe. 'hip 
charges a couple of years ago has oi.'-' 
been achieved with a higher cost base. 

Still the outlook for the gaming arm 
remains gpod in the long run. Dereg- 
ulation. when it comes, will lift the num- 
ber of amusement machines allowed 
in casinos, reduce membership re- 
strictions and send the business down 
the more populist Las Vegas route, 
where 9U per cent of revenues come 
through machines, generating much 
more predictable earnings streams. 

In hotels, stripping out the closure 
during the period of the Stakis Tyne- 
side's 147 rooms meant occupancy was 
stable at just over 72 per cent and the 
room rate pushed up nicely from 
£45.58 to £50.10. The Metropole ho- 
tels were only in for six weeks so the 
jury remains out on whether Stakis 
overpaid for them. Certainly tbe po- 
tential for improvement is there, with 
occupancy outside London a meagre 
55 per cenL but a price tag of £327m 
for operating profits of £22. 9m means 
the pressure is on Stakis to wring out 
cost savings and boost guest numbers. 

These caveats aside, the long-term 
outlook for Stakis remains strong. 
Deregulation should transform casinos 
into a" mainstream, highly profitable and 
cash-generative leisure activity. In 
hotels, there looks to be plenty still to 
go for in the current trading cycle, with 
demand set Lo cany on growing and lit- 
tle new capacity to cope with those ex- 
tra numbers. Demographic changes 
make the weekend leisure business an 
increasingly attractive opportunity. 

On the basis of pre-tax profits to next 
September of about £59m. the shares 
trade on a prospective price earnings 
ratio of 15. That is not much more than 
a market rating, which compares with 
the much higher multiples given to 
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other companies. There is great scope 
in this business for small increases in 
achieved yield per room to translate 
into bigger increases in profits. With 
the outlook set fair for the rest of this 
year, the shares are good value. 

Watson & Philip 
serves up a treat 

Shares in Watson & Philip, the 
Dundee-based convenience store to 
food distribution group, seem to have 
been somewhat unfairly treated since 
a mild profit warning in October. 
Down from 466p, they recovered a 
chunky 50p to 39l5p yesterday on fig- 
ures in line with the bottom end of pre- 
vious market expectations. 

If October's hiccough had never hap- 
pened, news of an 11 per cent rise m 
pre-tax profits to £20. lm on sales 16 per 
cent ahead at £5 77m for the year to 27 
October would surely have been well 
received They would also have made 
for a smoother transition for the new 
chief executive, Colin Glass, who was 
appointed from Dixons in the au- 
tumn. 


But Watson has a good stoiy to tell. 
The group has made a decent fist of 
moving out of cash and carry, a de- 
clining market, and into the more in- 
teresting areas of convenience stores 
and “food service". 

The former, trading under the Ali- 
cias fascia, is now the core of the group, 
raising profits by a quarter to £15.1m 
last year. The growth is coining from 
new store openings and raised margins, 
rather than organically, where an un- 
derlying Iike-for-like sales increase of 
22 per cent looks pedestrian against 
the supermarkets. Driven by a novel 
equity-linked agreement for fran- 
chisees, Wfetson opened a net 89 stores 
last year and is planning another 150 
in the current period, including 50 on 
Total petrol forecourts. 

Operating margins, already up from 
4.9 per cent to 5.4 per cent, have fur- 
ther to go as AD days drives out low val- 
ue-added groceries and household 
goods in favour of a range of conve- 
nience areas. Video rental pizzas. 
Dunkin’ Donuts franchises and dry 
cleaning are all being trialled or rolled 
out in parts of tbe 526-strong chain. 
Sales are running ahead Of last year. 

More exciting perhaps is food ser- 
vice, supplying fend for restaurants, ho- 
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tels and the like, which jacked up prof- 
its 19 per cent to £4.03m on Iike-for- 

like sales up by a fifth for the third year 

r unnin g Thinjhiggest with a 4 percent 
share of the market, W&P Foodser- 
vice should have plenty of room to 
grow as customers demand a more 
comprehensive national service. 

Group profits of £24m this year, for 
a prospective multiple of 10, make the 
shares look good value. 

JD Sports has 
impressive form 

John David Sports may have beep 
priced at the top end of expectations 
when it came to the market in Octo- 
ber, but the sports retailer has more 
than justified the rating. Priced at 285p, 
the shares shot to a high of 346p with- 
in two months and have only recently 
come off their peak. 

The driver of this success and of oth- 
ers such as JJB Sports and Blacks 
Leisure has been the spectacular 
growth of the branded sports goods 
market. Here in the fashion -conscious 
world of the younger generation, 
brands such as Nike, Reebok and FQa 
are the “must have” accessories. 

JD Sports continued the impressive 
form with its maiden set of results yes- 
terday. Pre-tax profits in the six months 
to 30 September were in line with ex- 
pectations at £4J35m. This was after an 
exceptional charge of £650,000 incurred 
as a result of the Manchester bomb 
which damaged four of JD’s stores. 

Like-for-like sales growth was strong 
in the half at 19 per cent However, cur- 
rent trading has eased back to growth 
of 9 per cent in the 13 weeks to 31 De- 
cember. Footwear went off the boil but 
was more than made up for by a good 
performance from clothing. 

The rapid roll-out of the chain con- 
tinues with 16 new stores opened in the 
first half and a further 13 opened since. 
One surprise was the shift to opening 
some stores out of town. 

Tbe nastier surprise came earlier this 
week when the OFT said it planned to 
investigate sports equipment suppliers 
which prevented retailers from dis- 
counting their products. 

Though this could destabilise the 
sector, JJB has already said it does not 
expect to be affected by the investi- 
gation. JD Sports says that only a small 
proportion of its sales are of sports 
equipment so the impact should be 
even less. Even so, the shares shaded 
another 3-5p lower to 32J.5p. 

On MeesPierson's lull-year forecast 
of £9m, JD Sports shares trade on a 
forward rating of 24 - high enough. 



A mountain to climb: troubled Euro 


Ssneyadmlts it still faces an up.iill struggle 


Euro Disney sales 
show record rise 


Magnus Grimond 

Euro Disney, operator of the 
Disneyland Paris theme park, 
has shrugged aside French eco- 
nomic weakness and the Chan- 
nel Thnnel fire to record a 12 per 
cent rise in first-quarter sales. 

The news was well received 
by analysts and the shares rose 
L5p to 117 Jp yesterday despite 
a reiteration by the company of 
November's warning that the 
current year would be difficult. 

Philippe Baurguigi.on, chair- 
man, described the sales in- 
crease from Frl.Olbo (£110m) 
to FrI.13bn in the three months 
to December as “a satisfying 
performance, demonstrating 
our abDity to better exploit the 
potential of our low season". 

But, be warned, 1997 re- 
mained a challenging year with 
no price increases and higher 
financial charges. 

The decision to peg entry 
charges for the current year at 
last year’s level may have a 
“temporary detrimental impact 
oa margins", the company said, 
but was aimed at further con- 
solidating and strengthening 
the position of Disneyland 
Paris. In April 1995, the theme 


park slashed entry prices by up 
to 22 percent and was rewarded 
last year with a 9 per cent rise 
in visitors to a record 1 1.7 mil- 
lion, a trend that has continued 
into the first quarter. 

The other problem facing 
the company this year is the 
gradual unwinding of a Frl3bn 
restructuring agreement which 
accompanied a Fr6bn rights 
issue backed by Prince Al- 
Waleed Bin Talal, the Saudi 
prince, in 1994. The ending of 
the standstill agreement with the 
group's banksTias already seen 
lease and finance charges in- 
crease by FrlOQm last year and 
the burden is set to grow by a 
further Fr200m or so in the cur- 
rent year, the company said- A 
further FrlOOm will be added in 
the 1997-9S financial year. 

Euro Disney said operating 
revenues for theme park and as- 
sociated hotels rose 11.4 per 
cent to FrT.12bn in the quarter. 
The growth was driven by 
higher attendances and a bigger 
individual spend in the park and 
an increase in occupancy rates 
in ibe hotels. 

Nigel Reed, an analyst at bro- 
kers Paribas Capital Markets, 
said: “Such figures are encour- 


aging. They are up by a bigger 
percentage increase than I was 
expecting for this time of year. 
But tbe first quarter is a sea- 
sonally low period, so any 
change has a big percentage 

effect." , 

He questioned, however, 
how much Euro Disney had had 
to spend to achieve these sales 
increases and suggested that the 
resulting Fr50m boost to net 
profits would be wiped out by 
the higher finance charges this 
year, assuming no other 
changes in costs. 

Even so, he said he was now 
more likely to edge up his cur- 
rent estimate of FrlOOm net 
profits for the group for this 
year. In November, Euro Dis- 
ney reported a 77 per cent rise 
in net profits to Fr2G2m. 

“On the face of it, this is en- 
couraging news, but not enough 
to make the shares attractive." 
Earnings would still be just 
FrO.l or Fr0.2 a share, he said. 
“They have got to run to stand > 
still and to stand still is not “ 
enough to support the current 
share price. They are still over- 
valued and I would be a seller.” 
The shares peaked at nearly 
763p in March 1992. 


Hazards tops cross-border deals 


Cross-border league table 


financial advisers on European cross-border transactions January ■ 
December 1996, ranked by value of transactions 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


LazanJs topped the league table 
for cross-border bids and deals 
in Europe last year, but half of 
the top 10 were US banks, ac- 
cording to annual figures pub- 
lished yesterday. 

The drive by US banks has 
been at the expense of UK 
banks and integrated Euro- 
pean banks. Last year's total of 
Americans in the top 10 com- 
pares with four the year before. 

Some US investment banks, 
such as Goldman Sachs and 
Morgan Stanley, have spent 
the last decade building up 
their cross-border advisory 
work in Europe, partly to get 
round the dominance of local 
advisers in domestic deals 


within European countries. The 
league table confirms the suc- 
cess of this strategy. 

The US banks have “effec- 
tively a stranglehold on Euro- 
pean cross-border mergers and 
acquisitions advisory work,” 
said Philip Healey, editor oL4c- 
quisiaons Monthly, which pro- 
duced the data. 

Lazards came top as a result 
of advising - jointly with tbe US 
bank JP Morgan - Carnaud- 
Metalbox of France during a 
£3.3bn takeover bid from 
Crown Cork & Seal of the US, 
the largest cross-border deal of 
the year. Lazards finished in 
sixth place in 1995, In total it ad- 
vised ou 46 deals worth £12bu. 

Second came Morgan Stan- 
ley of the US, with 26 deals 
worth more than £11 bn, while 


Goldman Sachs, first the year 
before, slipped to third with 
more than £lQbn. 

JP Morgan was fifth, from 
11th the year before, Merrill 
Lynch was sixth and Lehman 
Brothers eighth. 

Acquisitions Monthly counts 
Credit Suisse First Boston as an 
American investment bank, 
which it said was for consistency 
with its previous data, bringing 
the total of Americans in the top 
10 to six. 

However, a spokeswoman 
for Credit Suisse said CSFB was 
now Swiss owned and Swiss reg- 
istered and should be counted 
as a European bank. 

UK banks had a poor year in 
Europe, with only Rothschild 
making it into the top 10. at 
□umber nine. Schraders was 


1 1th, a fall from fourth the year 
before, and BZW was I5th. 

SBC Warburg, the Swiss 
owned group based in London, 
fell from second to seventh 
place while Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell was 16tfa, after eighth 
place in 1995. 

Societe Generate was the 
highest placed French bank at 
10th. whereas the highest in 1995 
was Banque Indosuez at 20th. 

Acquisitions Monthly said to- 
wards the end of 1995 Merrill 
Lynch paid attractive salaries to 
lure experienced staff from VvbD 
Street rivals and from Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell 

“The league table seems pos- 
itive proof that digging deep 
into one's pocket to hire the 
right people can have an almost 
immediate effect." 


Adviser 

Hoot deals 

Value Em 

.1 Lazard Houses (6*) 

46 

12,003 

2 Morgan Stanley (3) 

26 

11,085 

3 Goldman Sachs (1) 

23 

10,815 

4 Credit Suisse Ffrst Boston (5) 

22 

9,980 

5 JP Morgan (11) 

29 

9,386 

6 Mem! Lynch (13) 

13 

8,236 

7 SBC Warburg (2) 

41 

5,696 

8 Lehman Brothers (9) 

23 

4,289 

9 Rothschild Group (7) 

25 

3,907 

10 Socifite Gtodrate {-) 

15 

3,756 

11 Schraders (4) 

13 

3,743 

12 Baring Brothers (19) 

14 

3,216 

13 KfeJnwort Benson (17) 

13 

3,117 

14 UBS (18) 

10 

2,491 

17 Banque Parfcas (-) 

19 

2.236 

15 BZW (14) 

5 

2,164 

16 Deutsche Morgan Grenfell \fi) 

39 

1,997 

18 Robert Fleming (16) 

10 

1.767 

19 Hambras Bank (15) 

6 

1,160 

20 NaflWest Maitete(-) 

8 

884 


* 1995 tuB-year rsting 
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Scottish Highland Hotels profits fling 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


ScoiliVh Highland Hotels met 
the forecasts it made at the time 
of last November's flotation, re- 
porting pre-tax profits for the 
year to October of £1 13m. a 50 
per cent increase on the previ- 
ous year. The company's 


shares which were placed at 
125p. dosed 2.5p higher yes- 
terday at 152.5p. 

Hamish GrossarU chairman, 
said: “Following the successful 
listing of the company's shares, 
we ore delighted to be an- 
nouncing such a strong set of 
results. The current year has 
started well.” 


Scottish Highland's bumper 
profits followed a rise in the 
Glasgow-bused company’s oc- 
cupancy rate from 73.4 to 75.5 
per cent during the year and a 
jump in the mom rale charged 
from £47.78 to £49.83. 

Pro forma earnings per share 
rose 24 per cent to 10.3p and 
a dividend of 0.5p was 


announced, although the com- 
pany said it would have paid 3p 
had the shares been listed for 
a full year. 

The successful flotation of 
Scottish Highland followed h«»i 
on the heels of the withdrawal 
ol the planned flotation of 
Principal Hotels after a glut of 
hotel iltuits in 1 Wfo. 


Insurers foil to 
impress City 


Magnus Grimond 


Investors reacted unfavourably 
to new premium business results 
for 1996 announced yesterday 
by General Accident and Com- 
mercial Union, two of the UK’s 
largest composite insurers. 
Shares in General Accident 
slipped ISp to 801p, while CU 
was down 13p at 702jp. 

The slump came despite a 40 
per ccn t rise in annualised new 
premium income to£l84m for 
last year unveiled by GA. which 
said pension sales had dou- 
bled and all areas had im- 
proved. Annualised sales are 
calculated by adding all new an- 
nual premiums and 10 per cent 
of single, one-ofi premiums. An- 
nual premium income soared by 
101 per cent to £S4.8m. while 
single premium income was up 
12 per cent at £996m. 

Meanwhile. Commercial 
Union revealed that annual 
premium income from its new 
1996 life, investment and pen- 
sions business jumped 22 per 
cent as contributions from 
newer territories increased. 
New annual premium incumc 
rose to £253m. while single 
premiums grew a fifth to 


£23 6bn, Total Dew premium in- 
come was 25 per cent higher at 
£2J89bn. 

The figures are part of an im- 
proving trend for the UK in- 
surance industry, which has 
been reporting better new pre- 
mium income for last year on 
the back of growing consumer 
confidence and the reducing im- 
pact of regulatory and tr ainin g 
requirements introduced in the 
last few years. 

According to Peter Hale, as- 
sistant general manager of Gen- 
eral Accident Life: “New 
business growth is well in line 
with our long-term growth strat- 
egy and bas been achieved prof- 
itably across all business areas. 

But analysts at Kleinwort 
Benson told clients to sell GA 
shares, moving them down from 
a hold recommendation, citing 
the strong price rise over recent 
weeks and the outlook for the 
industry. 

HSBC James Cape! said it was 
advising institutions running ac- 
tive fonds to sell the stock because 

the shares were trading at H4 per 

cent of net asset value. It was giv- 
ing similar advice on Commer- 
cial Union, now trading at 121 per 
cent of net asset value. 


Who will top the 

premier league? 


FT 500. Friday, January 24 


Tomorrow the Financial Times will publish FT 500 
our annual review of the world’s top companies. 
This 48-page survey will rank by market capital- 
isation the top 500 companies in the UK, Europe 
US, Japan and the world. You will find listings on 
the leading companies in Asia Pacific, Africa, Latin 
America, Canada, the Middle East and Eastern 
Europe. It will also include detailed comment and 
analysis from FT journalists world-wide. So, you’ll 

be able to see at a glance who has gone up,’ who’s 
gone down and who is in 
danger of relegation. 


no comment. 
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Norr. 
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market report / shares 


ftseioo 

4219.1 

FTSE 250 

4587.0 


+ 23.6 


Profit downgradings leave sour taste at Tate & Lyle 


■16.9 


FTSE 350 

2092.5 


+10.9 


SEAQ VOLUME 

l.Olbn shares, 
47,426 bargains 
Gilts Index 
95.35 +0.60 


Share spotlight 


Wire pncc. pence 

^rj"lale&lyle? 



J F IJiAUJ J A S D (J j j 


1 lie hitler taslc • »f pn«fi| Jmvn- 
giiwiiiw'. unset ilcd Tati* & Ljfc. 

Riiim >urs lilt e red into the siiV-fc 
market th.it the suuar umup 
laeed a profits sliiirifail lol- 
K.win” an unexpected (all iu 
prices -Ml hitrh I rue lose corn 
syrup, a key ingredient in fnnds 
and st if | drinks. 

I he decline has occurred al 
j partieularly uiifurtunute time 
for Tate as it is thought to be 
negotiating supply contracts 
with leading US ’soft drink 
gmups. Nat West Securities is 
believed to have cut its profit 
forecast hv about JUUm to 
£ 27 ltm which would mean lil- 
[Je -cl Kinged profits this year. 
Kleinnorl Benson also turned 
negative. The shares, nudging 
5 m ip last year, fell I 5 p l« 452 p, 
the worst perltirmancc by any . 
blue chip. 

The Tate & Lyle slide was in 
slurp contrast to the rest of liic 
stock market which was hack 
in record-breaking form, ig- 
noiing. tor once, weakness in 


New York. Fitoisie rose 23 .it 
points lo 4.2 PM and the sup- 
porting FTSE 1 st) index gained 
lti.y to 4 . 5 X 7 . Trading was 
again heavy with volume top- 
ping 1 billion shares. 

There is a growing convie- 
(ioii llial interest rates could re- 
main unehtinged until alter 
the election. Confirmation that 
Christmas trading was far from 
robust merely strengthened 
the no-change stance. 

New York, sharply lower 
during London opening, failed 
to have much impact. The fall, 
coming on top of another 
overnight peak, largely re- 
flected the big scll-nfl'in IBM 
as analysts scrambled to down- 
grade forecasts following dis- 
appointing results. 

Vodafone, engined in invest- 
ment presentations, continued 
to dial the riglu mimbeni. gain- 
ing I 5 . 5 p to 27 top. Orange 
added X^p lo 2 dhp. 

Waters, paying little atten- 
tion to Torn Blair's threat- 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

slock market reporter of the year 


ened windfall tax, mov ed with 
the tide as UBS suggested 
they were 15 per cent under- 
priced. Thames Water surged 
.Vtp to a t> 55 p peak, up more 
titan Itltp since November, and 
United Utilities rose 15 . 5 p to 
67 ^p. 

Oilier utilities were also in- 
different to labour's rhetoric. 
National Power plugged in a 
17 . 5 p g.iin to 5 i‘)p and Power- 
Gcn 2 d. 5 p to b 4 tip. 

Zeneca was given another 
whirl on Roche takeover ru- 
mours, up 30 p at 1 . 072 . 5 p. 
SmithKJine Bcecham had the 
distinction of being dragged 
into the speculation, J>p 
higher to N 433 p. 

Insurances, however, had a 


subdued session. Nat West de- 
cided the time was ripe to take 
profits, taking a particularly 
bearish stance on Legal & 
GeneraL off 4 jp to 2 S 15 p, fol- 
lowing new business figures. 
Goldman Sachs said buy Com- 
merce I Union, a suggestion 
which left the shares after 
disappomting business figures, 
13 p off at 702 . 5 p. 

Hanson remained firm, 
I. 75 p higher at 935 p, as its en- 
ergy demerger neared and 
Rolls-Royce, an SBS Whrhurg 
buy, gained 4 p to 346 p. 

Banks had another resolute 
session with Royal Bank of 
Scotland celebrating its Inter- 
net scoop with a 6 . 5 p gain to 
5 S 5 p. Fund managers attract- 


ed attention following stories 
that Dresdncr, the German 
bank owning Klcmwort Ben- 
son. was looking to buy a fund 
management company. Hen- 
derson Administration gained 
315 ptn 1277 Apand Mercury 
Asset Management 21 p to 
1276 p. 

Jacques Vert lost some of 
Tuesday's exuberance follow- 
ing the Littlewoods link, falling 
Sp to 453 p, but Verity, ahead 
of expected bullish comment 
on its new sound system, rose 
4 p to 33 Jp. 

Pan Andean, the explorer, 
gained 5 p to 62 ^p on seem- 
ingly incorrect rumours a 
drilling statement was being 
prepared The company, which 
is still examining data 'collect- 
ed from last year’s diy well, is 
preparing its interim an- 
nouncement. which could be 
encouraging. 

Kenmare Resources, which 
has found a rich gold scam at 
Niassa in Mozambique, firmed 


to 35p; there is talk of a cash 
offer from BHP, the Australian 
giant with which Kenmare has 
trading links. 

Wickes, the struggling do-it- 
yourself group, perked up a lit- 
tle as some took the view the 

rights issue, due to close soon, 
was attracting a good take-up. 
The ordinary shares put on 5 p 
to 166 ^p and the nil paid 
rights 5 p to l£L 5 p. Schroders 
acquired 4 million shares, lift- 
ing its stake to 16.47 per cent. 

Critchley, an electronic com- 
ponent group, dumped 1 12 _ 5 p 
to 797 Jp on the suspicion its 
margins were under pressure 
from the strength of sterling. 

Thomas Jonrdan, the Cor- 
by trouser press mini-con- 
glomerate. jumped 7 . 5 p to 
46 p. David Abell, who sold 
Suter to Ascot Holdings, has 
bought 2 .S per cent; investors 
connected with Mr Abell have 
a further 1.7 per cenL The for- 
mer Suter chief has denied he 
plans a bid for Jourdan. 


Taking Stock 


□ Monument Oil & Gas 
jumped 8 p lo 80 . 75 p. The 
shares which normally 
change a copper at a time, 
were encouraged by a move 
into little-known Turke- 
menistan. With Mobil, the US 

giant, h will help develop the 
country's flagging oil indus- 
try. There are suggestions of 
huge oil stocks in Torke- 
menistan, with some talking 
of 6 billion barrels. One ana- 
lyst calculated that IT the re- 
serves were 1 billion barrels 
it would be worth 35 p a share 
to Monument. 

O Fishers International, Gnu 
at 14 p, is attracting attention. 
The loss adjuster and claims 
manager is believed to be 
trading well and should pro- 
duce profits of £ 1 . 7 m last 
year with stockbroker Collins 
Stewart looking for £ 2 ^m 
this. In relation to other fi- 
nancial groups the shares are 
not expensive. 
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Banks, Merchant 


Banks, Retail 
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Public spending reform could 
make Labour radical in power 


Halifax goes to ground 
to replace felled trees 


T he aspect of the shadow 
Chancellor Gordon 
Brown's speech earlier 
this week that got the least 
attention in the headlines could 
turn out to be the most im- 
portant and distinctive contri- 
bution of New Labour to the 


Galbraith diagnosed as pri- 
vate affluence and public 
squalour. Public services are 
straining at die seams because 
of a shortage of cash. This is 
especially obvious in areas such 
as education, for any parent of 
children in the state sector 
knows at first hand about 
crumbling buildings, shortages 
of books and the brain drain of 
good teachers because of in- 
adequate pay. 

The trouble is that other de- 
mands on the public purse 
have siphoned off resources. 
The biggest of these has been 
welfare -the growth of the pen- 
sion and social security bucket 

As the chart shows, the welfare 
share of total public spending 
has climbed steadily. For gov- 
ernment expenditure to have 
grown as we would have liked 
on health and education too, 
tax revenues would have had to 
increase by far more than they 
have. As it is, even with the 
squeeze on frontline services, 
excessive government borrow- 
ing has doubled the national 
debt, made debt interest pay- 
ments the fourth biggest item 
of expenditure and left macro- 
economic management at the 
mercy of financial market 
reactions. 

Addressing public spending 
is therefore an imperative for 
whoever wins the election. 
Now, this ah sounds very much 
like the Conservatives’ message, 
but the present Government’s 


namely its ambitious plans to 
restructure public spending. 

lax pledges make the best 
tinder to feed the fires of the 
election campaign, so Mr 
Brown's promises not to in- 
crease the basic or top rate of 
income tax and not to extend 
the VAT base - and whether 
these pledges meant taxes 
would have to rise in other 
ways - were the natural focus 
of interest in his speech. But 
Labour’s tax policy is dictated 
by two things: the unsatis- 
factory state of the public 
fiaances, and the fact that the 
Conservatives have suc- 
cessfully turned income tax 
rates into a political totem. Be- 
tween the too-high govern- 


ment borrowing requirement 
and the painful memories of 


and the painful memories of 
the “tax bombshell” in the 
last election campaign, there is 
not much room for manoeuvre 
on taxation. 

On the other hand, there 
were signs of strategic rather 
than tactical thinking in Mr 
Brown’s comments on public 
spending. He committed a 
Labour government to the ex- 
isting departmental spending 
plans in the current finan cial 
year and to the existing grand 
total in 1998/99. At one level 
this was simply another signal 
that Labour has definitively 




areas. A “Comprehensive 
Spending Review” would start 
immediately after the election 
to implement a switch of re- 
sources away from welfare and 
towards education. “Central to 
Labour’s medium-term ap- 


Diane 

Coyle 

Perhaps they will 
succeed where 
Mrs Thatcher 
failed, given that 
the alternative 
- more public 
squalor and more 
private provision 
of key services - is 
so unappealing 


approach to expenditure cuts 
has been to tell every depart- 


has been to tell every depart- 
ment to shave a certain 
proportion off its budget Ex- 
ceptions have depended on 


r« rtju i t 


Polity Studies institute, argued 
in a recent paper, no house- 
holder or business would try to 
cut costs across the board like 
that Rather, they would axe 
certain areas of spending alto- 
gether - cut out holidays, say, 
or puQ out of one particular un- 
profitable market 
Mr Brown signalled this 
week that Labour will try this 
approach in the public sector. 


be a radical reform of the wel- 
fare state,'’ the shadow Chan- 
cellor announced. 

The traditional annual 
spending round will not take 

place this year if Labour does 
win the election. Instead, Mr 
Brown said, the Cabinet’s pub- 
lic expenditure committee, 
known as EDX, and senior 
Treasury officials would work 
on the strategic review which 
it would start to implement the 
following year. 

There is plentiful academic 
support for a radical review of 
priorities. According to Pam 
Meadows: “The principle is a 
sound one. Where I'm scepti- 
cal is whether you can do it 
sufficiently quickly to do every- 
thing else you want as welL" 

Tbe Institute for Fiscal Stud- 
ies also backs the idea in prin- 
ciple. In its Green Budget with 
investment h ank Goldman 
Sachs last October, it noted that 
control of public spending had 
seen social security grow at the 
expense of health and educa- 
tion. As “superior” goods, 
demand for health and ed- 
ucation sendees wD grow faster 
the more prosperous we be- 
come. The IFS concluded that 
the only alternative to radical 
reform was the creeping 
privatisation of health ana 
education, with people spend- 
ing their own money to top up 


The International Monetary 
Fund has been weighing into 
tbe debate about tbe future role 
of government with a series of 
working papers. One of the 
most recent assesses the radi- 
cal public sector reforms inNew 
Zealand. These have included 
the introduction of commerdal- 
styie accounts into the public 
sector. New Zealand has re- 
placed numerical fiscal targets 
with a set of five principles of 
sound finance (see box). A key 
institutional element of the re- 
forms has been tbe creation of 
a cabinet committee which 
makes the trade-oSs between 
competing priorities. 

According to tbe IMF, this 
experiment has been a re- 
sounding success. The deficit 
and debt have fallen. Depart- 
ments have greater freedom to 
manage, and attention has 
switched from what govern- 
ment spends to what it gets for 
the money. 

Mr Brown gave the Labour 
Party’s plans a left-wing gloss 
in ms speech, citing Aneurin 
Bevan’s observation that “the 
religion of socialism is the lan- 
guage of priorities". But his un- 
derlying message about the 
need to go back to the draw- 
ing board on public expendi- 
ture is one that probably 
commands wider agreement, 
from academic experts and 
even from Conservatives. 

The difficulty, of course, is 
that to get there, you wouldn’t 
want to start from here. No 
economist really believes the 
current spending plans are re- 
alistic, and any government is 
likely to overshoot them. Go- 


Halifax Building Society is so 
embarrassed about the 
30,000-odd trees that bad to 
be cut down to provide the 
paper for its record-breaking 
conversion mailshot that it is 
paying for 30,000 saplings to 
be planted in the UK. 

The Halifax Woodland Ini- 
tiatives kicks off today and in- 
volves members of two UK 
environmental charities, the 
British Trust for Conservation 


People & 


Volunteers (BTCV) and 

Groundwork. 


Groundwork. 

The Halifax mailshot is 
Royal Mail's largest single job 
and will use more than 32 
milli on items in $ milli on en- 
velopes, requiring 329,000 
mailbags and more than 
70,000 staff. 

GrenFohvdU, Halifax 
deputy chief executive, says: 

“I am acutely aware of the 
amount of paper that will be 


used during the conversion 
process and that is wby I an 


process and that is wby I am 
thrilled to be involved in the 
first of a series of Halifax 
woodland initiatives-" 
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that the answer to every prob- 
lem is for the government to 
spend more money on iL And 
at this level some of die party’s 
supporters are miffed - what is 
the point of a Labour govern- 
ment if it is not going to spend 
more on things that matter? 

This reaction is under- 
standable. To many people on 
the left of the political spectrum 
it seems obvious that Britain is 
suffering from what the emi- 
nent economist John Kenneth 


Meadows, director of the from low- to high-priority provision. 


I Social security, health and education □ The rest 


1978 1979 1980 . 1981 1982 1 983 1984 1985 1386 1987 1958 1889 1990 1991 199 ? 1393 1994 1395 


plans to restructure spending 
will then involve slashing and 
axeing entire social security 
spending programmes. Per- 
haps New Labour will succeed 
where Mrs Thatcher failed, 
given that the alternative - 
more public squalor and more 
private provision of key ser- 
vices - is so unappealing. If it 
does, a Labour government 
will be far more radical than 
its fiscal orthodoxy suggests. 
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£ Buys 

Franeeffrancs) 88800 
GemwnyfMafta) 26350 
Gr ee c e (D raini ei) 4MD000 
Hong KongtDoters) 125400 
MardfPurts) 09875 

fcUy(Ual 25820000 

Japan (Yen) S50000 

tUtailri) 06000 


£ Buys 

New Zeeland (Dokars) 22880 
Norwey(Kraner) 103360 
PomrgaHEseudcel 262X00 
Spain (Pesetas) 206500 
Sweden (Krcnor) 115770 
Switzerland (Francs) 22870 
TisMyfLn) *34800000 
Unced Strtes(Dotarst 16290 
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“Information professionals rank 
Financial Tones In f o r matio n as the most 
Important UK business info r m a t i on provider" 


Annual Business Infomutjon Survey 

Headland Business Information 







Financial Times Information provides online information 
from over 5.000 business sources c ompr i sing 43 million 
documents, as weD as a database of 15 million securities 
and fundamental data on quoted companies. 


rtccwn Uittj 
RtPrtonFund 





For more arfnnnaiion cnnt» Andrew Hunt on +44 171 825 843). 
or cnutHafora fleam Far free samples of cun services, visit our webdic: 

tap^vwwinfafuxia' 
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FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@ ft.com 






n^ber^olfltiO trees were cut down for the mailshot 


Sadly, he does not think 
the wines will be available in 
tbe UK and he does not know 
what the wines are called- If 
they ever do market the stuff 
over here, one of my col- 
leagues has suggested a possi- 
ble name: Ho Chi Vin. 


Allied Domecq is helping to 
get the Vietnamese wine in- 
dustry bade on its feet and 
has just sold 3,000 cases of 
the first wine made in the 
country since the French 
colonial days. 

Tbe British company was 
granted a licence for a joint 
venture with a winery in Ninh 
Thuan province two years ago 
and brought in British and 
Australian wine experts to ad- 
vise on making the new 
plonk. 

The province is at the heart 
of tbe country’s grape-grow- 
ing area, which already pro- 
duces around 35,000 tons of 
grapes a year. A London- 
based spokesman for Allied 
Domecq says they have used 
the Cardinal grape to pro- 
duce three a ew wines, all 
light and semi-sweet and 
designed to appeal to the 
Vietnamese palate. 

“The first is a sparkling 
wine, the second a white 
fruity still wine, rather like 
Cbabiis, and the third is a 
red, which tastes a bit like 
Beaujolais Nouveau," says the 
spokesman. 


John Magfll, the partner 
from accountants Deloitte & 
Touche who has been investi- 
gating the “homes for votes" 
«M-anrta! at Dame Shirley 
Porter’s Westminster City 
Council, has been promoted. 

Deloitte has made him 
bead of its forensic depart- 
ment For those of you fortu- 
nate enough not to have 
come into contact with such a 
thing, forensic accountants 
are used by audit firms to 
burrow into companies where 
naughtiness has been discov- 
ered. They are widely used to 
investigate company crashes 
and corporate fraud and their 
evidence is often used in 
court. 

Mr Magfll mil continue his 
work at Westminster, where 
he was appointed Auditor to 
the Council in order to inves- 
tigate the sale of three ceme- 
teries for 15p and allegations 

of gerrymandering. 

The Westminster probe, it 
looks at the moment, will run 
and run. 


Shdla Masters, a partner 
with KPMG who makes Nico- 


la Horlick look shy and retir- 
ing, is determined to wm the 
election for vice-president of 
the Institute of Chartered Ac- 
countants this year. 

La Masters, who is also a 
member of the Court of the 
Bank of England, has tried 
and failed to be elected to 
this post a number of times 
before. She is often described 
by colleagues as “the woman 
who runs the country" be- 
cause of her many high-pow- 
ered roles. 

Tbe only obstacle she faces 
this year is fellow candidate 
Graham Ward, the affable, 
rugby-playing former boxing 
blue and partner of Price Wa- 
terhouse. Mr Whrd has also 
racked up an impressive num- 
ber of titles, including head of 
the London Society of Char- 
tered Accountants. In his 
manifesto Mr Ward sums his 
philosophy up with the slogan 
“Team”, or “Together Evety 
chartered accountant 
Achieves More". 

Votes from the S9 council 
members of the ICA have to 
be in by 3 February, with the 
result announced two days 
later. Personally I’m backing 
Ms Masters, if only to pep up 
what is otherwise a notorious- 
ly dull organisation. 

An ICA insider tells me: 
“The boys are absolutely ter- 
rified of her.” 
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Traditional 
route for 
Richards 


Racing 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

II was the hahil of Henrv 
Howard, oni* of the more com- 
plicated members of the ureal 
Catholic family that formerly 
lived at Grcysioke Casile. to 
hunt his pack of hounds from 
ihe Luke District down ihroujih 
the parks and estates of England 
to Gloucestershire. Thai' par- 
ticular journey h;is been less en- 
joyable for other inhabit unis of 
the Cumbrian village recently. 

Gordun Richards, for ail his 
qualifications elsewhere, has 
never won a Cheltenham Gold 
Cup. und the hest horse he has 
ever trained appears in en- 
counter hidden vipers w henev- 
er he travels to Prcslbuiv Park. 

If One Man does not win the 
Pillar Chase at Cheltenham on 
Saturday he will immediately 
forfeit the right to be considered 
among the great horses. On the 
Hatlands of [he Home Counties 
the grey is irresistible, but now 
he must show he cun also cope 
with the undulations that will be 
repeated at the Festival. “If he 
can't win this he can’t win 
Gold,” was Richards's bald as- 
sessment yesterday. 

Gordon Richards has been 
training for over 30 years now. 
but Saturday will activate the 
most significant nine days of his 
career. Addington Boy will run 
on the same card as One Man. 
w'hile. the following weekend. 
Unguided Missile participates 
at Sundown in the Agfa Chase 
and The Grey Monk travels lo 
Ireland for die Hennessy Gold 
Cup. 

■ All four still have the Gold 
Cup in the cross hairs, and 
while thoughts of a domination 
close to Michael Dickinson's 
first five home of 1983 may be 
a mite misplaced, it would take 
a brave soldier to bet against the 
Blue Riband trophy ending up 
on the Greyslokc niandepiece. 

Much earlier in his career. 
Richards bad the outstanding Ti- 
tus Oates and Playlord in the 
same intake and some observers 
see this latest crop as evidence 
of how the waiting for buses ef- 
fect operates in racing. Richards 
himself considers serendipity 
has played only a minor part and 
that it as much his skill as pur- 
chaser and nurturerthat has pro- 
duced the cuirent battery. 
Certainly it is the trainer's modus 
operand! to ignore horses with 


Collier back to work 
on the racecourse 


Collier Bay relumed to the 
racecourse for the first time 
since he lifted the Champion 
Hurdle crown last March when 
be worked on grass after racing 
at Lingfield yesterday. 

Three days after missing the 
Irish Champion Hurdle with his 
No 1. Collier Bay’s trainer, Jim 
Old, took advantage of the soft 
conditions to reunite his star 
with Graham Bradley for a 
spin around the Surrey track. 

Tracking his sLa'blemale 
Simpson from the start ar a 
steady pace. Collier Bay moved 
alongside round Lhe final bend 
and stretched dear over the fi- 
nal two furlongs to finish 
around 10 lengths in front 

Provided the ground is good 
or softer, the champion will 
make his seasonal debut in the 
Agfa Hurdle at Sandown a 
week on Saturday. 

“He’s alive, he’s sound, no 
bandages. Odds on Collier Bay 
now?"“OId said. 

“Thai was lovely. It was just 
a nice scamper round in the 


ground. It’s the first lime he has 
got his toe in since 11 March last 
year. The firm ground has been 
more a worry than the frost." 

Collier Bay was due to make 
his reappearance early last 
month but firm ground and 
the abandonment of meetings 
have held him up. 

As a result the Agfa may be 
Old’s only remaining chance of 
running him before die Festival. 
“Let's hope we have a bit more 
rain. But it wouldn’t be the end 
of the world if he didn’t run," 
he said. 

“So many other opportunities 
have been lost. I reckon there 
are about eight events, like the 
City Trial Hurdle, which was run 
at Nottingham, which no longer 
exist. The only one left is the 
Kingwell at Wincanton, but 
that falls too close to Chel- 
tenham." 

Bradley was delighted with 
the exercise. “I didn't want him 
to do too much in the ground 
which was very tacky, but that 
was just about perfect.” 


Aintree honours Red Rum 


Red. Rum, the Grand Nation- 
al’s greatest hero, is to be hon- 
oured with a race run in his 
nam e on the day of the big race. 
The Martell Aintree Chase, 
won last year by Arctic Kins- 
man, is to be renamed the 
Martell Red Rum Chase. Worth 
£40,000, it is the second race on 
this year’s card and will be 
televised by the BBC. 

Ain tree's managing director. 
Charles Barnett, said: “"Red 
Rum’s achievements at Ain- 
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tree will never be forgotten. 
Martell and ourselves were keen 
to inaugurate a race in his ho- 
nour, and when we discussed the 
idea with Ginger McCain [his 
former trainer] we all agreed 
that a race on National day 
would be wholly appropriate. 
This race will ensure that Red 
Rum’s name is on everyone’s lips 
as we build up to the race he 
dominated for so many years." 

■ City Index have stepped in 
to give Newmarket’s Craven 
Stakes its first sponsor since 
1991. The £30.000-added race, 
run this year on 17 April, is the 
first of the major Classic trials. 

■ Set The Fashion, winner of 
last year’s Czech St Leger, has 
had to be put down after break- 
ing a leg on the gallops yester- 
day. The Dai Wmiams-trained 
eight-year-old was cantering in 
preparation for a run in the 
Gladstone Gaiming Stakes to- 
day at Lingfield, He was bred 
and owned by The Queen and 
trained by Lord Huntingdon un- 
til joining Williams in 1995. 


sport 


hidden mileage on the clock. He 
buys them young ami h:ts gath- 
ered owners around him who tire 
wealthy enough and patient 
enough to endure a painstaking 
preparation for the racecourse. 

In short, this is archetypal turf 
tradition ;ts practised liy a man 
who docs not have much time 
for fancy modem ways. Gordon 
prohahiy thinks colour television 
is newfangled. “Up here we do 
it the proper way. the old-fash- 
ioned way," he said. "We don’t 
ru^h them along because, one 
day. you cause damage when 
you take short cuts. They fall off 
the roundabout." 

The elements have sculpted 
out the perfect geography for 
Richards in his acre of Cumbria 
just west of Penrith. The myr- 
iad bridle paths and trails uf the 
Greyslokc estate lake care of 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Hay Dance 
(Wincanton 1_30) 

NB: Tidal Force 
(Huntingdon U20) 

the walking and trotting re- 
quirementsor Richards's hors- 
es, while another of his dictums 
is supported by a neck-til ling 
gallop which only the robust can 
conquer. “You have got to bring 
them along gradually and. just 
as importantly, make sure 
they're fit before they run," 
the' trainer said. 

Richards is 67 this year hut 
he is not yet looking through the 
Bath chair catalogue. Retire- 
ment is a forbidden word in his 
house while there are horses 
such as One Man to supervise. 
The decades have not dulled his 
competitive edge either, and 
while he suspects the Chel- 
tenham ground may be on the 
lively side on Saturday, he is 
much looking forward to u po- 
tential meeting with the Mur- 
phy’s Gold Cup winner. 
Challenger Du Luc. and the 
champion trainer, Martin Pipe. 

“The ground is good to firm 
which is not perfect because ide- 
ally it should be good for him 
[One Man]," Richards said “If 
The Grey Monk had been in it 
I wouldn't have run him, and he 
won't run in the Gold Cup ei- 
ther if the ground is like that. 

“Old Pipe can ran his horse 
because I’d like to see a bit of 
competition. But I wouldn't 
run if 1 was him because he 
won’t win." 
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1~35 King Of Sparta 
2.05 Hatcham Boy 
235 Random Harvest 


HYPERION 
3ri5 Monyman 
335 Cherry Dee (nb) 
435 Deny Boy 
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■ tril-haftl oval nn uU. Kmi-in m 'ilMiyiLs JifUaly uphill 

■ I'iiuim- h NT. ,,r unw ini Hi 22 I mur junrimn iif.VrfL and At ADMISSION: (.'JiUi i (2 
lainmiunliil un>hr-!ln [n-r I, Iami' 1 -.ulbi ih; ('tulN.' i'J (OAPsil J (cats, tociiulmjs up 
ii. 1 intulr> SHI. CAR PARK, fni- 
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BUiADINGTIAlNE® »mi BUNNKB& MreMKcwfcy- ITmnnrraftom tf.7 nin- 

Ut-re Kbi-i c NUniv» rain nf AN l*t uni! u l>rv* In J S I k-reri Mai ir nl 5 1 l.'JI: G Bcfaardi 
— 27 wuim-T-, i i:i nHim-iN, iii.fHu, -3H.04; D NkboUoo — 1 7 Homers. .Yi runran . , C!.7 , tai. 
+510- 10: J FlteGrniM — |.‘, winners, !*!» nmnrrn, IS-IWi. -tSI.fi-'l 
■ tlliVIMNG JOCKEYS: p Niven _ || wlnm-W. 17TI rules. 2ri.4«u.-S 1X41; LWjw — 
.'Mwtonns, ItM rfcfc,. i'iirtn, +ilS.:ri. Akhpfar- 21 winners. Hf> rxbs tK.IXb, +S.H JG. 
A Dobbin — IN winners. % mb -a. 17. (ft, -i If.-tfU. 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Nunc. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: lUrttfleTonl irbi van ji fjnenri im Suarcbp 
DONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: KJaftOTSpanai 1 .:H i, Ctoerokre- CMcrccOA SparUtag 
Bvctl I.R. r.i sent !!IK mi!n ly n Sherumt (nan I |iprr Lonlmurn, Htrfci 


FORM GUIDE 

hatcham BOY rates io ama the of rr-isisu? aui m mm parang company 
with Mr.cn Wjcx-t x hempTon on Swing Da, , ft,* fpc: m r» hivm up for mat <«u- 
ooe cornea wn oy Djooayi means lie's <n 3 tBcrm lea^jp tomos; cf today’s opponents, 
flpjn from (jcurg left a me fcna! fence, Thaccrar: Bav .:jxpto wer enouffi wren success- 
U at ftewtoiiy amf he rnti be a snort unce *a ar- ag* » .n ins company. even mourn ne 
prefer 9 Sn more cut n the ground. Ucn 3e Far bex Celtic tenet cc He*- 
ham. was a to! ftwppontag m a nonce nanacaa el OCrnzn or. Satunay even il ne cbti 
cany 12 sane. Haa»ver. Ceta Ccn: ltiptwo tnen steppea up m dsiarve 

i bear Scxeaee GoW over this tnp ei Ayr) and ' '•e i prg 'j: nvaie a name for rwiscft it 
snou3f be m st3>mg chases It remams to ifCe.-j; Cjr.t and Chotefy am raadi-B 
m>e j race or Hatcham toy on mew »i~s. Cftesr/ &A tus act toerther to beat 

aagfiokfatCansIc rune oars a^p. conwiuing Ann S^wtanr.'s smo season, and thjr dear 
round cemnty won i have done any harm 

S otac H o n: KA7CHAM BOY 

l o OC[ ARCTIC FOX NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £4£50 

added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Vahie £3.4S0 
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22&eSF MMXEDRCE PQ U H VCtsan 1 Rise 7 11 

C2&2U RANDOM HMVEST S) fD] iC C Hus. 1 ?.' Us M Hfteei S U 11 

a&n-A cAtiur twte t*7j cng n 61 ^, 

42.W4* HASIHtOF1B(Wt«OJ^rSa*ar.C?3r«f9^:6. 

30UW3 KHRAVE{34][WsS^JW?-r-2)r I£-/eT^r 710S. 
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ARCTIC TERN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2325 added 2m 
Penalty Value £2,618 

0 BAUYRANIB) (33] <P ) Bvrnesj M Hannuna 8 U 5 JirCBorawr^ 

4WC330 BOUKUFFE Cbvie: MR A 6115 URmbt 

3G-TJ0 DURAND (44) (BF) iC H Stem) I EastHDy 6 11 5 P»w> 

P MAOCmCSISUiOvaCkninC Gram G11S JStany 

PETRKO (WH Ldtmcel P feaironl 6 li 5 


PPJ0Q' FRNCE BAWSAR (677) IG i AflfiaM N BfscA B1I& 

DQP 5EUTBBC (72] Ucfm 'AE0C) J IVade 6U5 

W MB’ HAND (82} lUwy liiyd \VjXU) J FCGcfiM 6 11 S 


GO BOMfi' RKfl (310] tfbnur Wji Haaf® L LupD 5 11 D_ 

NOBtECANOKHEUCFiHMfiDStuv5Ut[ 

V ORGfS STNf (40) P 14ch*<n J 10 


FUTURTS TRADER (Uu Shiran Long) U imrad t ffl 7 
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IVMOFSFAiniA IDanmC Mereol OShervooa 4 ID 7 
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BETTMG: 11-10 Chm Stw, U-4 n«0( Sparta, U,2 Doom. 10-1 WhM Hand. 12-1 
1 FMm'b Tndv. 20-1 Bal^iHte, 35-1 BoHcak. Notda CMddfee, 6U flttm 

1996: no rsmpcntng trtermg 

FORM GUIDE 

Btiii/f .1 fuitJ pullei didn't smo CIRCUS STAR vanning a maiden on UU Fla! and. Wfuie he 
needs la mule la fulfil potential mnr jump., he b more than capabtc of wmning a mace 
evert ajcti as this He hrtrmeo a couple of lengths behma Sere mis when miry were third 
■md founn at Ncwbuiy m October and would iuw (wen Serenus I easy wmwr at Fontwett 
m ft* mearaimpi mom to do om rne run of [he race at Ungfietd last fvno out. A tnJy -run 
racL- inayh(ApCim»SiJMOsMilr and he could fid dui H Kt^g Of Sparta adopts me honr- 
runruru tittles ins suited him best on the Flat. A 34.000cns buy out of Luca Cumara s 
yard. King Of Spana was one of tour Otnnr Sheivnoa entnes aria oomnurus respect even 
if ti& one Fla! win was no bid dune mrso maidofi wmch he won at 7-1 on. Durano would 
have beaten Rangrftei bin tor rcdbng at me teial ngn at Man«t Rosen on his reappearance 
and was outclass^] by Queen Of S(Ud« on a previous visit hem. Perhaps anchored by top 
vn a nonces' handicap x SedcChekt last month, he toote a biE&jr threat than moot 
id Crcus Star. Hftdp Hood wdl ruue benefited from tus Amnee outing uerond Durano s sta 
bhfnate, Good lAbcs, but could <041 find ihc better o-Flat horses loo slurp, while Kltadk- 
ou*i was Hmlien.'d wtuin lie won a maiden race on tm Flat in Ireland. 

Setaethm: CIRCUS STAR 


Mrarsan aegc: JOa I ae BanSK* nKigise Gat: £ je 3r 23s. ?.! ttgen 3 a 1 ZO. Mawififir, ASn 

933t 

BEITMtt 54 Rata Harvett. 4-1 Marftitfort, 5-1 MacftaifiB. 13-2 CMtfy Hu 8-1 fiadfc Ban. 
121 Be Bran. 20-1 Master Of Troy. 40-1 ItonamJny Itu 
FORM GUIDE 

the noses mat RANDOM HARVEST beat a Crts* us week were other Below men best, 
lacted a recent ommg v. Me the Maty Rowley rune, are Ob) aime nwee sta^. sui. 
Random Maivesf couU do no more man *m comforaay end he's a l^mty raced type mac 
can onorove ag.nn. Die other penalised runner is Marth^ftmL who pur a sews of pia- 
lems t>enna mm unen dead-heatme wnn Monnaie Forte ir. me nows rare cap at Ow - 
kM last Saturday. Provided that demanding effort rusV: left .s mark. Mnrtmgtorel can mate 
a race of it wnh Ranccm Harvest x a ciffcrence of 2=0. .- looked as tnougn M a cRemae 
woud n»rt guren the useful Around The Gale 5or”«thmc ra mmk about haa he stayed on 
tvs tee: ar Banjpr. but he'd also Uundercc na way ou: ct comenton x New&uiy on bis 
reappearance and iTs CifTicult to be confident about tun giving away the we-gn witn tus 
jumpng a cause for concern. Like Mac Sxuze, Gaelic BSoo has tailea to grr round m mo 
or tus last three cruses and tus seam to Garbo's Bey ar. r^tvcestie u unU-^y to amoum 
io muen. Howcwx Gaelic Blue was sun in eentertrer when unsemraa rus noer tour out *i 
Crown Equerry's race at Carlisle an Monday and is is undcap couc be more nn son of 
race. That could also apply to Cattty Hang, a prog.ress.ve sen wnen amsteur-ndaen aver 
hurdles and who was up %ansr if when taring cr. Simp:, Dasftrg nere m December. 

SetocMo n ; RAflDOM HARVEST 


YETI NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2525 adttad 2m 4f UPvds 
Penalty Value £%55S 

121233 SUASiai(73)ffl ILfisJMDafliptnjJMJeflSBonT ll 13.. H Mowten f7) 
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00b LAWSMU. (47) (L3IKM fc^neefng LMi J naieraJ 6 10 12 ^PCteMny 

GO 0)fl.YASI0ltt(571 (MrsSBamn) J Turners 10 12 WRy 


6TO-5 fWAEf OF GftDflfM] (BF)!UG9afi3a Loi£jlLLii0} 7 1012 _ 

00W 4- PBSUM GRANGE ]4£3) (Eras Of US Mr RRL3TQ] D Lain 7 10 12 

P SOVEREKH MSS (9) iThe Wtun Racrig 5D9Myi R Waodnse 5 10 IT . 

60 TERWWSnBjusivenraJ^ardMafilHaJiUBaieSlOir---— - 
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012-2 CHEHff DEE ffilj ificor^ D^gji P Baunonf 6 10 * JR 

3M LOATE THE BUIES (1UQ (B^MsQareSmmi DNC«can510 7 

2-5 SPAmUMG BUCK BB) (Mrs M tiaror 0 STKIMod 5 10 7 

- 20 doctored - 


VDndnCfi) 

IBcrtt 


OPean 


m 


aos 


SNOW LEOPARD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS CJ £6^300 added 


BETTING: S-2 Lon lie Bkm. &1 Aotande Mad. B-l Cherry Dae, 7-1 Swt Lew. G-l GteabOMT. 
10-1 ante Okl. UrtuMfl. B«t*y ftart. IB-1 Dart Tel Tom. 2D-1 5p^dhl£ Sucfc, Contatfa, 
Km Bay. 2S-1 Tea Pest Shi, 40-1 utters 

FORM GUIDE 

Dowd RfcchOisan nas yet anomer fancied runner in Low The Btuas. a staying type on the 
Flat Iasi year who should benefit now die tackles more than two miles over hurdles. Love 
The Blues could wdfi be the answer, but A would be no sutbnse if CHERRY DEE teas flood 
ana ready oec ai so Peter Beaumont has nod seueral winners since me freeze. Cherry Dee 
» over nudes for lhe first urne after beating all bat Mr Lupak m a field of 24 m a NH Flat 
race at Newcastle on 3 December. Antarctic wind ran at Newcastle me some day, flush- 
ing two of 19 as Cherry Dee's useful stabtemare. Beg^rs Banquet. tou#U out tne hneh 
mth Inn At The Top fwhnnr since). Softening ground wouldn't hate helped Antarctic Wmd 
that day. Sua* LMt win ao wea to defy I5to-wwth of penalties out ai leaa he nas lhe ea- 
penence. whereas Hsftam bumper winner Bobby Gmt makes h& debut over Rudes. LMkMi 
has already had a run over jumps, slxwmg a m of promise m the race won by Ben Cru- 
acnan here, wine Cherokee Chief & from a farmfy mat nas stroked Qtn/er Sherwood with 
useful wmners (Cmang Altitude, Bev dawn and hs ody start fast season was m the mud 
at Hereford. 

Selection: Cb£RRV DEE 

POLAR BEAR HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £4£50 
! added 2m 7f Pdnrfty VUua £3,396 

3142FS- IXSCO DCS MOTIES (FR) (310) (ftAr: Og&n) G 6 12 0 P Cmbeny 

1U1U-0 EH2AH1AN KH tP i5 S ttai Mrs U RevWi I U 11 P»wn 


4000-31 R0BERIY IEA (39 «C) (Werra*? Corel Ud Un M Rewfcy 911 1_ 


.GCataB 


1 

26S1 34 RANDOM ASSAULT (MS) (34) (D) IPe Loh 3 k£Xi£3ri 6 11 0 

AMeprire 

4 

5J10-U JOOtS CROSS (751 lifts G4 tt*TB0ii G tonats 6 110 

1 DnUrio 

2 

3 512U MONYMAN (13) tW (Pacr U nar.Tj£ 7 :0 5 

ftGxritty 



JUffto 

1 

515-241 WEAVER GEORGE (44) (D) iFtsf$n Dexcrjfs l^i 'ft Surej 7 10 2 ._ 

MUofcaey 

7 

06212-5 QZA |54) ID C Saiey) YI StOEy 6 10 5 

RMeSraftfS) 

0 

012 113 EASrem MACK (41) (IN ^ Sr.?:: G 3i.-« 9 10 0 

__ DftMerotor 

3 

9 

056-613 ttCK TK BEAK (47) (Sir Nchota& Wtonj J Upon 8 10 5 

14-1 WASSL SIRS! (43) IRa Noroni H Murom 5 10 0 

RSraPto 

JkS Smrih 


Mruraur- IM Tnrf fondcao we^E Earirr fign M IM 

BETTING: 7-4 Mooynua, 5-2 Random Assad. 4-1 Weaver Gants. 11-2 Ftd OTrafee. B-l Eattan 


10 


10-2331 FHAftARE (S) (Cl (C F Calcuhon PHtudoce 7 100. 

- 10 declared - 


1 Storey 


2-05 


I WOOLLY MAMMOTH NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4^075 added 
I 3m If Penalty Value £3,048 

322-lUl BUSTY ffl) |Had BnAcn htentxurul) Mrs A SuntorA 7 11 10 -JSroda 

0F12 IU HKtCHMI BOY (2Q iRttoi Seni'V! D Kcnoftm 7 11 10 AIM0dre 

021-F? CELTIC GIANT (34) (BFJiRiGiliHllLLuntp 7 115 R&sirtty 


POOW CUURDBC LUCKY (9) (um Vlbdii J Wale 7 U 5 

W/U64 MANOR COURT (330) iEhk of lhe Ute Ur R ft Lasittl D Lama 9 11 5.. 


J Storey 
Jl 


0-G3U65 MERRVNU G0U> (7) |Uis M E Cuts' J Cute 6 U 5-._ DnkBpne 

7 QMS IMNWAX (61) (TiWX Honmn^l Us S Snsh 8115 _.JticMGnam 

B 3FP ROVAL PADIS (44) ID £ Uatsrson) Ws 5 SfiMtl 9 11 5 T Reed 

- 8 declared - 

(ETTBIG: B-13 HMcftam Boy. 7-2 Celtic Giant, 4-1 Christy, 20-1 Royal Paris, 25-1 Morgana, Manor 
Own, 1D0-1 otbero 


FORM GUIDE 

■ a novice taking on much mere enaenenccc chasers oui rvr/ oc up :o tne task 
as ne s atari*; well at Dus game ana me owcs-liw is far from fomrsdaie. f.lorvman's one 
defeat o-er fences was at Aintree where he ca.tr^ fees Ubs on hom-ruiwng Down Thu 
FcO. Tho: raises me possibility that RANDOM ASSAULT, o* perrupi Weaver George, can 
get mebener of Micky Hammond’s nnrterirvsune. Forocrr: Acsau-i hasn't aeen enough 
to lead from start to fmreh m either race s.nce ar-r.trg frem tie* Zeaiam out it could sim 
ply be a matter cf time before we see the nest of run. Hi New Zeafarel wm at ins usance 
was an soft ground but Random Assault surer, wont be ea&r, pegged hack, if ne rakes to 
Dus faster surface. Three hurdle wins on this course m 1994 illustrate Weaver George's tak- 
ing ter Wcateroy, so it's a tattle suipnsmg Du: he wasn't men here last season. Perhaps 
Dure weren't many opportunities for nan. and perhaps re s more of a Sedgeflefd horse these 
days, hawig won aD Dwe races over fences mere. Last month's sucbkjs Weaver George 
e stil a force u be reckoned with on ns day and Du: is also me case wrth FuM OTftaise. 
who defied 12 stone when successful at Sedgefleid m Ncrember. Uke Monyman, Eastern 
Magic has taken wol io chasmg and has won three of res las five. He needs to bounce 
bock after a befow-por tun when last of mree x Doncaster bu: made me most of a low 
weight m surety races at Kaydodi and Siratterd earlier m me season. 

S ele ction: RANDOM ASSAULT 


Mrwwn «rg!C IQst. True hanaese wergnt. Waal Street 9tt 12t. Pfaiae SaSBi. 

BETTING; 7-2 Die Toteeacb, 9-2 Dafy Boy. 5-1 Eizaigan, 6-1 Wassl Street, 13-2 Joch^ Cross, 8-1 
Mcfc The Be*. 12-1 tarn. 14-1 Rebwty Lea. Pbarere. ao-i Dace dm Hettro 
FORM GUIDE 

iv>th Locnnasrain chasing a nai-inck and ndden py Peter Niven. ERZAOIAN was very much 
me stable's secord string when topwergft lor □burg's race at Chettenhom in mid- Decem- 
ber. Sure to have benefited from the ouiing and from a yard mar s Wang over raceiy. Eizad- 
jan has Naen on boanl ths aftemoan and e preferred to Maiy Reveiey's oDier nmner. Robaily 
Lea. whose Towcester win was m a cfaanng race. Gordon tectiands also runs two - Jocks 
Cross surety me pick over Disco Dos Mottos, a winning chaser who was reported to have 
■niured himself oinrferoes at AyTmMarcft on res test son since anwig in DIE country from 
France. Jocks Cross Ml find die a good Deal tougher man me races he's won at Cartde 
ana tlewcastle but must nave a cnanoe In an open contest, along wnh me consistent Dal- 
ly Boy and easy Leicester winner Wassl Street. Like Wassl Street. The TMmmI hasn't 
hadmuen opportureiy to tiuwrwtiK hecandoovtrhurtOH and bcoi roses m$jn improve 
now iney're over a longer inp. The Toeeacn's traner. James Fonshawe, has had a couple 
of Flat winners recently, suggesang Its hones are m good order, and Adrian Magure a an 
encouraging booking. 

Selection: ERZADJAN 


HUNTINGDON 


B 22 tffidmd ■ 

BETTING: 114 Nasoae. 5-1 Snpresie Chun. B-l Chenyisare, 13-2 Giar- 
ra Bay. 10-1 Bdai Force, 12-1 Cfaton. 14-1 FCmn, 16-1 otters 


2.50 


BET WITH THE TOTE NOVICE CHASE 
(QUALJFER) (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 


HYPERION 

L20 Sierra Bay 1^0 Lightening Lad £20 K- 
etschhom Bard 2^0 Sir Leonard 320 Lute Warm 
330 AAL EL AAL (nap) 4^0 New Leaf 


130 


GOING: iJmm). 

■ Righi-lianiL k.-v<H ruunw. Run-in lIDOyiK 

■ I'ourst! Bt m Junr-Uun of A I anti AlAM. Ilununfldnn station (ser- 
vk!L-fnim Lurvkm, KlruEsOrws) Im. ADMISSION: MnmlicnillB, 
TanirrsnUsiB |SUukrt>S4); Course S-l. CAH PARK: Free. 


SIS 


RACMG 

CHANNEL 


BLINKERED FIRST THUS: Siera Tiger (2X0 1 

WINNERS EN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Sam Rocktu 1 2.30 J won 

U Taunton on Thumtay. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: TWal Force (1.20), Creek 0> 
ll.Ul)&Aal El Aalf.'irADhuvv been Mini ISTnulmbyPHaUwIron, 
Bllbwufc. Koracnict. 


KITTY WARDTHOMAS NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,500 added 2m 110yds 

1 1460-Fl GBOOWNG (3M J GAtd 8 11 11 PMde 

2 11256-1 GUWDA (48) N TwsKn-Qwcs 7 11 6 PWakh 

3 PQTOG AUMIET BLUE (2B9) A Tianel 8 11 4. SMcNaH 

4 11F432- BURCASAE(427)GBrtfcg6114 BFeotn 

5 114-110 aUCK0N(Bq(BF)PHtite7U4 RJatasn 

E U230J3 JUST BRUCE (9) Ms E Hah 8 114 K Garin 

7 12tm-2 UGHTBONG LAD (75) JKng9 114 

8 0- MHEANMEID0(40MDHMcitis6114_ 

9 om W MOTIVATOR (8) T KsOGy 7 II 4 

10 PM WAltsniE(44j P Mooney 7 114. 


L-P1201 MELMK (37) LCs A tarcu 6 11 3... 

0-6 BOOTS N ML (38) G Batting 7 10 10 BOBTmd 

00?-? CLAniQRE IAD (^ i Kng 7 10 10 TJktaphy 

712 575 DIKES MEADOW (4QKBMy 1 10 10 ATtanrien 

CU-2£3r MR FBKPOCXET (33) Uss H Kn^jn 9 10 10 IFliUey 

5121^-P SAMT KEYTC (3S) DVAtans7 10 10 IRKawragb 

62013-3 SDt 1BRMRD (37) 0 Shenwexl 7 1010. I Osborne 

331-CEP SnOKESAHER (3Q C Brads 7 10 ID Dl 

DC BRD CTDOWEU (B8) F Mup^' 11 10 10 . 


p3Ef»l MARCH HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5.000 added 2m UQyds 

1 ro-1514 SUBUK FELLOW C28MD) N Hendencn 7 120 



J*r T J Barry (7) 


-0 Hogan (3) 


Ryan (5) 

11 lDMaS HH0 IS EQUNAME (437) N Hendesxi 7 11 4 M A RbgnaH 
-Udadrecd- 

BETTWC: 5-2 Craoviog, 7-2 GnMa, 9-2 Crack On, 5-1 Btair Cmctie, H8rt- 
cningUd. 12-1 Mite ta EqMnaiM, 16-1 others 


ID 4Q6-30U THE REVEREMJ BfHT (52) G &*tng9 10 10 Bl 

U 695-2F TIE 5H7 PADRE (43) Mis J Pitman 9 10 10 RFarrewt 

12 124-222 WEE WMJY (41) (BF) J Grftrd 8 10 10 PHMa 

13 c42-?J FEARLEHE(33)DMdwlSaiB105 RJohrisaa 

-13dodnd- 

BETTWG: 7-2 Wee Hflndy, S-l MaMk. Mr Kckpoctat, 7-1 Sk lamnL 8- 
1 Dw Sby Parke. 10-1 The Reverend Bert, 12-1 others 


2 FP-5P33 MAN MOOD PR) (54) C Brats 6 11 la 

3 311-434 KHAUN (36) DGauoib8 U 2... 

4 FF221-2 AAL EL AAL (38) (0) PHdMbIOUI 

5 0QGP-P5 lUXfflAY CLUB (54) P) J Tick 13 10 10 SUdM 

6 2114*0 TIE FU1NG FOOTMAN (57) (CD) R CWon 11 10 7 PMde 

7 140440 COUNT BARACtKNS (B) (09 Ms E Head 9 10 0 K Greria 

-7 ite da red - 

Mnfmum ire(flic IOsl True nawkeap melfftt: Corn Baacftos sa lOto. 
BETTING: 2-1 Mas Mood, 5-2 Aal B AM, 4-1 Ucnday CU. 7-1 tts*k. 
10-1 The Ftying Foobnan, 14-1 Count Bncbolt 


4J20 


1.20 


1 

4712-122 

2 

1 

3 

DO 

4 

401053 

5 

4MJRU 

6 

24055- 

7 

UF-3F 

B 

000 

9 

UD 

10 

01020 

u 

4H>- 

12 

WO 

13 

1042 

14 

55/006 

15 

0 

IB 

0360 

17 

403 

18 

2' 

19 

U45 

M 

10 

21 

moo 

22 

5204 


OFFORD ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £2,925 added 2m UOyds 
Qtsai OF SPADES (54) N Iresmn- Dares 7 11 

OEJWTMOfiE (33) !AsJ Rtrmn 6 11 5 — WMacton 

CUNTDN (4M K Batey 6 11 5 ATkorntoo 

FERRERS (35) MR.P9T 6 11 5 R Malay 

ttEHMAVJS 03) Dr P FhoJianl 10 11 5 DrPPrftekaid 

HARUqUMCHORUS(30qjOtaj7ii5 OUptea 

HSRnS PORT (41) M Mode T 115 MMeMnE 

JUSTANDY (7) BPieara 6 115 TJenks 


2J20 


YELLING NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2325 added 2m 110yds 
220020- lOlBKJM USS (542) Uss M Rostand 9 11 12 .Grey lyres 

446 0nM»MM*t«)A»Ua51110 PHHa 

4P-1402 BET5CIM0RN BARD (34) D Caticda 7 11 9 DFdftt{3) 

66630-F NA8NU50IPS){96) Bftoetafi 116. .TJeMre 

0P62PS MARROWRT 1ADV (B21) N Blny 6 11 3 5Mataaa(7) 

2-P3200 RS) UGHT (38) 1 JenHns 5 10 13 TOvbineB 


a20 


REACH THE CLOUDS (57) J Upson 5 11 5 . 


— R Johnson 
-GHo0a(3) 

RFariH 

PMte 

D Skynno 

— C Maude 
K7) 


0-6P4 GBfnEBREEZE(l)JGftnf51013 DoattM 

6EPP-21 AkBPet TR OUSP^p) EAfatw5 108 LCUDBrins(7) 

644 BAASM (33) 1 Norton 4 10 1 B8a0an(5) 

10 0244S-P RUSIIC GBIT (42) Me L Jeirel 9 10 0. DLeMqr V 

U 024-000 THEBREWBt(48|JTijck5100 SMcfteB 

12 6001 SAM ROCKETT (7) P Maoney 4 10 0 (7ad SRjni(5)B 

13 <XXM04 STORM TKBl (47) S Meter 6 100 E Husband (3) V 


SAPLEY CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDI- 
CAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2^75 added 
2m 5f 110yds 

52-F4P0 SWBffi QUARTET (43) N lyasBn-Omes 7 11 12_D WlMl (S) 

014333 LORD R00B1E (4S) J GSffiM b 11 7 .W Gnatm (10) 

0:2-664 MAIEREE (45) (C) (D) N Qfeflen ID 31 7- 


500246 KANTHJ»(53JJUuSnsBU5_ 
4/aiOF2 BRANOBI (38) J Nsnm 6 11 4_ 


J'Heafcjy 


0006W DAMJAfS RE5T(40)McsMRo*tend 7 113 DHuffn 

630072- BKMIEEL BU (488) J Jenhrts 8 112 D Ya U nw lB a i CU) 

PS563-3 WRB3RESS MAN (55) JClU 10 10 13 EGR«^(7) 


J Magee ffl 

DFnft 

—H Massey 


14 OOOPG3 lEAMBIS ABOVE (36) F Uritfr 5 10 0. 

15 0P6 DARHfG RTOE (48) J Smffli S 10 0 

16 P40P WG0IBONBB«np8)RDcUi610a 

17 POP PERSIAN BUnBBtT (43) HStranp: 5 100 

-17 


2' SERRA8AiV(6S9)0StaW)0d 7 115. 



JLDwmni 
[Ataman (7) 
DWahh 


AArWnum ire^c IOsl 7rua Aandcsnwigfic Aotfc Gent. The&mer&Sam 
ftockeo 9a IT#). Storm Hgerd Heavens Atore 9a 9B, Danng Wpte Sa 8St 
Aft Gonten Bemeo 9sr 7®. ftasan Butterfly Sst 2d. 

BETTMtk 8-4 BlatsdWiorn BaiL 5-1 Sam RDckatt, 7-1 AaiMdkadraos, 10- 
1 Kagan Sored, 12-1 Store Tiger. MMum Ires, 16-1 Hawere Abeam, 
20-1 < 


S 

9 665265 SNMH5IREEI (N2) (43) C Warn £ 1010, 

10 6102-P4 MADAME PRE5IDBIT (57) C Mortock 6 10 10. 

12 564 W M00BAN5R (^ (D) h Morgjn 6 10 9 

12 0-0S66P AMACE(42)SUdorB10 7 

13 UE033S BAITTS GLAM) (76) (C) BPiaecaSlOO llh«fM(4} 

14 6605-24 LUKE WARM (7S) (BF) D GarOMl 7 10 O-Suririe MBcbel [3) 

15 SUM-P2 JOT RM LIFE (3^R Smr^ 5 100 GSappte(4) 

16 0-002 POLO PONY (3S)J Upson b 10 D — BCTORsn 

17 4-PP0P5 LETS GO NOW (37) Mn L Jewefi 7 10 Q RTanrey 

18 Ml'bDS WERE MINE MONEY (GO) khataJBmrer 13100 

ctwdkia Roam cm 

-IBdsdarad- 

Mnanumue^nclOat Jneirantksc^egK Ii*e Warm 9H 13b. Joy For Lite 

ftd lffif. ft* ftjny as Sfeles Go Now 9a fib. Wrle »i The Morey Bsr 36. 
BETTING: 6-lWradden Mao, Usd RaotaW, 7-1 Htdw PresktenL Bmaeb- 
ar, B-l Swan Street, 10-1 Joy For life, 12-1 others 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
U 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
IB 

19 

20 
21 

22 


HUNTINGDON MADEN NATIONAL HUNT 
FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1^00 added 
2m UOyds 

00 ABOVE SUSPtQON (44) C James 5 11 5 MrEJMes 

0 BARTHOLOMEW RIR (35) C Dwyer 6 11 5 Jlrercare 

3 CHASMG THE MOON (36) G Baldrg 5 11 G BFentsn 

00 EUR0CHB(37)RSani»6115 DWtakta 

04 FIDDLER'S LEAP (44) WES H Pn^t 5 11 5 — JSr A WUto (7) 

F0UmMsABn%611S PMda 

GRSI KHG A Jones 5 11 5 M ARDghrsH 

0 JllSTRM (33) N TwaorvOanes 5 11 5 LSoB*ra(7) 

3 

3 

4 

0 


I MOLE (35) J OU 6115- 


-G Upton 


IBHtY MASQUERADE (33) Mb M Rererey 6 U 5 -J» Hedff 

HI MOOMje<T(35)C Boa®5115 DGato$er 

HB« LEAF (Tl) 0 Gardcfo 5 11 5 DFMt(3) 

PEDUWSOIOSSGMcCout5U5 R Stuankne (7) 

ROYAL TEAM MW»toxi 5H 5 M Shamrit 

SIDNETENQE SAM J MAw 5 11 5 SCnraa 


TABORMAOE Caot T FosBr 5 11 5 

TAPPERS RHAPPOSnennod 5115- 
0 IRAMEIESS (59) Mrs D Hbma 5 110. 
33 RAQB. LOUISE (41) T KakV 5 U 0 . 
THE OARSACHT Forster 5 UO 


_A Thornton 
JOdm 
— IFTOey 


00- TUPBBfYSMOKE (2S0) Graeme ftoe 5110- 


_S Ylyane 


AROUBN VBdURE M lorvtans 4 10 2> 
- 22 declared - 


-Martin Snrith (7) 
X Garde 


BETTMte 3-1 Cbasteg The Mona, 7-2 Kkig Mote. 4-1 Merry 
10-1 Haw Iref, 12-1 Fueler’s Leap. Hr MorsdgM, 16-1 others 


WINCANTON 


BUTE RACING NOVICE CLANMG HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2,600 added 4YD 2m 


HYPERION 

ISO Hay Dance ZOO Stormy Swset 230 DHaan 
300 Dromhana 330 NawlandB QannrNl 4j00 Top 
Skipper 


GOING: Good Lo Firm (Firm to ptoces). 

■ lUghl-hand, paHnirtaK couree. Run -to nf 200yd. 

■ Coume ■ NE of town On BIOS I . Templecojnbe Malian (rrer- 
vitv from London, WalcTtoo) -Im. ADMISSION: Memhetsi 12.50 
(Juniors, 17 Lo 2^ yeans, SB-50V. Tuumlls SB: Crausc (and tare 
ioeauree)S4. (under-lGs free nil endasures). CAR PASS: Free. 


SIS 


1 BO ITS DAMN (SB) PMBKI 11 12, 

2 F BOLD START LADY (50) E Wieeler 11 7 JIGrlMthsm 

3 5 HWSHAaC(45)JVMell6 T Dauoiriie (3) 

4 0 SGMHSMtY (81 K Burke 11 6 N 

5 35 S0LDEtMAK(42) A FMe 11 &. 

6 12 OTWAN (7) (BF) M Ape 11 3 . 

7 EL BARDADOR R Hod^s 113. 

8 00 1XIHMH(34) JBcdeyllO- 

9 025 IP LADY MAOLUM (38) (CD) J Nerds 1012 

10 00 RED TME (58) M Sainias 10 11 

11 60 SEVDt CROWNS (USA) (90) C ftpham 10 11 

12 0 GSKMO KISS (S3) G JtTVEon Hwflupn 10 6 

13 524P04 SONQ FOR JESS (41) (BR F Jordan 10 6~ 

14 0 BENM80SAM (41) Mrc S Wtams 10 5 

-34tfsdHBd- 

BETTIHG: M Dliaan, T-2 Seklar Mak, 7-1 Lady Magna, Sang Fw Jnse, 
10-1 El Banteder, 12- 1 Thtterin, 14-1 Rarflkne. IB-1 athare 



BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Show rehh ( I J0> 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Soldier Mak fi30) has been soil 
174 itLltar by A IHdc ftwn Newmarket. Suffolk; Baklan Ktoa (iIJO) 
Sera 174 miles by G F J-HouRhron from Newmarket, Suffolk. 


aoo 


130 


RftWTERS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
i £3^50 added 2m 

1011-13 POIBflWE (40) (Q) (Bf) M Ape 6 12 0 A P McCoy 

U22123 MORSTOCK (5) (CO) R Hodgs 7 11 1 _T Dracooba 0) 

020F-UF MNDWARD ARION (133J HR P UUhel 11 10 11. 


PWT RUTHVEN & GUY NDGDN MEMORIAL 
AMA7HJRS HAfffHCAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£5jD00 3m If UOyds 

1 52S65P TUGOFPE)CE|7MRD|GB3li*ngl01112-l»ABsMc(7) 

2 003311 ACT0FPAfRJAMBff(SI)KBatey911 U_MrRWaMay(7)B 

3 121 DROMIANA(B)PMttioBs7114|Eeg MrJHBairi(7) 

4 122333 HKB»IMP(7)|aDPameisl011UDflShaMi(7) 

5 PP0462 COOL OMRACffiR (42) RBudder 910 0 JHrRlherotea(S) 

-5 Hectored - 

Mfnhun we^fiE IQst Tnre hanfleap trefghc Cool Character 8a 13a. 
ggnUG: 5-4 Act Of Pa la u ret. 9-4 Dnretiana. 9-2 FhnenDny, 7-1 Ttag 
Of Peace, 12-1 Cod ChmcMr 


143121 HAY DANCE (34) (D) P HcMs 6 10 5 — 

6re-405 HASHVUE SnR (34) (D) R tatthew b 10 0 — RBefcmy V 
5640 SHOW FMIH (7) R Herron 7 100 ^JRHugbesB 

AUntnum: lost True regia NasftWte Sov Ss 13fe Fflfth 3a 13fe 
BETTMO: 2-1 Potealata. H Hay Dance, 11-4 Moretoci, 7-1 Shrer Fdfh. 
12-1 vnatkaarri Ariora, 14-1 NattorOe Star 


ARTISTS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C] 

£7^00 added 2m 


ZOO 


MAURICE LISTER MADBN CHASE (CLASS 
E) C-4y500 added 3m If 110yds 

1 66 BOLSME BARON (33) M Miasm B 11 5 MrMHreto 

2 54256F AALSHaif«(44) DW*arrB8 11 5_-.£ny Lewtop) V 

3 440- GLBYDME (2S3) C Mam 7 11 S — IMta 

4 040P-40 GOLDS! DRUM (48) T George 7 11 5 ,~Mt R Thondre R B 

5 650FP2 JAC DO. PRICE (57) PMmote 7 11 5- BPOlWfl 

6 P JACK OF DIAHOIBS (44) R OSUfitan 9 11 5 AMcCTOe 

7 ORMBP MASKED MARIM(7)PmdMG US SfinrawpiB 

8 20P35P MRAMARE (42) C ftdem 7 11 S T Dreamba (3) 

9 06OD2 P1ASSYBOY03) KButao8115 Alanacb 

10 6mO(M SPBSD7 8NAPSGEM (OB) P Hobbs 7 US- A P McCoy 

U KSfPOOf WAMRO (B7P Ms S LMara 7 11 5 L Harvey 

12 HfKHVDOMBE MU P Hods 7 U 5 Mr S Drear* (7) 

13 OOP- FORIRM ROSE DAWN (323 Meg V Mbm5 7 11 D 


14 OODULJ4 ROMANY BLUES (34) Cftoote 8U0 MBetqr(7) 

15 U3F-4tf SI11RMY5UN5ET (78) W Qennf. ID 11 O.m. J ta T Dreris (7) 

-15 dactored- 

BETTWfc 7-2 JroDdPttaea, 4-1 PlBG6y Boy. 318ddenDnri. 10-1 Ro- 
na«y Bfues, Stormy Sunset. 32-1 Bobbie Baron. 14-1 dhore 


1 4-42212 THUMBS UP (52) (CO) G M£anll 120 APMOOny 

3 42214U fBMANDS-GaBB>L(3) (D) PHrftfellll4_H YlWaiiiHii 

■*2 — 

BETTWS: 12 TkaJa Up. BA HaaHath rtfual 

POTTERS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS R 
£2^00 added 2m Gf 

311134 GBEULMOUKEAR (9) (CD) U Rpe 712 0 A P McCoy 

45514P LEGAL MBBT (43) MHCJohnsey7117-JlrRThBiatoa(Q 

51-4150 GUSOSMG DflMI (B) T Keddy 7 11 d NMatmB 

41022ft (JUEUQIE CHOSE (877) 8 Meenan 7111 

0-36P MR STRONG GALE (52) P NthdS 6 10 11 H 

5U0-5U2 SnC-P0ULABH{3S)k8afey 7 10 10 JWRW*Mft(7) 

4-4PSS2 nBTCLASB(^MF)GAkM710a RGreaaa 

,2/3301- FMCPARXPOB)CPcphxn9108 TDaaconba(3) 

23-6243 GLEN WAGE (37) MCoonte 12 10 7 MMsMCmato 

46056 ADOMSS (7) D Bsnonh 5 10 3 P Holey 

1&1UU URBAN UU/ 04) (BH fl Hodgss 7 10 3 IHnfs(7)B 

831/15 ROAD TO AU BON (ISA) (SQ RBtitet 9 ID 3 BPowdi 

400411 IOPSnPPBI(3qVGteenrift5103 MrJltared(7) 

P32-103 OOP HOPPER (BM W Mur 7 100 A Bate* (5) 

Unhun fe&t: IOsl True hanftao wefcW: Ckxf Hooper 9st 20b 
BETTING: »2 General Mooktir, 6-1 Fkst Oats, 8-1 Stac-PoRak&i, Top 
SMppar, 10-1 Clod Hopper, IMstanfng Dawn, Urban Lfly, 12-1 athare 


LINGFIELD 


2_4q| wlson handicap (class f) (div i> 


HYPERION 

L10 Nakftal L40 State Factors 2J0 Nashaat 
2-40 Sheraz 3JL0 Attribute 3.40 Star Talent 
4JL0 Soviet King 


I £2^00 added lm 2f 

004040- MEKV BAIT (43) D CosflfW 4 9 11. 
503500 DR EDGAR (14) (D) M [Ml 5 9 4.. 
604464 SfBtAZ (14) N THder 5 9 0- 


F Mortoa 5 

_C Ratter 3 B 


0000-0 HUWELSIIIXSMM (13) H Howe 5 & 13 . 

560066 FLAGSTAFF (22)KBUIte48& 

006400 HAVANA MSS (13) B Pelrg 5 8 3 . 


GOING: Standard- STALLS: fif A Im - Otttnde; re* - Inside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low lo middle numbers beta, up to TT. 

■ Left-hand, eounv; EquUrock surface. 

■ Course b 5TE of town un 8^028. LingOeld suiion aigoins coun*e- 
AD MISSION: One enclosure S9. GAS PARK: Huh iff; res free. 


3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

-8 declared - 

BETIWB: M Share. 7-2 Dr D«U’, 61 Raftfaff. Hrere ta ato l i te . 61 
Mtaky Begr, 61 Uhfc, 12-1 ottere 


..F Iff* (3)2 
-AQflreal 
-—A art 6 

306060 FABHUKKIITmo dfl (D) MSavnden 7 712_N Ctoflite 7 
040064 LAHK (7) K kray 4 7 10 


SIS 


BUNKERED FIRST TIMEr Sbcrez (2.-1U). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Soviet King (1.10) 
mo x S nutlrw cfl on Monday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Madonna. Da. Roasi (2-10) & Dr 
Edgar (3.40) am 288m byMDods firen PIcreabridp>. DmtwL 


aio 


1.10 


WB^ON HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DJV 0 
f 2,80 0 added lm 2f 

5101X0- BAMK (104) (CO) Lh« H emes G 100— AOrt9 

0032-31 1MlUUHraiE(U)NLnnnRn4 9a-TB 

406202 HAKHAL (7) D Uarar Smch 4 9 3 

stwn-3 suitor cw) pn s Dow 4 a i3 


DISRAELI KAA1DEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4*900 added 3YO 7f 

56 GAU8t5 (FR) (86) P KefeMy 9 0 MW0rea4 


36 R0fFEYSFNEY(34 Rfftnnon9D. 
C5500 TALISMAN (US) S Dow 90- 


565- ALV1DE (96) D Cbsflne 8 9 

400264 AITRBUTE(lS)RGuea89 

6 DOSE EYES BULZMG p4)R0B*onfl9. 


6 HADVE THATCH (15) W Tuner 89., 


JLFrtreB 
-k Daft (HU 
JHKrear? 
_JQAa3 
.-7 Strata 5 
— AOrtB 


il 

JWBTBW2 
£ Sander* 5 


200006 LORD H1AHB0IKAH (MS) RHflan48U— -JStackSB 
006054- BOLD HABIT (27) (Q J Paatea 12 8 6_~_— CBaiMU 

7 554106 CUBAN REEF (92) (D) W Hasan 5 B 4 DRMeCMwB 

8 003206 PARONOMASM (34) J L Karo 5 8 1 JQnire3 

9 60004-3 PAR OF JACKS (21) G L Moore 7 7 10 DrrtUU7 

- 9 doctored - 

Afinmum ne/ffa: 7fllOS. True harsfeap wefehc Pair 01 Jacta 7s9fe 


06 PROCESS SAHARA (34) 5tr Stak Present 8 9-SSnden 2 

BETTWfi: 114 Tafisare, 61 Attribute, 61 GNUs, AMda, 61 Radiy 
Spkmf, 7-1 KatWe Hatch, 12-1 ottan 


3^40 ] LL0YD GE0RGE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 


Trttab BaBe, 61 Srftor, M MfeheL 61 BMre, 7-1 Caban 
Saaf, 61 P* Of Jacks, 12-1 Ohm 


MACM11AH HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4JB5 


added 3Y0 5f 
006 LUCY OFABABIA (173 J Sheehan 9 7. 
05563 1EARYMIE(39)(qTMte97. 


£4>900 added 7f 
041350 0UCWIBflM0(19(C0| RHofntoeao5100-DQrttasPR8 
50114-2 SQSSORRDGE(lQ(CDBf) JBndgerSPlO^SSanrtaB 

03U-05 TOM C8EBCS £i) (CD) V Soane 6 9 4 C Rutter 2 

442642 saRTMeff (7)4CDBf)MsEGMAMay693-J>Hotaad4 
350360 PGOLOUS nJGKT(43) |0D) Un,LSU£te68U-l Wemar3 
014603 LANCASHBE LEGEND (7) (COJ S Dow 4 8 30— A Drify (5) 7 
540W6 FORT Mlffll ®!CD)R Borefi 89 MW0M1B 


A HonkS 
>3B 


0602-42 BIPBBALSAHDBI(M(P)PHattam9 7 IHfaaier2 

4 053-1 CaffilBOIlHAIO (U) (CD) J Berry 9 4 a Carter 1 

5 (SGL63 SHUKMG BME (2) (D) C Duwr 9 0™ DRMeCata4 

6 604000 SUIE FACTORS (12) (D)KEuteB 7 JBre*M(7)6 

_ _ 

BOTMS: 2-1 Tear wate. 5-2 (keen Dorttonrd. 4-1 UmertM Garten. 6 
1 Sparking Edge, 61 lacy Of Arabia. 161 SaBe Factum 

GLADSTONE CLAMING STAKES (CLASS 
E) £4»025 added lm 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

e 

7 

8 500060 TOM MORGAN (15) (CD) PUtafcqpi 6 B 6 TSprafceSV 

-Grfectored- 

BEITINK 61 Bdaior RM0k 7-2 StsTalanl, 61 Laaeartro legend, 6 
2 Fort Knox, 61 IWn Creeks, Date IManUno, 12-1 sttare 


^ jjQ j THATCHER LIMITED STAKES (CLASS F) 


2JL0 


011746 WHAIB/S7S RKHT (126) (CD) M UsherS 9 3 — lYtaMrG 

11102-0 NASHAAT (12} (C) (D) K Burte 9 9 1 — DRMdB*e4 

001605 SETTHEFASMON(12)tC0)Dwnan9 8S9 — NMRuaaar 
090664- HtnASIMSHK (28)(CD)fiLlteore7fl7AWialan»9 
000645 IBXA EXPRESS (9)(D) Mm LSetaU 5 8 7_T Spcata BB 

032653 MADONNA DA ROSS (2) 14 DoS 484 A Clark 5 

050060- C0HWrUP(431JHfc482 IT Mama 10 

300600 CAIUW5CY (7) D 0Hflen5 8 1 JSBartMflS 

- DBHrtl 

IQMM7V 


! £3,300 added lm 4f 

446-634 AL HUAL (7) J JenHns 5 9 0. 


030066 BLUE AND ROYAL (106) V Sore 5 9 <L 


-SWUMtthU 
CMtcrll 

106646 CAPTAM MARMALADE (S) IQ □ Thun B 9 0 J Tale 9 

600006 DOLUVER (47)0 0*^59 0 Io ftaream (7) 4 E 

00000-4 ElULE DU HORD (14) H CoBnflU^ 5 9 0 MflhreerM 


406400 IRSS CHARLE (2) A Batey 7 7 12- 


10 50&44-0 TRBLE PET &4}B Gutty 4716. 

-U declared - 

BET1MG: 94 Nashaat. 62 Whaterefs Rfdd. 5-1 Hatia Sunshbe, M 
% *■ Bftm, Coawria' Up, 8-lMadoana Da RossL 12-1 often 


542034 W THE MONEY (7) (D) R HaUnehead & 9 0 - Jr lynch (Q 10 
022366 ROYAL CRCUS (191) (CQ P Webber S 9 0 -J BniM (7) 1 

002-550 SAHfWE SON (7) (Q P Cbrke 5 9 0 N Mam 12 

1002&3 SOOJAMA o m R Hore 7 9 0 UW|0rei5B 

10 00010-4 M CAHOOTS (9) A NeKOmbe 4 S 12 JQrtn7 

U 534-631 50VET KMG (^ (IR P Michel 4 B 17 SSretasB 

12 090633 HAZEL C12) Uss G^rKdeway58U Dllntanif2 

13 506564 TAIIIBI (Q P Breflyna 7 6 11 D R McCabe 3 

14 040652 NAHM (12)WUur4 8 7 ACtarkS 

-lfldUnd- 

BETTMGe 4-1 Kaai61SavMKkg.ki The Money, 61 CaptahMemdade, 
EUk Da Hard, Nawrt M Cataote, 12-1 ottan 


RACING RESULTS 


LINGFIELD 

1_10: 1. KIND CLERIC (Mr S Mute*®) 8- 
1; 2. EUMrald BtatewenL 5-2 fair, 3. QuJ- 
ni Eagle 9-1. 16 ran. y., dta (P Hobbs, 
Mlnefteed). Tale: £8.30; £1-70. £L30. 
£3.10. DuM Forecast: £11-30. Computer 
Straight Forecast: £26.89. Tna £48.90. 

L40: 1- SPIENO® THYNE IM A fio^f- 
eti) 4-1 Jt few; 2. Sresure Conta 4-1 Jt tec 
3. Jakes Justice 14-L 20 ran. l'A. 11. (T 
Casey, Upper Lam bourn). Tote: £4.10: 
£180. £2^0, £3-50. Duaf Forecast £1350. 
Computer Straight Forecast: £1 8 30. Tno: 
£259.70. 


2JO: 1 BH1A SEDONA (R DumoodJA 5- 
2 fare 2. One laftae 50-1; a. Audi to- 
gBl 20-1 21 ran. nk, 'h. (Lady Hemes. 
UttJBbomplonl. ToLk £2.90; £160, £25,50, 
£46-00. OF: £424-30. CSF: £156^6. Tno: 
£19180. Non Runner Storm Wind. 

2j 40: 1 SOPHIE A»Y (A P McCoyl 10-1; 
2. Senmstieet 4-1 3. Anber Spark 3-1 ter. 
34 ran. 4, 3. (L Montage Hal Epsom). Ton: 
£13-20: £250. £150. £150. Oft £2000. 
CSF: £46.01. TncasC £M1S. Tfta £22^0. 

310:1 NOM STORffl (P Hdej 6-1 2. 
SaBep B-l- 3. RonansFMler 12-1; 4. Gen- 
tle Breen 14-1 16 m. 9-2 favCod Gm- 
ner. 2‘L 4. (J Gifford. Flndon). Tote: £6.60; 


£160. £3^). £3 0a £4.40. OF: £1750. 
CSF: £55.05. Tncast £535.07. Trio: £ES20. 
NRs Theme Arena & Tudor Town. 

3j 40: 1 BRAVE BUCCANEER (C Rati 25- 
L'2. Basttm Rher 4-1 teg 3. BtaekChueh 
14-1 4. C nr Ungford Lakes 16-1 18 ran. 
2*4 iy^(ATumel,WamBgp).Tote £38.20; 
£4.50. £170. £300. £2.50. OF: £I80J0. 
CSF: £123,56. Trlcast £1,417.05. Tno: 
£681,20. 

4J0: 1ARKLEY ROYAL IG Upton) 13-8 
far 2- Edmond 9-1: 3. Mster &rnyn 33- 
1 18 ran. dit-hd, 1 (J OM, Hftou^iBn). TotaE 
£2.70; £1.60, £4.80, £1130. DF: £22-40. 
CSF: £17.67. Trio: £193.40. Wt Mtdas. 


Jackpot not won (pool of £15.69171 cai- 
ned fbraard to Hurttngfon today). 
Ptacepot: £93.60. Quadpot: £28.50. 
Piece & £21164. Place 5: £9829. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
ISO: 1 SKMKROUGE 0 Vfeao) W few 
2. ftfaan 7-1 3. Julia's Relative 14-1 8 
ran. 10, 3. (P Hastam. Mtetfleham). ToLk 
£ 2.06, £110, £2.50, £410. DF: £610. CSF: 
£092. Tite £109a NR: Betosky- 
2^1 JBBIED1 ISVMbiaih) 13« 2. 
Anonym 6-4 few; 3. Bogart 25-1 8 ran. nk. 
a (P HouOng. Godalmtog). Tote: £2J0: 
£140, £110, £asa DP. £2-50. CSP 
£4.61 


2-50: 1 81 LA HIGH IN Adams) 14-1 2. 
Choncatt 161; 3. Napier Star 161 13 
ran. 4-1 Lav Sotontan. 1V>. 1 (Manyn 
Meade, Malmesbury). Teta: £16.10; £1.80, 
£150, £2.60. Dud Forecast: £10030. 
CSF: £143.63. Tncast: £90190. Tno: 
£134.40. 

120: 1 SELBERKY (S Orowne) 5-1 2. 
MHrer 3-1; 3. Noooro Ur Meatfly 7-1 8 
ran- U-4 ter Foot Oaortm. 1*A. ff/r. (P 
Hasten, MLdcBeham). Took £6-50; £150, 
£140, £2.00. Oft £10.40. CSF: £1907. Tn- 
cast £97.32. 

ISO: 1 SKAMYR (F Lynch) 3-1 2. TTwro- 
Hour Estate 261 3. PetosMn evens ter. 


10 ran. Vi, 11 tR Holmshead, Upper Ltxig- 
dcni. Whs £3.70; £196 030. £170. Dud 
Forecast £15.30. CSP £56117. To® Trto: 
£30-80. 

4JNfc 1 ONEFOKTHEDflCH (N Valley) S 
2 ter; 2. Mandate 15-2; 3. Bernard Sev- 
en 8-1 10 ran. lVi, IV*. (J Faraftawe, 
NewmarkeG. Tote: £330; £i£0. £330. 
£Z6a DF: £3830. CSP £20.68. Tricast 
£12030. Tno: £52.80. 

PtacapoC £43.70. Quadpob £3410. 
Ptece 6: £58.41. Piece 6: £4037. 

■ Sedgefidd abandoned (frost) 
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sport 


‘Trainers can talk themselves stupid but in the 
comes down to what the fighter can achieve for 


end it 

himself’ 


The last time I saw Richie Giachetti 
he was bolding forth about the 
advisability of being first in an 
outbreak of hostilities. 

Giachetti spoke from experience. 
A scar slanting down from the 
inside comer of bis left eye to just 
below his cheekbone is the result of 
being assaulted with a glass. “Swear 
to God, 1 didn't know the guy " I re- 
member him saying. “He comes 
over, takes a glass and shoves it into 
my face. 1 hit him. Then he pulls a 
knife and tries to stick me. Some- 
how, I goL hold of the knife and stuck 
him three times.’' 

Giachetti, who spent seven hours 
in surgery, learned that his assailant 
died in hospital “The cops spoke to 
witnesses and decided it was justi- 
fiable,” he said. 

Another time, when standing up 


for black friends in a Cleveland bar, 
Giachetti almost lost his life from 
a blow with an ice pick that went in 
just underneath his heart “The 
doctor told me that if it wasn’t for 
my muscle tone 1 would have died,” 
he said. 

What I am coming around to is the 
news, broken last weekend by The 
Sun's informed baring correspondent, 
Colin Hart that Giachetti will train 
Mike'^son for an attempt on3 May, 
to regain the World Boxing Associ- 
ation heavyweight championship 
from Bvander Holyfield. 

A couple of days later, confident 
that the engagement would not de- 
ter Giachetti from exercising his 
mouth. I put in a call to Don lung’s 
training camp where he was con- 
versing with Tyson. “So you are to- 
gether again," I said, alluding to the 


four contests Tyson undertook un- 
der Giachetti’s supervision between 
losing the undisputed title to James 
“Buster” Douglas and a conviction 
for rape. 

The main reason it was difficult 
to learn much about Tyson after his 
release from prison and before 
coming up against Holyfield last 
November was that all his fights 
were short. The performances 
raised suspicions of decline, espe- 
cially in application and timing but 
it took Holyfield’s victory to make 
them apparent. 

Habits formed in T^son under the 
concentrated drilling of his mentor, 
the late Cus D' Amato, were no 
longer evident- “Above all, Mike had 
stopped jabbing,” Giachetti said. 
Central to the learning process in 
boxing, the jab as demonstrated by 



The relationship between a 
fighter and his trainer can take 
mote than one form. As long as it 
works they do not have to like each 
other. Before their acrimonious 
split, Tyspn worked well with Kevin 
Rooney, probably because 
Rooney, to use an American ex- 


do a job. I’ve sat down and talked 
about things with Mike, remi- 
nisced, gone over things we workea 
on the last time. It’s probably 
more mental than physical. I'm 
not laying down a harsh regime; it 
isn’t going to be a boot camp op- 
eration because Mike is at a tune 
in his life when that wouidn t wo rk 


presaon, was always prepared lo b to life when to 
S i u 4 ^r' Sn0badthlngi “ l ^ep^o^^etdinjerto 


his work with the former heavy- 
weight champion Larry Holmes is 
a Giachetti trademark. 

“We need to improve on that, 
Mike's head movement, and get him 
throwing combinations again in- 
stead of trying to take guys out with 
one shot,” Giachetti added. 


gets results" 

Tyson’s loss to Holyfield con- 
firmed the shortcomings of his 
comer men. As the crisis deepened, 
they had no worthwhile advice to 
offer. The impression was that 
they would not have found their 
way across the ring with a guide 
dog. “I don’t want to get into 
that,” Giachetti said. “I’m here to 


to employ is based on the detona- 
tion caused by Muhammad All 
when he beat George Foreman in 
Zaire to regain his title. 

“Most everybody thought that 
AJi was finished, that George 
Foreman would put him in the hos- 
pital,” he said. “But in knocking 
out George he became bigger 


what Mike has to 
than ever. Thaj 5 ^ !ose . So 

ssKaSarsst 

“KsssatfK 

b^etoeHectual approach^ 

chem'ssbouldcritoKen 

triefe” 

to 56 -year-old Giacbetu growled- 
-T teach tricks to ammals ^ fight- 
ers. Ifyou don’t do asyon re toWni 
bit you over the bead with a case 

balf bat. . _ . . . — was 


The unavoidable impression was 
iat be meant it 


England’s options 


depend on Cork 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Auckland 


It will not have the dramatic ap- 
peal of the Australia versus 
West Indies clash going on in 
Adelaide this weekend, for that 
is a matter between the top 
dogs. Nevertheless, England’s 
three-Test series against New 
Zealand, which begins here to- 
morrow. has a vital importance 
of its own, and both sides will 
be seeking the victory that is 
needed if cricket is to be kept 
from fading out of the public 
consciousness. 

It is a problem that is more 
acute for Lee Germon and his 
New Zealand side, who have 
long lived a stunted existence in 
the mighty All Black shadow. 
Very soorC rugby here will be a 
year-round concern and crick- 
et must make its impact now, if 
it is not to be confined to the do- 
main of those things eu- 
phemistically described as 
alternative here in the land of 
the short, flat vowel. 

For that reason New Zealand 
will be a dangerous side and one 
not averse to some bold risk tak- 
ing in order to survive. Indeed last 
time England toured, five years 
ago, they deliberately prepared 
a damp green pitch at Eden Park 
to try to get back on terms after 


perfect, but it is never ideal if 
some of the bowlers ate left 
wondering whether they will be 
pulling on spikes or flip-flops, 
come the morning of the match. 

As ever, much will depend on 
the pitch, which has been cut 
from a relaid part of the square 
that has seen just a single one- 


day game's play. Al present the 
strip is weU grassed and very 


strip is well grassed and very 
damp, a result of it having been 
heavily watered on successive 
evenings: a suggestion that the 
groundsman is not confident of 
the surface holding together for 
the duration of the match. If 
that is the case, whichever team 
loses the toss can probably 
strap their pads cm and prepare 
for a torrid morning session 
from seam and swing. 

Cork’s chances of being that 
first-morning tormentor are 
probably no better than fair. 


probably does better than Croft, 
who is more aggressive, and 
therefore invariably more ex- 
pensive in his probings. 

Mind you, HifneU’s habit of 
retrenching, by going around 
the wicket and exploiting the 
rough outside leg stump, will not 
be as easy to fab back upon at 
Eden Pane, with its strange an- 
gles and short leg-side bound- 
aries, quirks the burly 
Inzamaro-ui-Haq brilliantly ex- 
ploited to see Pakistan through 
to the 1992 World Cup final with 
a whirlwind half-century. 

Under Steve Rixon, the for- 
mer New South Wales coach. 
New Zealand have raised their 
confidence and toughened their 
outlook. Historically, they have 
always outperformed their 
worth at home, though a recent 
drawn series in Pakistan sug- 


gests they have the bowling 
firepower to beat good sides. 


First Test trams 

NEW ZEALAND ipTObaHe): -B A 
Ybung, BA Pocock, A C Ptfrwe, S, ? 
FlenUng N J Astle.-C L Cain®, J T C 
Vaughan, L K Gefmon(Wkt.capt). D 
N Patet.S B Doufi. OK Mpntsori- - 
ENGLAND (from): . M A Atherton 
tcaptV.N V Krigrt, AM SffiwaUiWO, 
N Hussain, GP Thwpe, J P Crawfev 
C White, R D V Croft, D Gough, CE 
W SiNeiwood. AT3 MullaHy r P p R 
lMLD.GCnhr ;v 
UmptaKS Dunne (New Zealand) and 
S Budw {West Indies).’ 

Mstch rataes P Burge (Australia]. 


going 1-0 down in Christchurch. 
It backfired and they lost the se- 
ries 2-0, but they have always 
risked modi to win on home turf. 

England's plight is perhaps 
not so extreme, despite the 
countrywide feeling that the 
one-day losses in Zimbabwe 
were something akin to Ar- 
mageddon. But even if they 
were not, Mike Atherton and 
his men must restore faith by 
winning this three-match series. 
A task made more likely by win- 
ning here at Eden Park, though 
that will not he easy should Do- 
minic Cork be unfit to play. 

With ail the bowling options 
revolving round Cork - who ac- 
cording to the England coach, 
David Uoyd. is being given un- 
til the morning of the match to 
declare his fitness - only the 
batsmen, who pick themselves, 
have been able to begin the 
mental preparation so vital to 
peak occasions such as these. 
England's build-up in New 
Zealand may have been close to 


Mind you, he is a resilient per- 
son and if fit will probably head 
an attack comprising Gough, 
Mullally, White and Tufnell. If 
he is unavailable, England 
ought to take the plunge and 
play Andy Caddick, though 
there is a case fan unlikely one 
given England’s traditional cau- 
tion) for playing both him and 
Chris Silverwood should the 
pitch remain grassy and damp, 
conditions that neither Darren 
Gough nor Alan Mullally would 
perhaps use quite as welL 


However, only a few days ago 
Atherton was still considering 
playing both spinners, although 
with the rider that Robert Croft 
would be the player favoured 
should only one eventually be 
required. That whole ethos ap- 
pears to have changed from top 
to bottom with Phil Tufnell 
now looking the more likely to 
go solo and undertake a slock 
bowler's job into the wind- 
It is a role the Middlesex spin- 
ner is well suited to and one he 


firepower to beat good sides. 

Even so they will probably 
opt for the same make-up as 
England, and leave out the 
spinner Mark Has lam, who 
bowled just five overs to Dipak 
Patel’s 19 in the trial match just 
finished. Instead they will look 
to attack England with the new 
ball swing of Danny Morrison 
and the gangly Simon DoulL 
with Chris Cairns as first change 
and Nathan Astle for support. 

Cairns could well be the piv- 
otal figure of this series with both 
bat and ball, and much of the 
home side’s chances of beating 
England lie on his not incon- 
siderable shoulders. He is the op- 
position’s only really spectacular 
batsman, and if he performs. 
England’s wiruer misery may well 
be compounded further. 

Yet all the signs are that this 
is a different England side from 
the one skulking around Africa 
a month ago and there is no 
doubt that two storming wins in 
the last 10 days have made 
their Zimbabwean misadven- 
ture a distant memory. 

Gone is the “just sucked a 
sour lime” demeanour so preva- 
lent in Harare. In fact we arc al- 
most back to the Mars bar ethic 
of “work, rest and play” that sur- 
faced in the West Indies three 
years ago, prior to Ray Illing- 
worth’s reign as chairman of se- 
lectors. Then England’s buoyant 
mood was due to the rude form 
of Athenon and Alec Stewart. 
A situation that, ominously, is 
only half true at present. 



Special delivery: Simon Doull, the New Zealander who England’s cricketers may yet roe encountering Photograph: Graham Chadwick/Allsport 


Never a dull moment with Doull 


T here are some people 
who, contrary to the laws 
of modem sport, respond 
to their calling in life later 
rather than sooner. Simon 
Doull. New Zealand’s opening 
bowler, is one such person and 
although he is not old. at least 
not by county cricket standards, 
he has been around long enough 
and experienced enough mal- 
adies to make Chris Lewis seem 
like the indestructible man. 

Injury has been the constant 
feature of Doull’s Test career 
since his debut against Zim- 
babwe in 1992. First, it was a 
hamstring problem and then a 
snagged shoulder that held 
back his progress. Now. like the 
England captain, he has a de- 
generative back condition, 
though one currently held in 
check while he enjoys the 
salad days that usually' follow 
when a man has the acumen Jo 
swing the ball both ways. 

New Zealanders do not like 


their heroes to be loo fanciful 
and Doull, now aged 27. is not 
likely to disappoint on that 
front. Bom in the Pukekohe. a 
farming area 50 kilometres 
south of Auckland, he has been 
described variously as "un- 
complicated" and an “unvar- 
nished country lad." 

However, according to his 
New Zealand team-mate Chris 
Cairns, he is the life and soul of 
the social committee on tour 
and completely dedicated to 
karioke and crooning, a com- 
bination that means he appears 
to know the lyrics to every pop 
song ever likely to be aired in 
a public place. 

Such ephemera suggests a 
distracted mind and Doull was 
indeed drifting when Steve 
Rixon. the recently appointed 
New Zealand coach, began to 
form an unlikely alliance with 
him. Rixon. an uncompromis- 
ing Australian used to winning 
things with his beloved New 


Derek Pringle on 

the bowler set for 
a swinging time 
with New Zealand 


South Wales, suddenly began to 
make inroads into the bowler’s 
impenetrable interior, some- 
thing both his predecessors - 
Glenn Turner and Geoff 
Howanh - had failed to do. 

The results have been re- 
markable and Doull has gone 
from someone who first learned 
his trade in a tent (which is how 
the more uncharitable describe 
indoor cricket) to a bowler with 
the potential to win Tests. 

He has done it through a 
combination of working hard on 
his fitness { he even trained with 
a rugby league team when he 
played for Pudscy in the York- 
shire League) and by foaming to 
swing the ball both ways by 
adopting a smoother action. 


Although not as quick as 
Dominic Cork, his 6ft 4in frame 
gels him more bounce; a handy 
acquisition when you have a slip 
cordon wailing for the edge. He 
has an action not dissimilar to 
Worcestershire’s swing bowler, 
Phil Newport, except that his 
bustling run-up has been de- 
scribed by David Lloyd as being 
like a cross between Gladstone 
Small and Merv Hughes. 

Without a ball in his hand, 
Doull looks not unlike a 
stretched version of Andre 
Agassi: his severe crewcut and 
sparse goatee beard having ap- 
parently been cultivated to nd 
others of the perception that he 
is some kind of softie. It is an 
image he now lakes with him off 
the field as well, and one of his 
Northern Districts team-mates 
reckons he drips more gold 
than a pimp when in civvies. 

However, he certainly struck 
the rootherlode on the pitch re- 
cently in Lahore, when he took 


No strife 
comes to 
the Streif 


Woosnam determined 
to enjoy his new image 


Lewis has 
learned 
his lesson 


Future of game rests 
solely in dubs’ hands 


Siding 


Norway's Atle Skaafdal record- 
ed the" fastest time in an acci- 
dent-free World Cup downhill 
training run on the demanding 
Streif piste in Kilzbuhel, Aus- 
tria. yesterday. 

The 3.200 metres long course 
with a vertical drop of 561) me- 
tres, considered one of the 
most difficult on the Alpine ski 
circuit, surprisingly claimed no 
victims on a sunny and mild day. 

Last year, Norway’s overall 
World Cup champion Lasse 
Kjus and the Austrians .An- 
dreas Schifferer and Josef 
Strobi all had to be airlifted to 
hospital with concussion after 
crashing heavily during training. 

It was a different story yes- 
terday, when the racers* were 
pleased with conditions on the 
Hahncnkamm mountain, which 
will host a two- run sprint down- 
hill tomorrow and a regular full- 
length downhill on Saturday. 

The weather was not as kind 
to the women downhill skiers as 
fog forced the cancellation of 
their tiro training runs in Corti- 
na d’Ampezzo. Italy, yesterday. 
The organisers postponed the 
World Cup race until tomorrow, 
with the training runs today. 


Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 

reports from the Gold Coast 

Queensland 


Tt may come as a surprise to the 
competitors in the Johnnie 
Walker Classic that they are in- 
volved in an event during which 
“Old stereotypes will be chal- 
lenged and new images 
produced". Co- sanctioned by 
both the European and Aus- 
tralasian tours, the tournament 
has been nominated as a part 
of the British and Australian 
governments’ new IMAGES 
programme. 

“We were approached by' the 
British Government to launch 
the nen/M4GES programme 
and we arc honoured the John- 
nie Walker Classic has been cho- 
sen to be the first of many 
sporting, cultural and econom- 
ic interactions between Britain 
and Australia in 1997.” Steven 
Foxcrofl, of United 
Distillers, said. 

Presumably the Ashes Test 
scries next summer was ruled 
out on the grounds that the im- 
age of Mike Atherton holding 
up the Old lira is considered 
loo unlikely. That said- yester- 
day’s opening ceremony fea- 


tured the Gold Coast branch of 
the Highland Pipers, the 
Roulettes, cousins of the Red 
Arrows, plus a couple of scant- 
ily dad Aboriginal gentlemen. 

Ian Woosnam may like to 
know that it was the top man. the 
Prime Minister. John Major, 
rather than Ken Schofield, the 
executive director of the Euro- 
pean Tour, who was behind the 
circuit's opening event moving 
from hs traditional .Asian setting 
to Australia. “I think it is a long 
way to traveL” Woosnam said, 
“but ifvou want to win the Or- 
der of Merit, you've got to do H." 

Woosnam, the defending 
champion, is free of the back 
problems which prevented him 
challenging Colm Montgomerie 
for the money list title aflhe end 
of last season. “My bad back is 
something I hare to learn to live 
with. At the end of last year I 
had three weeks in a row where 
I had problems and it fell like 
giving everybody eke a Lhree- 
shot lead. 

“When I was younger I could 
play through the pain, but now 
it is better to accept that I will 
have problems, make the most 
of it and enjoy myself. My 
swing will Iasi a lifetime, so if T 
can slay off the beer. I mighL do 
all right for plenty more years. - 


Fred Couples, a fellow hack 
sufferer, reported no complaints 
after his trip from the West 
Coast of America, hut John 
Daly, following only his second 
lop- 10 result since winning the 
1995 Open at the Bob Hope 
Chrysler Classic, did not play in 
the Pro-Celebrity Shootout at 
Hope Island yesterday. 

Dalv has a recurrence of a hip 
injury with a slight infection, but 
will be ready to tee off tomor- 
row. “It started bothering me 
two or three weeks ago and" then 
again on the Bight over, hut I’m 
taking pain-killer? and I’ve been 
told I can't do any more dam- 
age by playing." he said, 

.Among the television and 
sporting stars who did appear 
were David Campese, Tony 
Greig and Wayne Gardner. 
Montgomerie was partnered by 
Mark Phillips and his son. Pe- 
ter. the Scottish schoolboy rug- 
by union international. Phillips 
Jnr is on a working holiday for 


Boxing 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 


the promoters IMG, helping put 
up the fairway roping. 


Without douht the most 
pleasant image so Far this week 
was of Ian Baker-Finch, who has 
made one cut worldwide since 
August 1994. as a winner again, 
albeit with the help of three 
partner', in Tuesday's pro-am. 


Lennox Lewis says will not allow 
Oliver McCall to’ repeat what he 
called a “lucky punch” when they 
meet in a world title rematch. 

The British fighter is deter- 
mined to make amends for the 
second-round knockout he suf- 
fered against McCall in Sep- 
tember 1994. “I looked at the 
tape a couple of days after the 
fight and I realised Oliver Mc- 
Call had his eyes closed when he 
landed that punch [a right to the 
jaw].” he said. “There's no way 
he can gel lucky again." 

Lewis admitted he had con- 
tributed to his own downfall. “I 
committed myself and exposed 
myself. and he was able to take 
advantage." he said. 

_ The Urwis-McCall rematch on 
7 February at the Las Vegas 
Hilton will be for the World Box- 
ing Council tide that became va- 
cant when Mike Tyson was 
stripped or it after he chose to 
fieht the World Boxing Associ- 
ation champion Bruce Scldon. 
Tyson stopped Seldon in the 
first round, hut lost the WBA ti- 
de when he was stopped in the 
1 J th round by Evunder Holyfield. 
Tyson and Holyfield have a re- 
match on 3 May at La* Vegas. 


Professional clubs arc having it 


responsibilities and failed bad- 
ly in the task. 

Boundaries will have to be 
drawn to separate clubs’ 
spheres of influence. The two 


ly decided, in view of the strain 
involved, that it is not. 

London Broncos have con- 
firmed they will share the Stoop 
with Harlequins this season. 


lift ,-t Ull'S; 1 


ance the development of the 
game in their areas out of their 
financial allocation from Rupert 
Murdoch’s Super League. 

A strategic development plan 
from Rugby League headquar- 
ters puts the responsibility for 
the game in established areas 
squarely on the shoulder? of the 
clubs, leaving the central gov- 
erning body lo concentrate on 
expansion elsewhere. 

“They will he expected to 
provide equipment, personnel 
and targeted funding (from the 
News Corporation distributions 
and/or from Sporlsmatched 
sponsorship deals) for the 
strengthening of the founda- 
tions of the game in their own 
vicinities," the plan about Ihe 
role of the clubs says. 

Clubs should really need lit- 
tle persuading of the benefits of 
this approach, although, at a 
lime when the professional and 
amateur sides of the game may 
be edging towards reunification, 
sonic amateurs may remember 
the prc-1973 cm when clubs 
were meant to carrv out those 
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Eagles and London Broncos, 
are being told to concentrate on 
ihe areas covered by the East 
Midlands and Southern Coun- 
ties development associations. 

Other proposals in the plan 
include turning the Alliance 
competition into one restricted 
to under-2ls and abolishing 
the restrictions on ex-profes- 
sionals in the amateur game. 

The chairman of the Aus- 
tralian Rugby League, Ken 
Anhureon. is retiring for health 
reasons. Arthurson, 67, has led 
the ARLs fight against the at- 
tempted takeover of the game by 
Super League and his departure 
further weakens their resistance. 

In the last three months, the 
ARL have lost a crucial court 
case and seen their chief exec- 
utive, John Quayle, and now 
Arthurson retreat from the fray. 

Last week. Kerry Packer’s 
Gunnel Nine, Arihurson's main 
ally in his battle, announced that 
they had struck a deal with Su- 
per League, leaving Arthurson 
to wonder aloud whether it was 
worth carrying on. He has dear- 


Connolfy and Robbie Paul from 
league this winter, have a capacity 
of 10,000, which the Broncos' 
chairman, Barry Maranta, hopes 
to strain to the limit for their sea- 
son opener, agtinst the champi- 
ons, St Helens, on 16 March. 

Great Britain’s captain. Andy 
Farrell is over a thigh strain and 
will lead the national squad in 
the World Nines in Townsville, 
Australia next weekend. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


16 


The number of Ethiopian 
footballers who yesterday 
asked for political asylum m 
Rome. The players wem-raiss- 
ing in the Italian capital :on 
Sunday, en router for: an 
African Nations Cup game-in 
Morocco. 
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S for 85 in New Zealand's win 
over Pakistan. Apparently he 
swung the ball so much that day 
that Pakistan provided a dif- 
ferent ball for the following 
match. 

Richard Hadlee believes he 
bowls deliveries that will get any- 
one out, and that he has bene- 
fited from not trying to bowl too 
many different types of balls, an 
optimism that still afflicts Dar- 
ren Gough from time to time. 

The recent death of his moth- 
er forced him to withdraw from 
England's game against North- 
ern Districts last weekend. Had 
he played, England would not 
have romped home as com- 
fortably as they did 

Just as crucially, however, 
England's batsmen did not get 
that vital sight of him either, and 
they as much as anyone will be 
waiting to see if the real thing 
matches up to the video nasty 
they have all been studying for 
the past couple of days. 
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Kinnear cleaning 
up Dons’ record 


Football 


Joe Kinnear. the Wixnhlcdon 
manager, has admitted be & Hy- 
ing to dean up the Craiy 
Gang’s "bad bay" image and h£s 
dr he has paid o[f so far. 

The Dons’ physical game 
and old tactics of intimidating 
the opposition used to mean a 
long list of yellow cards and sus- 
pensions. But now Wimbledon 
boast one of the best disciplinary 
records in the Premiership - a 

statistic which Kinnear believes 
will help their push for honours. 

Kinnear said: “We have done 
ever so well this year as far as sus- 
pensions are concerned because 
that has also taken a big toll on 


us in the past. We’ve always had 
one of the worst records but now 
we have one of the bt*SL Ii*s pan 
of our act we have tried to clean 
up to make sure we don't lose 
players in vital areas and teams 
such as Arsenal are suffering in 
that respect themselves." 

Kinnear believes losing ;ts few 
players as possible to suspen- 
sions could be the key to ne- 
gotiating the club’s increasingly 
crowded fixture list. The Sel- 
hurst Park club are still in- 
volved in the two major cup 
competitions and are fifth in die 
Premiership with games m hand 
on the leaders. 

After watching his side beat 
Crewe to secure a fourth-round 
FA Cup tie with the holders. 


Swedish shopping 
trip for Dalglish 


Kenny Dalglish has lined up a 
young Swedish defender, Olaf 
Mcllbcrg, as his second surprise 
signing for Newcastle United. 

The Under-21 international 
centre-back was due to fly to 
Tyneside last night for talks. 
Swedish sources suggested that 
Dalglish had spotted MelJbcrg, 
who plays for Degcrfors, when 
he was scouting for Rangers. 

Mcilherg, outstanding for 
Sweden in November's Under- 
21 international against Scot- 
land, was due to speak to 
Rangers about a £1 3m transfer 
hut Dalglish has now moved in 
on behalf of his new employers. 

MelJbcrg. like the Portuguese 
Under-21 defender Raul, who 
arrived at St James’ Park earli- 
er in the week, would be an in- 
vestment for the future - hut his 
arrival would put pressure on 
Newcastle’s defenders, who 
have been under heavy criticism. 

Mark Robins. Leicester 
City’s Coca-Cola Cup hero, 
could be on bis way to Bolton 
Wanderers for £400,000. Colin 
Todd has made an offer for the 
former Manchester United 
striker, who scored the winner 
at Ipswich on Tuesday in a rare 
appearance for Leicester. The 
Bolton manager wants Robins 
to compete with the 38-goal 
partnership of John McG inlay 
and Nathan Blake, after failing 
with bids for other strikers. 

Bolton were turned down 
yesterday by Newcastle's Paul 


Kitson, despite a £2m deal be- 
ing set up - he wants to stay and 
prove himself under Kenny 
Dalglish. Todd is keen to bring 
someone in quickly, as McGin- 
lay is struggling with a calf in- 
jury and he has little in the way 
of cover for Blake. 

Blackburn Rovers and Sun- 
derland are competing for the 
Polish World Cup striker. M:i- 
rck Citko. The Rovers chairman. 
Robert Goar, faxed Widzcw 
Lodz with a new offer yesterday 
after Blackburn's bid to sigh 
Citko on loan was refused. 

Blackburn’s caretaker man- 
ager. Tony Parkes. said: “The 
deal wc put to them was based 
around a loan until the end of 
the season with a view to a per- 
manent transfer, but they have 
turned it down." 

Sunderland’s manager. Peter 
Reid, is interested if the price 
docs not exceed £3m. Citko is 
keen to come to England after 
visiting Blackburn last week, and 
is prepared to join Sunderland 
if they offer the same personal 
terms as Blackburn. 

Tbny Ycboah’s stormy spell at 
Leeds United could soon be 
over with a move to VfB Slull- 
garL The Bundesliga team have 
targeted the Ghanaian striker, 
who was a major success with 
Eintracht Frankfurt in his pre- 
vious spell in Germany, and arc 
expected to ask Leeds to take 
him on loan with a view to a per- 
manent deal in the summer. 


Second victory for Venables 


Terry Venables continued his 
winning start as the new coach 
of Australia when his side beat 
South Korea 2-1 in Brisbane 
yesterday. 

The former MillwaU striker 
Alistair Edwards was the home 
hero, coming off the bench to 
score what proved to be the win- 
ning goal m the 72nd minute. 
Australia beat New Zealand 
1-0 in their first game under 
Venables on Saturday, and are 
now the only unbeaten team in 
the Foot Nations tournament. 

The former England coach 
said: ’’We knew we were in for 
a hard game, but I was really 
pleased with the players. This 
team bas really come on." 

Australia dominated the first 


Basketball 

Laszia Neman, the England coach, has 
named a largely unchanged squad far 
England's penultimate European Cham- 
pionship semi-final round Group B 
game against Rorty^l at Newcastle Are- 
na next Wednesday. The Engand attack 
wfll be spearheaded by et-NBA duo 
Steve Bucknalt and John Amaechi, ss 
they look to pick up their second win 
of the competition. 

MchaelJordan scored an f«A season- 
high 51 points. Including two dutch 
jumpers in the final 67 seconds, as the 
Chicago Bulls continued their decade- 
im dominance of the New York Krvcte 
with an 88-87 victory on Tuesday 
NBA: Toronto 148 Minnesota 106; QwAOtta 
1 14 Houston 10& Miami 94 Atlanta iffl: Or- 
lando 93 WasNnaon B& ChcafP 88 Nwr 
Ytarii 87; Indiana 9? MiMaufcae 8ft Rortand 
100 LA Clpper; 82; Golden State 105 Dal- . 
las 93. 


half, with the midfielder Paul 
Trimboli setting up Matthew 
Bingley for the opening goal. 
However, South Korea were 
dangerous on the counter-at- 
tack, and the former Leicester 
goalkeeper Zeljko Kalac pulled 
off two excellent saves from Kim 
Hyun Soo and Ko Jung Su. In 
the second half Edwards ex- 
tended Australia’s lead before 
Ha Seok Ju pulled one back for 
South Korea. 

In yesterday’s other game in 
Brisbane, Norway beat New 
Zealand 3-0. Australia play 
Norway and South Korea lake 
on New Zealand in the match- 
es that conclude the tournament 
in Sydney on Saturday. 


Venables added: “It’s early 


Billiards 

GOLD BAKE OPEN (Hyderabad) SeoiMV- 
nats: M Russet (Eng) bt I WWiamson (Eng) 
5-0. P Gdchnsi (Eng) tx G SdtH (hid) 5-0. 

Bowls 

SAHA WORLD BOOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Praston) Slngtes Ikst round: S Rees (W«) 
(xABustafl (Wal) 7-fi 7-6 7-2; GSmflh (Eng) 
fit T Tong (HK) S-7 7-0 7-5 7-2: H Dufl (Sco) 
« M Bannx* (Eng) 7-5 7-4 1-7 7-2: T Al- 
aock (Eng) bCAlMdcft (Guernsey) 2-7 7-4 7-0 
7-1. 


days, but I’m really pleased. We 
created chances and we defen- 
ded w?D against a voy good side. 

“We’ve only had four train- 
ing sessions together, and I 
thought we did a lot of things 
better. That is the sort of lest 
we will face if we want to get to 
the World Cup." Australia must 
win the Oceania qualifying 
group before a play-off against 
the fourth-best Asian side to 
earn a place at next year's 
World Cup. 

■ A threat by the trade union 
representing Australia’s players 
to take strike action this week- 
end as an extension of a pay dis- 
pute was withdrawn after 
discussions with Soccer Aus- 
tralia, Venables' employers. 
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Manchester United, al Old Traf- 
ford on Saturday, Kinnear said: 
■‘We've got a lot of games com- 
ing up and we’re a victim of our 
own success in some respects. 

“I’m not boasting about that 
in anyway but it’s a fact that wc 
arc almost on three games a 
week. It’s a frightening thought 
injury-wise and also on the fit- 
ness of (be players. We can't af- 
ford to get any more injuries or 
let anyone go." 

They face United again at 
Okl Thjfford next Wednesday in 
a Premiership game where vie- 
toty would vastly improve Wim- 
bledon's chances of a European 
plaee. And the Dons then face 
three games with Leicester in 
quick succession with two legs 
of the Coca-Cola Cup semi-fi- 
nal and a chance of revenge for 
last week’s Premiership defeat 
at Filbert Street in between. 

Kinnear is especially keen for 
the return of two defenders. 
Alan Kimble and Ben Thatcher. 
Kimble has pulled a hamstring 
and will he out fora month. Eng- 
land Under-21 player Thatcher 
has been out for six weeks. 

Kinnear said: “I’m desperate 
to get people like Kimhic and 
Thatcher hack, to pump up the 
squad. I’ve lost both my left- 
backs so I’ve got Brian McAl- 
lister in there who's switched 
from being a centre-half to be- 
ing a left-back.” 

Kinnear knows his side will 
have to produce a much better 
performance than they did 
against Crewe, who they strug- 
gled to kill off despite a goal af- 
ter just 12 minutes. He said: “It’s 
going to be extremely tough for 
us against United because they 
are arguably the best club in 
England at the moment. They 
are the benchmark. 

“But you have got to go up 
there, be brave and give it your 
best shot. Trial’s exactly what 
we’ve done in the past and that’s 
exactly what we will do again. 
We’ve got plenty to look forward 
to and it’s just a case of work- 
ing our socks off at the moment" 

Tbesday night’s man of the 
match, Robbie Earle, agreed 
that Wimbledon will now as- 
sume their traditional role of 
underdogs for one of the few 
rimes this season. He said: “It 
is a daunting task but the pres- 
sure will be off us because we 
are not expected to gel a result 
But wc know if we play to our 
capabilities we can get a result 
as we’ve got a good squad to- 
gether now." 
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Scotland's Hugh Duff draws to the forehand in Iks match against Mark Ban took, the 
English champion, in Preston yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 

Duff proves too tough for Bantock 


Bowls 


Scotland’s Hugh Duff endured 
some anxious moments in the 
first round of the Saga World In- 
door Singles Championship at 
Preston yesterday before beat- 
ing the English champion. Mark 
Bantock, in four sets. 

Duff, last year’s beaten fi- 
nalist. bad to come from 4-5 
down to claim tbe opening set 


7-5 and then took the second 
7-4. despite having to take a 
break because of the fiu bug be 
has been suffering from. 

Bantock foughL back to keep 
the game alive taking the third 
7-1, but Duff dominated the 
fourth, winning 7-2 in seven 
ends to record victory. 

“It was a very hard game. 
Considering it was Mark’s first 
appearance in Preston he 
played exceptional well and 


SPORTING DIGEST 


leading referees, has died suddenly at 
flw age of 68. An W star official for the 
British Boxing Board of Control for a 
decade before his retirement in 1993, 
Morgan officiated all over the world for 
the Wbrtd Boxing Council and the Eu- 
ropean Boxing Union. 


Joe Cabaghe relaunched htssuper-mJd- 
cflewei^Tt career with an easy second- 
round vretory in Bristol on Tuesday ni$it 
against the Midlands champion, Car- 
los Chrishe, who was Knocked dwm four 
times, then counted out when floored 
fora fifth. Christie, who was a late re- 
placement for the Spaniard Jose Bay- 
oa was not the challenge that Caltagie 
had hoped for 'Ths was just too easy, 
l Nke to test myself and enjoy my box- 
ng. As soon as 1 1* twn. I Knew he nwutd 
fM. In away, ft was a no-win situation." 
he said. 

PRORSStoNALPnOtlOnON{VIMfctmhSC, 
Bristol Taoaday): 4-rd tiumjiiiultfrt 6 Wafl- 
tafcfl (Mmetesd) IX J Dawrison (Swansea) rg 
2nd. 8«d middtoMiac D Dorng o n (Ere- 
toO « P Mtfcfiefl (Soumanpion) red 2nd. 4-rd 
MOarwoVfc j Swxnore (Pfcmoum) M P Wee 
(tttotan) po. 12fd vacant W8C Memndmai 
mliMuwalght damplomUp G Cabey IBm- 
lol) MG Bocco iBerenj ret 4tfu 1XMI super- 
■Mdis— I ftpih J C tto&e (Nentandee) bt C 
OmsM Iwnntfum) ho 2nd. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Itetorday 

WIBUUTIONAL TOURNAMENT (Brtstwne): 

Aunafo2(BMw37.Edwaids72)SouihKo- 
»eo 1 (Ha SC0KX7B): Nomay 3 (Stammeriuud 
60. ZMfoch og 79, Flo 8ft) New Zeatand 0. 

Tbesday’s late results 


nets at home id Cheaerfefaf; Ubtforit 2 Ofefd 
Utd 0 AMHftrrf away to BnrOoni or Uon- 
ohester Oy). TWrthcoond replay: WnUfecfcn 
2 Owe 0 (WfmMedbn me? to NanclKOer 

mao. 

COCAC01A CUP Qwrterftnfc foswch 0 
t**»aer 1 iljjfcesrer ro ptey WnCfatti In 
teo-ies serrt-finao. 

NHI0NWDE FOOIBAli LEAGUE Second 
DMsfou: Bremtom 0 Bristol Ftowre 0. Poat- 
ponett Buy v Shrewsbuy. Third DMstaK 
Camtkfog} 3 Exeter 2: t^ion Orimt 1 Wigan 
2: MansaeM 2 Doncaster a 
AtTO WWOGCnmiG SHglD Hortham seo- 
Meood mmd; Ytak Cfty % Fteson North 
End 0, Sadfaem feetfon sreond round: 


Pete/faorou&i UM 2 UfataB Or. Swansea City 

0 Bnsm Cny 1 _ 

Bat'S SCOTTISH LEAStg ftemter D WMoc 
MonanMfl 2 KBmamoch a Second DfcWoa: 
Ayr 2 Stranraer 0; Clyde J Brecmn l; Dum- 
bastcr 0 Stertwusemiw 2. Tnod DMuoic 
ASoa 1 East Swierg L 
BflENDLY; Ratth Roubts J Bayem Munich 0. 

FAUJ*ROTRO»WFtat-«W*«traptei(K A>- 

trincham 0 Grestey Rw» 0; DuchewTown 

1 Skxjrfi Town 1; Grantham 0 Blyth Spartans 
0; Halesowen Town 0 Southport U Has** 0 
Yeovil Town 1. 


Norm FWby 1 Stamtord « wwaatte 2Qxi- 
cord Angers 1 feed. 

KB !£AGUETbM DMdore FbdaveB HeBh 
1 Northwood 1. GnanBaR insurance Cup 
thtad round: Bran tree 3 BBencay L 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE Preflder Dfctefon: 
GravesBnd & Northtteet 2 HesOngs Q. MW- 
load Division: Bedwath Utd 1 Stafford 
Rangers L 

JEW5CN EASTERN LEAGUE Pratafcrr DivW 
stare Harwich & Parteston 1 Tiptree 3. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

rattans Scottish cup 
TWO ROUND 

Mamba vAbsitfssftiuq 

JawWWBSBClfiBU&WwhurehUtdv 
Bneaon Hetah Hartequte (7 JO). 

KHIMS LEABUE Phst DMltare Simderiand 
vNotls Canty t7.0} (at Durimm Cfot Second 
jMttare Manehaaer Cfty v StaresMuy Town 
(70). 


AVON WSlfltANCECOMBINAIfoNflrMDM- 

staK OySB PBlBce v Swansea p.0) (a Pkugt 
lens). 

PA YOUTH CUPTtiW rawd: Southend United 
v Wotted (7.45). 

Other sports 

BOWLS; Utorid indoor Champtarchfps (Pm- 
ston). 

SQUASH: fretah OrenptaitthlpS (Manehestsfl. 


JEWSON WESSEX LEASUE: Wmboms 2 
Bournemouth PC t- 

SCftEWFK OBIECT LEAGUE Pmsber DM- 
ston: Bamnspte Town l Taunton Town a. 
N0RTHERNC0UNTE5EASTl£AGUEPr»- 
htacSsOvRxathmandBsperTownaMaii- 
by MW 0: Hucknsfi Town 1 Oenaby Utd 0. 
League cop thftd^ouid reptqy: Pekertng 
Tom 2 Hal Road Ranfjare a 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Rest D4- 
vtatare Newcastle Town l EasNOOd Hanley 
2 . 

WW8TOra£ADKDO LEAGUE FMDMsIor: 
Heme Bay 1 Greanwch Boroutfi 1: Rams&tte 
4 Thamesmead Town 0; Tirbndge Wefc 1 Cray 
WanderefE 2. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hist Di- 
vlston: Langiey Sports 1 HaBsham Town 3; 
Pa^iam 1 Sefcey L JofanOTbra Uapre Cio 
second rooref: OMiwood 1 RngnerZ 
LEAGUE OF WAi£5 CUP QuartopOnal flnt 
lag: Barry Town 3 liter Cabta-Tei Cadrft t 
Uansaraffiad 1 CBemarfen Town 1; Nwtom 
0 Ton Pertre 0; Rhyl 0 Bangx Cny 0. 

IRISH LEAGUE COCA-COLA ROODUT CUP 
Fftst itxaid fkst Ise 0ma|Ji 1 Portadom 3. 
HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND 
Praader DMstan: St PstriOft AmWc 1 Shd- 
boumal. 

fa YOOTH CUP TIM rrenfe Coventry Oty 
0 Trermere Rovers L IbfctFreund iqdsv: 
Blodibian Rovers 2 Bury 0. 

PGNTTNS LEAGUE Premier DhfEion: 
Shield Wednesday 0 Elwrtnn 0. First Dt- 
vWocc Aston V)fo 2 Rjrt VWe a Seeend Df- 
viwoa: Grimsby Town 1 Rotherham UM 0. 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Brat 
DMstan: Mflwal 2 Wmttedon i. 


Cricket 

Mentyesterdcy parted company wdh their 
coach, Daryl Foster, with the 58-year- 
oW giving personal and family reasons 
for Ws rettremenL Foster; who had been 
with the county since 1991. had one 
year of his five-year contract remaining. 
Brian McMillan, the South African al- 
rounder, has been fined £450 for 
manhandling an abusive Indian spec- 
tator at the dose of play on Saturday, 
the third day of South Afnca's drawn 
test with inefia in Johamesfairg. "He was 
abusing me in front of my wife and the 
wife of Indian opener Woortten Raman. 
After being asked to stop he continued 
with the verba) abuse so I pushed him 
against the combi. But I did not punch 
him," McMillan said . 

Cycling 

Almost three months after the executive 
of the British CycBr^ Federation vwre ac- 
cused 'of farting to operate correcdy" tv 
the Sports Council, the Federation, with 
the Council's support is casing a spe- 
cial national meeting on 15 March to re- 
but cffijcem that the decision to put an 
emergency management committee in 
charge last Noember wes unconstitu- 
tional. “We want to ensure that eveiy- 
Wng is in order and cannot be chatengsd 
In the future,' the committee’s chairman 
Brian Cookson sad, “This is an earit- 
I ing time for the sport with new oppor- 
tunities opening up that could hare been 
only a dream a few years ago.* 

Football 

Blackburn Rovers have agreed m allow 
their highly rated 19-yea r-oid Eng and 
youth international defender, Marlon 
Broomes, to jan Swindon on a month's 
loan. 

Nontfch have agted the Ibcenham cen- 
tre-half Kevin Scott on a month’s loan. 
The 30-year-oM defender has Just fin- 
ished a month on loan at Chariton. 
The former Leeds and Swansea goal- 
keeper San Lethe ran has been ap- 
pointed as team manage- of the Welsh 
women's international team. 

The former Arsenal and Portsmouth de- 
fender Roy Pack, 50, has been named 
as a director of AFC Bournemouth. 
Guillemto Cariedo, head of the organ- 
m nm ia ees for the 1970 and 1986 
World Cups In Mexico and a Fife vice 
president died yesterday at the age of 
76 after a long fflness. 


NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE RE- 
ARRANGED DATES: TP# 18 FWt StOOvorr v 
Yari. i from 1 Jan). Tbe 25 Fete BneM Rovers v 
Plymouth (from 1 Jam. fit 28 Man Barnsley v 
West Bu r n wgti (from 29 Mari. 

Hockey 

Lack of sponsorship has forced the In- 
eftan Hockey Federation to postpone m- 
definrtety the annual Indira Gandhi 
Gold Cup men’s tournament scheduled 
for nett month. 

Ice hockey 

NItt: NV Rsn&as A Edmonton A (at/: PMaodphe 
3 Date 3 KKr. PitPiMtfi 4 Gt&rj 2; Tan Da Boy 
3 Coiaraao 2 10 U: NOW Jersey A los Angaes 1. 
Stove Ciwthec the Sicerieagje deputy 
chairman, has readied because of the 
pressure of other work commitments. 
Crowther. who is also general manag- 
eref the Sheffield Steeles. Mil continue 
on the Superieague's board. 

SUPOteEAGUe srefteU Sieafcn 5 Manches- 
ter Storm 3. 

PROBER LEAGUE: Stoutti Jets 1 SoUM Haa 

2 lot). 

Ice skating 

EUROPEAN CHAMPtONSMPS (Bor^y, PM( 
Part start pro pw o mn- 1 M Ettoe and A 
Bumav IRum 0.S: 2 M vuftw ond I Steuer (Gan 
X.a 3 5 AOBW arc S Bemads (FT) L5. «t 9 
LRoffre arc M Acred iGBj 4.5. Metre stnnpro- 
0me 1 1 Kid* |R|£J 0 A 2 V agroftw* (tori 
lO; 3 A VtEovrtto (Gar) 13: 4 P Candetam (ft) 
2.0: 5 A VhbkWi (Ftes) 2.5: 6 A Umanw 
3.0; 7 V PUa (Ubf 3.5: 8 0 Ombanto lUkri 4.K 
9 1 PHbMCtl (AW) 4* M SOOWB KS) 5tt. 
GS U N WHson BJX 

Pools dMdeiKls 

LfTTLEWOODS: Treble chance; 24pte 

£5,779.75, 23 £84^5 23. 22 £6.ia 22 £2.40. 
HNUbiire E3354J5a Fear Am £&85. 
Ten bene* £209.15. Rw My» E8JJ3UJ0 
Xmas attra gam prizes: Six cored 
t£2JOOM. five £364 Ja too £6.70. 
BRttraS: Tlwtita donee: 24pta£173TO. 23 
£425. Fere don £2.da Rm mhi £28. 10. 
Eight bones £102.75. 

VERNONS: Treble chowK 24pts £2X0635. 
23 £3920, 22 £6.75. Soper shots £14150. 
Pnoriar 10 £122.00. 

ZEtlER&Trebto cfaooe: 24pts 1563^5, 23 
£7.10, 22 080p. first Bght 15pb £145^40, 
14 £4.15, 13 085. Four away* £15800, 
S^t bones £1100, fro draws £7 JO. Su- 
per Sewn £150.40. Lucky embers 25 33 
12 312838. 


Rallying 

MONTE CARU) RALLY TNRltby (after 12 timed 
stages): Owraft poaUona: 1 T Mafcnen (Fm 


produced a lot of good pressure 
bowls.” Duff said 
England’s Gary Smith also 
survived a scare before edging 
through with a four-set win 
over the Hong Kong qualifier 
Tow Tong. Smith dropped the 
opening set 5-7. but quickly hit 
back taking the second in just 
three ends. The No 13 seed 
turned around a 5-2 deficit in the 
third set to win it 7-5, and then 
cruised through in the fourth. 


Rugby Union 

8COTLANDA(vEB0BntiA,1beStoep,31Jan- 
Mey):OLee(VVasoni3re).JCraig(WetofSax- 
lanCD, Ateft (NewOGdei. D Hodse (WasorBny. 
C Gtaafiow iHenofi FP). S Webb (FtavckJ. A 
Mcol iBaffrt. O Qntwra INovcasUM. G Bdioch 
(Wead SooaBndJ. PVMV« (Metaa). S Carep- 
bel lAiertwj. S Orimes (W ais on a ns). E P»- 
ten iBaW. C Hogg (Mertse. capo. MWtitaee 
(GHKl. R ep te oeB WB t s: 8 Lang (Henns FP). P 
Room (Oimdee HSFPI. D P imm bo b (Hanots 
FPI. C Mather iweisoraans). J Maruoo (Sw- 
ung CoubjA. J Hay (HandO- 

Sumo 

NEW YEAR SMNDTDURMMBfr (Tahye) Utt 
day (at 15): To mtnata (furysii tan 7. last 4) 
M Ma^saB l6-5fc KocW^a {TJt U KHobeppu 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 

0891 333 110 

Skicodes: For a lax Hst of 180+ j 
resort codes: 0990 100 843 


SKi SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180 + resorts 
worldwide: 

0897 500 601 


Where to find the 
best snow • by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


sport 

Buckingham’s 
boat makes 
a dream start 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Key West, Florida 

Tony Buckingham, the owner 
of the mid-sized 40-footer Easy 
Oars in this year’s British Ad- 
miral’s Cup team, has made a 
dream start to his first major 
international campaign here. 

Steered by Andy Beadswonh 
and crewed by the likes of 
Chris Mason, Geoff Stagg, Lou 
Varney, Vincent Geake and, for 
this regatta, Paul Standbridge, 
the purchase of whai was David 
Clarke's Pigs in Space is look- 
ing like money well spent, fol- 
lowing a second, third and then 
a first place at the Key West 
Race Week. 

Stagg, a leading light in tbe 
Annapolis-based organisation 
of the designer Bruce Farr, 
insists that there are many 
opportunities to improve the 
boat's performance from what 
has been virtually a moth- 
balled condition following 
changes in the design rules. 

Also still feeling good with 
themselves is the crew of the 
British team Mumm 36 
Bradamame. Thai Ls despite 
the poor rounding of a mark, 
which dumped them to eighth 
in the first race. They then 
missed (he top turning mark 
when leading the second. 
“That’s the sort of thing we can 
easily work out," the helms- 
man, John Merricks, an 


Olympic silver medallist of 
last summer, said. 

They, too, are looking at a new 
rig and sails to improve perfor- 
mance further in die SORC re- 
gatta, staged in Miami next 
month, and also on the European 
circuit. They then return to 
Britain for a pre -Admiral's Cup 
World Championship in Lyming- 
ton. 

Still finding their feet is the 
crew of the big boat in the team 
trio, Graham Walker's 45-foot 
Indulgence. Reading the 
combination of currents, rip 
tides and the bends in wind 
direction they generate has 
proved difficult. 

Thev will lead an extensive 
sail development programme, 
masterminded for all three 
boats by Grant Spanhake. They 
have also, according to the 
helmsman Glyn Charles, to 
match stilts developed in a stiff 
breeze to the lighter condi- 
tions of south Florida. 

Keeping up the Italian 
connection, and also having 
some trouble with rounding a 
mark, was Giorgio Zuccoti. He 
beat the veteran Keith Muslo 
for the right to represent 
Europe in the Mclgcs 24s. 

There is no room for error 
in such a Lightly fought class 
and following Musto’s retire- 
ment while running third in the 
second race of the day, it will 
take some luck as well as grit 
to fight his way back from 
18th overall. 


France call foul on Irish 


Rugby Union 


The French rugby federation 
has asked the Irish Rugby Foot- 
ball Union to look into possi- 
ble foul play by three Irish 
players in Saturday’s Five Na- 
tions' match in Dublin. 

The Irish have already asked 
the French to take action over 
their prop Franck Toumaire 
for kicking Allen Gaike, Ire- 
land’s replacement hooker, in 
the head. Iburuaire is expect- 
ed to be suspended today. 

However, the french claim 
video evidence shows that the 
hooker Keith Wood, the lock 
Paddy Johns and the scrum-half 
NiaD Hogan aD went unpunished 
for foul play. The French fed- 
eration said it tfid not want to cite 
the players under disciplinary 


procedures, but preferred to 
ask the IRFU to take whatever 
action it deemed necessary. 

Scotland A yesterday made 
two change to the team that beat 
Whies A 56-11 last Friday for the 
match against England A at the 
Stoop on Friday week. Murray 
Wallace, dropped from the senior 
side, comes in at open-side 
flanker at the expense of Simon 
Holmes and Duncan Hodge 
comes in at inside centre in 
place of Paul Rouse. 

In the case of Hodge, justice 
has been done. Hie Wilsonian 
was denied the chance of play- 
ing at stand-off for the A team 
after he was brough 1 into the se- 
nior squad last week as cover for 
Gregor Townsend. Scott Welsh 
filled the A team’s stand-off 
berth and did so with perhaps his 
best display at this leveL 


Kulik’s short success 


Ice Skating 


Russia's Dya Kulflt and Viach- 
eslav Zagorodniuk, of Ukraine, 
put poor qualifying displays be- 
hind them to ririjnmntf' the men's 
short programme at the Euro- 
pean Figure Skating Champi- 
onships in Paris yesterday. 

Kiiiik, champion in 1995, and 
Zagorodniuk, champion last 
year, called on their experience 
to snatch the top two places af- 
ter skating far below their best 
in qualifying on Sunday. 

Fourth and sixth in their 
qualifying group, both per- 
formed the key element of the 
short programme - the jump 
combination - superbly, each 


(5-®; Kouyu (6-9 tt'Omto (4-7); Ganyu l6-5> 
H DesN 16-5): Toctaeuna (8-3) bt ShMtfuna 
(7-41; Kosrauma (6-5i ta Dartsta (5^ RflOo 
C7-4I bt fcSnatotui (4-7): Hamanosbtna (5-6) IX 
Maobui* (4-7i: tonosho (5-6) bt Aoftrama 
i5-6J; Terao (6-5) bl KotonoMfca (7-4i; Kl- 
EEftacHdoM (5-6) M Hnorauntf (3-8): Ognshi- 
ta 14-7) h Tocttnowrta f2-9h Kert® (Sk>) bt 
Asahyuoto 13-8): t^atasMoan (5-6) bl Ah- 
noatona (4-7K KMonshta 14-7) M Tamafcasugi 
13-8); TuteBrto (S-3D bt Kan (4-7): Wsfcantftaia 
lll-O) bt Asaronete (3-8): Ta fca no na rrn (5-6) 
bt Musasftmaru HO-l);Tatanrtana 19-2) bt Mu- 
so/ama (4-7k lbsanoumt (8-5) bl AMAono (10-1). 

Table tennis 

EUROPEAN WOMEN’S LEAGUE Super M- 
tttt on waMrol ( S teu g i. tiwBfe); Om> 
raany bt England 4-0. (Eng names fast): 


completing a diffi cult triple 
axel linked with a triple toe loop. 

Andrei Vlascenko, a former 
Latvian skating for Germany, 
sprang a surprise by taking third 
place, with French favourite 
Philippe Candeloro fourth. 

The Russians Alexei Yagudin 
and Olympic champion Alexei 
Urmanov, who missed his com- 
bination, held fifth and sixth 
places followed by the Ukraini- 
ans Evgeny Pliuta and former 
champion Dmiuy Dmitrenko. 

The Briton Steven Cousins, 
fourth last year, managed only 
10th place, six positions ahead 
of his team-male Neil Wilson 
whom he must beat here to earn 
his country’s only place in the 
Warld Qiampiooships in March. 


A He* tan to E smai 15-21 9-21; G Scfwarn 
lost to J Scftopp 6-21 6-21: N Deaton tost 
to C Boomer 21- 19 14-21 10-21; Hoft and 
Deaton tost to Schell and Schopp 21-23 
5-21. 

Daonls 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN (Mctoo Mnc) Men's sta- 
0os, quarter-finals; T MUSTER (Aut) M G 
IVANISEVIC (Clew 6-4 6-2 6-3; P SAMPRAS 
(US) bl A COSTA ISp) 6-3 6-7 6-1 3-6 6-2. 
Women’s stages, quarter-finals: M-J 
FERNANDEZ (US) tt D van FtoOSt (Bel) 7-5 
4-0 IBC M HINGES (SMI) bt I SPIRLEA [Ftaml 
7-5 6-2. 

Women’s doubles, semMtaals L DAVEN- 
PORT (US1 and L RAYMOND lUS) tx L ND- 
LAND (Lai) and H SUHOVA (Cz Rep) 7-5 6-3. 


Msubtau Lsnar3nr9nnn 17sec 2 P lh® ud 
S iDam Uruam +24sec 3 C Sant iSpi Ford Es- 
cort t-27: 4 A Stfiuaz (Get) Ford Escort +3mn 
43aec 5 U Uoel (Gcr) MSstttistii Lancer +&31. 
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Around the resorts 

Resort 

Comment 

Am 

Last 

Larr 

upp 

Forecast 



open 

enow 

cm 

cm 


ANDORRA 







Cm Rota 

-We» snow at tower levels 

100% 

22.1 

330 

180 Snow Dunes 

Pes de Is Casa ..We( kMCrttown 

100% 

22.1 

130 

160 

Variable 

AUSTRIA 







KbChdOif .. — 

..Best on StanplaitB 

80% 

21_1 

ID 

50 Ctoudy. snow 

KKzMbat 

-Fresh snow up 

70% 

21.1 

b 

2S Cloudy, snow 

LOfTDOOC 

. Jtati base, powtoy np aw 100% 

19.1 

lb 

45 

Snow share 

CANADA 







TionUant 

..Fnn^taniar 

100% 

17.1 

40 

65 Cloudy, snow 

WMsdor 

..Powdes. groomed powJer 

100% 

23.1 

2U> 

255 

OwiCBSt 

FRANCE 







Ceurctieval — 

..Upper slopes $nd 

97% 

22.1 

loo 

340 

Unsettled 

Ratae 

..Good conditions up top 

55% 

21.1 

115 

260 

Vanatte 

La Cktsaz 

-New snow on u«Kr dopes 

96% 

224 

bO 

2b0 

Unsettled 

ITALY 







Cortina 

« Better on upper slopes 

100% 

204 

50 

330 

Unseated 

Cowmayenr 

..Great at all levels 

100% 

XXI 

70 

2500«cast. snow 

Feigarta Good at ail lewis 

100% 

20.1 

50 

120 Vtirtattb, snow 

SWTIZBBJtND 







Weafien ... u -.Uppersbp»8ffi Eood 

100% 

23.1 

20 

110 

Gearing 

Zennatt 

..Fresh and dy 

100% 

23.1 

60 

280 tatortMtaenr 

UNITED STATES 






Aspen - 

..Powowpacted powder 

95% 

23-1 

140 

155 

Snow 

Be*w Creek. 

.Powdedpadced powder 

95% 

211 

135 

165 

Sunny 


Cats to 0691 sentae cost SQpAnin Daytire Rae, 45pn*i al star tins ■ Cate to 0697 5 s 
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Never a Doull moment 

Derek Pringle on New Zealand's 
opening bowler, page 24 


Hard man of the ring J1WW 


Billionaire 


invests £40m 


in Rangers 


Football 


NICK DUXBURY 
AND MAGNUS GRIMOND 


The biggest single invesunent m 
British football yesterday saw 
the eighth-ochest raan in Britain 
plough £40m into Rangers. 

The Bahamas-based Joe 
Lewis, who has a £Ibn fortune, 
has bought a 25 per cent stake 
to help launcb the Glasgow 
club towards the new millenni- 
um and a place in the European 
Super League that everyone 
agrees is just around the comer. 

The Rangers chairman, 
David Murray, retains a con- 
trolling interest, but has dilut- 
ed his bolding from 82 to 61 per 
cent. with the 140m to go to- 
wards strengthening the team. 


the building of a hotel and 
leisure complex at Ibrox and a 
training ground. 

The 59-year-old Lewis, an en- 
thusiastic gambler who shuns 
publicity, bases himself in a 
£15m mansion in the Bahamas, 
but also moves between homes 
in Florida,- Bueaos Aires and 
London. Apart from what is said 
to be a fondness for betting on 
American football, he' is not 
known to be a sports fan. 

In the last few years he has 
emerged as a large investor in 
the London art market, build- 


-up a 29 per cent stake in 
iristie’s International, the 


auctioneers. 

The genesis of his fortune was 
a restaurant business built up by 
his father, which included the 
Hanover Grand, a chain of 


banquetingsuites and anumber 
of themed restaurants, such as 
The Beefeater. 

The announcement took the 
value of Rangers soaring to a re- 
puted £16Qm. with the club 
looking to follow Manchester 
United and Tottenham Hotspur 
on to the Stock Market before 
the end of the century. 

“I have consistently stated 
that I do not believe it is ap- 
propriate to float Rangers un- 
til the uncertainties arising from 

Bosnian, pay-per-view television 
and the expansion of Euro- 
pean dub competitions are re- 
solved," Murray said. 

“1 am delighted to have 
raised £40m of new capital 
from a single investor at this 
time, providing us with the fi- 
nancial strength to develop the 


Pearce to stay 
at Forest helm 


club further while these changes 
take effect. I believe that 


RUPERT METCALF 


Stuart Pearce has agreed to stay 
in charge at Nottingham Forest 
for the resit of Lhe season. The 
34-year-old England full-back 
has* hinted that be would like the 
job on a full-time basis - but he 
is aware that his future will not 
be settled before the club's ex- 
traordinary general meeting 
next month. 

Since Pearce became care- 
taker player-manager after the 
departure of Frank Clark, For- 
est have taken 13 out of 18 
points to move out of the Prem- 
iership relegation zone. “Stuart 
has agreed to stay with us un- 
til the end of the season," Irv- 
ing Korn, the Forest chairman, 
said after talks with Pearce yes- 
terday, “hut the long-term' sit- 
uation hinges on the takeover." 

The various takeover offers 
on the table will be considered 
by the club’s 203 shareholders 
at the EGM on 24 February. 
“Well have to wait until the new 
owners come in and then sit 
down and start further talks." 
Korn added, after hearing what 
Fiance wants from the club if he 
is to continue as manager. 
“We’ve had preliminary talks, 
which have gone well, and I will 


pul Stuart's proposals to the 
board on Friday." Pearce left the 


board on Friday." Pearce left the 
City Ground without commenL 
West Bromwich Albion have 
dismissed their manager. AJan 


Buckley. He had been in charge 
at The Hawthorns since Octo- 
ber 1994, after six years as 
manager of Grimsby Town. 

Albion, 17th in the First Div- 
ision. have won only seven 
League games this season. 
Buckley had been warned by the 
chairman, Tony Hale, that re- 
sults had to improve following 
the dub's slock market flotation. 
Arthur Mann. Buckley’s assis- 
tant, becomes caretaker man- 
ager. He will be aided by the 
coach. John Trewick. 

Stoke City have turned down 
a £2.1m offer from their Fast 
Division rivals. Queen's Park 
Rangers, for their top scorer, 
Mike Sheron. Crystal Palace 
have completed the signing of 
the 34-year-old Arsenal de- 
fender Andy Linighan for an 
undisclosed fee. 

Bruce Grobbelaar. the Ply- 
mouth Argyle goalkeeper who 
is on trial at Winchester Crown 
Court on match- fixing charges, 
has been given permission by 
the judge presiding over the case 
to fly to Harare this weekend to 
play for Zimbabwe against 
Ghana in an African Nations' 
Cup qualifier. He is due to leave 
London tonight. 

Reports in the Netherlands 
suggest that Morten Olsen, the 
former Danish international 
defender and coach at Brond- 
by and FC Cologne, is to suc- 
ceed Louis van Gaal as the Ajax 
coach this summer. 


Rangers is now in a much 
stronger position to realise our 
ambitions for footballing and 
commercial success." 

Murray bought control of 
Rangers for around £6Jm in 
1988 and has seen the team win 
the Scottish championship 
every season since. In the year 
to May 31. 1996, Rangers 
achieved a turnover in excess of 
£30m and a profit of £7.1m. 

While the haves were cele- 
brating. the have-nots in the 
form of Miiiwall were reassur- 
ing their following that £10m of 
debt was not about to send the 
club to the walL 

The Second Division dub. 
who are also losing £250,000 a 
month, suspended their shares 
on TUesday but the chairman. 
Peter Mead, said: “Lei me re- 
assure our fans thai Miiiwall will 
be playing here when my son is 
wheeling me in and banding me 
my Zimmer frame. This is a ma- 
jor institution that will come out 
of this stronger than ever." 

David Buchler, of adminis- 
trators Buchler Phillips, said: 
“As of today the company is in 
administration,'’ he said, “ft is 
therefore possible to have 
meaningful discussions with 
bankers to put the club's fi- 
nances on a stronger footing. 

•There is a tough road ahead, 
a lot of work to be done and we 
are going to try and do that the 
best we can and in the shortest 
possible time." 

Bristol City will play the rest 
of the season under the threat 
of a two-point deduction after 


an FA disciplinary commission 
found the dub guilty of a charge 



found the dub guilty of a charge 
of failing to control spectators 
during the home derby against 
to Bristol Rovers last month. 




Pete Sampras plays a 'slam-dunk' smash on his way to his quarter-final win in five sets over Albert Costa yesterday 


Photograph: Tony Marshall/Empics 
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Sampras survives to 
face ‘war’ with Muster 


Good-bye 
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Tennis 

DERRICK WHYTE 
reports from Melbourne 


ACROSS 20 

1 Thev usual [v cot a look- 
in l fo) " 24 

b Lone dial tone, initiallv 
(41 “ ‘ 25 

9 Hitting back's having an 
effect.'capturinc Queen 26 

( 10 ) - 27 

10 Mass of fish causing stir 
about river 1 4) 

12 Word ultiinulciv applied 
to blue parties, mavhc? 1 
(121 

15 Medium wine ten mixed 2 
with half of beer (2.7) 

17 Taken from Board 3 

School, we hear? (5 1 

18 Bitter disappointment 

(5) 4 

19 Cuts round old city with 

quiet ecclesiastical 5 

properties (9) 


Most nuts can't resist 
this (6-61 

Pole's short enough to 
cany (4) 

Dad’s locked out? 
Broke in ( 10) 

Mould in shed (4) 
Declare a floating asset, 
always entered { 10) 


DOWN 

Scottish isle s recorded 
rain ? (4) 

Push for Unionist in 
drink (4) 

A co-srudent I'd 
coached. left behind 
( 12 ) 

Dread losine top and 
slip (5) 

It could be applied to 
one foil of beans (3-6) 


7 Exercises including a 
jet’s final loop-the-loop 
etc (10) 

8 Offer cape for warmth 
( 10 ) 

1 1 National idiosvncrasv? 

( 12 ) ' 

13 Made endless politic 
manoeuvres, being thus 
( 10 ) 

14 Feels nausea? Seaman 
sways, losing head (10) 

16 One in SW Trades ply- 
ing from NY to UK (9) 

21 Result? Make certain 
right away (5) 

22 Region - sherpa’s. I as- 
sume. in part (4) 

23 Tool given commercials 
on radio? (4) 


Pete Sampras shewed his eus- 
Ifflian c"inp"sure in the Aus- 
tralian Open here vcMcrdav to 
overcame two fight hjck> h\ 
Albert CV*ra. nl Spain, and set 
up a singles semi-final l< « snour 
inmurmw agujn>i Austria’s 
Thomas Muster. 

The wiTfU Nul. winner • «f eight 
Grand Slam titles. fought »»ut a 
tense five-sei match with C ■ "sta 
who stormed around the ivun. 
chasing every ball and conjuring 
up vmpwiihic shots In keep the 
tnpsecd on the buck fmn. 

Each time Skunpras took » set 
lead, the IlJlh seed fought back 
but he could not prevent the 


American storming through at 
the end to win 6-3. <».?. 6- ft 3-6. 


6-2. Sampras kept his on i! in the 
closing singes, his sen e leading 
the way. He sent down IT aee> 
in the match and won almost all 
his first -service points. 

"He's fast, lie's good. Ho got 
one of the best backhands I’ve 
ever seen." Sampras said of C.*- 
U. "On lhe run. I couldn't be- 
lieve some of the shots he was 
getting. Now I’ve got one dav off 
and then it will be Thomas, 
which will be a war. Wove 
played each other a number of 
times and I know what to ex- 
pect. and he knows what la ex- 


pect. It's just a mailer of who 
does it belter." 

Muster once more broke 
Goran Ivanisevic's Grand Slam 
hi ipes. shult inu him out in a duel 
of big hitters. The world No 4 
Irom Cn iati.i. who has yet li i win 
one i it lhe game's four major ti- 
tles. made a siring of unforced 
errors as he k»M fi-4. h-2. h*3. He 
said: "I had a lot of chances I 
didn’t take. And if you don’t take 
those chances, you’re gone." 

With the roof of Centre 
Court pulled oxer for the see- 
ond day. this time due to tor- 
rential rain rather than sun. 
Muster, the fifth seed, appeared 
to relish the indoor hardenurt 
conditions. He played a far 
smarter game to unnerve Ivani- 
sevic. serving smvxdhlv and 
wearing his opponent down 
from the haseiine. 

The Swiss lO-vear-uld Mar- 
tina Hingis breezed into the 
women's .scmi-linals with a 
straight-sets victory over Ro- 
mania's Irina Spirlea. The 
fourth seed made a tentative 

sian. dropping her sec« >nd scr- 
'•ice game but immediately 
broke back and was never trou- 
bled again, winning 7-5. h-2 in 
just 7Ct minutes. She has yet to 
drop a set in the tournament. 

Hingis then revealed she had 
fallen off her horse on Tuesday. 
The fall, she said, "wasn’t dan- 
gerous at all. My mom was then.* 
and she was laughing. Every- 


body was laughing. Menially, it 
jusi helps you sometimes if you 
do something else and not just 
tennis all the lime." 

Past gymnastics experience 
helped her roll sutely tin the 
grass after she went flying over 
the horse’s head. Then she 
el Imbed buck on and continued 
her ride. “I was jumping and the 
horse didn't jump, and I jumped 
by myself." said Hingis, ex- 
plaining her faulty limmg. be- 
fore adding that she will not do 
any more riding during the 
tournament, but only because 
there is not enough time. 

There was heartbreak for Bel- 
gium's Dominique van Roost, 
who handed the 14th-seeded 
American. Mary Joe Fernandez, 
her first Grand Slam .semi-final 
in four years when she retired 
hurt in the second set because of 
a pulled abdominal muscle. 

ft was a sad end to Belgium’s 
best Grand Slam performance 
following the defcal of the 16th 
seed. Sabine Appel mans, on 
Tuesday. Van Roost said: “A lot 
o| people think Belgium is 
French. Sometimes you cannot 
even see the country on the map. 
I think now they know more 
about Belgium from the tennis." 

Both women's semi-finals 
take place Unlay, before the first 
men’s semi-final between the 
world No 2. Michael Chang, and 
Spain's Carlos Moya. 

Results. Digest, page 25 
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Whizz-kid Sherwood has Ziv in a tizz 
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| Britain's David Shciwood made 
! up for the defeat of his doubles 
j partner James Tmt man in the 
j .Australian Junior Open veste r- 
~ day by detcating Israel s Kobi 
1 Zb tu reach the third round, 
j Sherwood. 1 1 1. from Sheffield. 
{ won 4-6. "jj.n-4 in the bovs sin- 


gles in Mclhoumc. where he and 
Trot man are in content ion for 
the doubles' title. 

Sherwood s success follows 
his recent rise to 2Vth place in 
the world under- IK rankings. 

Earlier Trotman. ranked 22 
and seeded 13 m Melbourne. Itad 


■ » ■ • M rk 


been beaten in straight sets t>4, 
6-2 by the Croat Luka Katanjae. 

It was a far cry from his hero- 
ics earlier in the week when the 
P-yejr-ohJ from Ipswich over- 
came the heat to oust the Aus- 
tralian Nathan Healey in a 
ihrce-and-a-half-hour match. 


Welcome to the future: Seiko Kinetic* the first; l ■: 
quartz watch that turns your movement into '- 
power. Every move you make is converted into 
efectncal impulses by a tiny built-in powerhouse.; 
Ecological, reliable and efficient wear it one day 
to gain energy for at least two weeks. Vtear it ■ 
daily - it will run continually. Made of titanium: ' . 
Kght, yet strong and kind to your skin. 20 bar 
water resistant. One-way rotating bezel 
screw lock crown. Seiko Kinetic - it's built to last. 
Someday all watches wifi be made this waxy. . 
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SEIKO 

KINETIC 

Seiko Kinetic at: hvfo://vvvm^eikooorp-cojp 
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